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1 a Time wits hes Rept Cat 85 

A tholic Miſſionaries are ſo buſily 
5 employ'd throughout theſe Pro- 
+ eftagt Kingdoms, -in making Pro'ely s 
Iro their Religion.; it is thought hi Sly Wl 
proper to publiſn in a ſmall Character 
(that it may come at an eaſy Price) a Piece 
that demonſtrates, by the moſt convincing 
and uncontrovertable Facts, what that Re-. - 
= ligion is, which 'thoſe Miſſionaries ende 
. ry vour to perſuade us to exchange for a Re- 
21 which we have ſo much Reaſon to 5 
bless God for permitting us to enſoyhyyy 
4 It is well known, that the Popiſh Emiſ- 
| artes very carefully endeavour to conceal | 
? from the Knowlege of the Proteſtants, 
. whom they attempt to pervert, many of 
the monſtrous Abſurdities of the Religion 
WE they are ſo zealous to propagate; and; 
-\ hen charg'd with them, that they either | 
voldly deny the Charge, or artfully en- 
Leavour to evade it. And indeed it muſt 
1 b owned, there is Reaſon to believe 
| „„ mit 


. 


8 


n 


ä as - 1 eats; 
— a E 


„ PREFACE. 


that many of that Communion, ho have 


not been at Rome, areunacquainted- themy 


elves with ſome oft ſuperſtitious and fi- 
diculous Fopperies Pace there withour 


Diſguiſe, or Reſerve: For our Auth 
takes notice, (p. 60.) that the Jearne 
Mabillon could not help Ea his 


Surprize at ſeveral Parts of their Worſpip, 
and at ſoms-of their ſuperſtitious Cere- 
monies, particularly the Benedicti 9 
HForſes, which he had never ſeen till he 
travelled into Hay. And the Popiſn 
| Miſſionary;! who undertakes to vindieate 


ſome of the Ceremonies of that Church 


againſt our Author, altho' he has not the I 
oY Courage to deny the Fact, yet:labours - -# 
render ſuſpected; and declares, That 


<+ 'tho* he had ſpent the greateſt Part o $ 
his Life, abroad, he had never ſeen t 


5 heard of any ſuch thing,“ as that ri- 
diculous Benediction: Whence our Au- 
thor obſerves, (p. 61.) That if theſe Men 

zl Learning, and Teachers of Reli- 


gion, know ſo little of what is done at . 


; 2 Rowe, how eaſy mult it be to impoſe 
e upon the poor Catholics: in England, 
e and keep them in the Dark, as to the 
1 more exceptionable Parts of their Wor. | 
„ ſhip, which are openly. avow'd and 
5 8 1 n. to the We of all 


| AR tv 
the Candid and Moderate, even of their 
=E << own: Communion!” — Eſpecially, (we 
may add) when they have, to aid their 
Arguments in behalf of the moſt palpable 
"X Abſyrdities, ; that enormous Doctrine of 
F üämplieit Faith in, and Reliance upon, the 
Church's Authority, preferably to the Re= 2? 
IX vealed Will of God. 
The Evidence, therefore; of an Eye» 
ZW inefs, of unqueſtionable Character, can- 
"X unprejudic'd Minds; eſpecially. when he 
= ſupports his Facts by Teſtimonies, Which 
the moſt bigotted of his Adverſaries will 
not «diſallow, all of the fame Church. 
„My Obſervations, fays our Learned 
Author *, are grounded on Facts, f 
% which I have been an Eye · witneſs my» 
(l ſelf, and which others perhaps had art 
the Opportunity of examining perfon- 
ally, or conſidering fo particularly, as 
== < I have done: And, in my preſent Re- 
preſentation of them, I have not claim- 
ed the allowed Privilege of a Travel. 
ler, to be believed on my own Word: 
but, for each Article charged on the 
Church of Nome, have generally pro- 
We © duced ſuch Vouchers, as they them 
W © flves will alloy to be authentic.” “?“ 
* Sce Preface to his Octave Edltion- 
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"0 ploy himſelf chiefly, in fearching particu» 
13 lar iy into ſome Branches of Roman An- 
tiquities; a Study more ſuitable to his 
3 = poſſible, in taking notice of the Fop- 


* preſent Religion of Rome: But that when 


| E - Dreſs of their Worſhip ſo greſly idolatrous 3 
\ and. extravagant, beyond What he TOR. 4 


ee and the Oxcaſion to which his 
Reflections was owing, take them in his 


son fuch an Occaſion, I thought it m 
Duty, to uſe the Opportunity given me 
„ by Providence, towards detecting and 
s expoſing, as far as F was able, the true 
Spring and Source of thoſe Impoſtures, 


have Bee forged from time to time, 
for no other Purpoſe, than to oppreſs 


As to the Motives to the Author's 


own Words: Much Leiſure, with an 
infirm State of Health, ſays he, was 
the Cauſe of my Journey to Haly; and. 


„ which, under the Name of Religion, 


the Liberty, and en the pat 
of Mankind,” 

.. Yet, in his Letter, he: owns; chat he 
nad reſolved; on his Setting: out , to em- 


* 


Inilination:; 5. and to loſe as little Time 
peries and ridiculous Ceremonies of the 3 
he found the whole Form and outward 


i Yee Pref. to oe rate. 
F Lex ted p. 8. 


deere. 


rr ee N 
— * * 


OT 


PRE FACE. | 
, india; and the Similitude of tbe Pepi 
1 his Wind Pagan Religion ſo evident and clear, 
as to leave him in no Doubt of the ſtriss 
4 1 Conformity between both, he reſolved. to 
| Wei and demonſtrate the. Certainty of 
and, it, by comparing together the principal 
gd and moſt obvious Parts of each Worſhip. 
This celebrated Piece was ſo well re- 
1 eivedsi: that Three Editions of it were 
taken off by the Public, before it received 
iny Anſwer. And as then a Popiſh Miſ- 
ſionary undertook that Taſk, and our 


inſerting of the Subſtance of that Reply, 
in which the Roman Catholic Writer's 

Arguments are fairly quoted and conſiders 
ed; will ſet the whole Cauſe between tne 
1 e as and Papiſts in ſuch a clear 
. 1 Light, as cannot fail of being of ſingular * 
An: U ſe and Benefit to all ingenuous and un- 

b prejudiced: r we of both Religions: | 


Author thought fit to reply to it; the 4 


his Deſign was not ſo much to. expoſe 1 


the Folly of ſome of the Popiſh Cere- 
wonies ta his Proteſtant Readers, as to 


b admoniſh the Engli/b Papiſts, by un- 
„ queſtionable Facts | 


ee 


- 
* 


| a 4% from the I eſent PraQtice 155 Rome, in- 
Az abyrinth, ob Folly and Im- 


« piety | 


* piety their Wiese will aids lead 
„ them, when they are puſhed: to their 
I $B fult Le ngth,andexerted without Referve | 
„ Reſbamt (as they are at Rome); and 
| 4% to lay before them che Forgeries and | 
|| Impoſtures which are practiſed in their 


„Church, to ſupport rhe abfurd Doc- 
89 2 which ſhe im as the neceſſa- 
Terms of Cathoſic eie 2 — 

| Author candidly diſclaims all per- 74 
nal Prejudices, in theſe Words, with ||: 
which he cloſes his Preface to the Ottavo * 
dition. | 
e But whatever be my Opinion af the þ 

General Scheme of chat Religion, yet, | 
out of Juſtice to the particular Profe. 

« ſors of it, I think myſelf obliged to | 

declare, that I found much Candor, 
% Humanity, and Politeneſs, in all thoſe, 
„ whom I had the Honour to converſe 
„ with 3 and, tho* my Character and Pro- 
, feſſtion were well known at Rome, yet 
II received particular Civilities from 
IF © Perſons of the firſt Diſtinction both it in E 
| 7p Curl and the On? FITCH 
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e ben gen theo x | 
18 CI AM Ee that by this time you- cannot. but his | 


deſirous to have ſome account of the entertain 
ment, that I have met with in Rome. You have 
| E obſerved, without doubt, from my former letters, 
5 that the pleaſure of my travels ſeemed to grow upon 
me in proportion to the progreſs, Which I made on 
my journey, and to my approach towards that f- 
mous capital; and that every place, which I bad ſeen 
Ide laſt, ſill pleaſed, me the moſt. This was certainly: 
true in my road throughy Lyons, Turin, Genua, lo- 
| | 4 ce; but is much more. remarkably ſo with regard 
io Rome; which, of all the places that I have yet 
| 4 Nees, or ever ſhall ſee, is by far the moſt: deiighttul :, 
Lince all thoſe very things, which had recommended 
Laa. other place to me, and Which 1 had been ad- 
mixing before, ſingle. and diſperſcd, in the ſeveral 
cities n Whick I 1 mex be Ken 4 in Rome. 
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m The Conförmity between 


as it were in one view, and not only in greater plenty, 


Rome is certainly of all cities in the world the 
molt entertaining to ſtrangers: For whether we con- 


ider it in its autient, or preſent ; its civil, or eccle- 
ſiaſtical ſtate; whether we admire the great perfection 
_ of arts in the noble remains of Old Rome ; or the re- 


vival of the fame arts in the beautiful ornaments of 

modern Rome; every one, of what genius or taſte 
| ſhever, will be fure to find ſomething, that will de- 
ſerve his attention, and engage his curioſity : And 
even thoſe, who have no particular taſte or regard 


at all for things curious, but travel merely for the 

fake of faſhion, and to waſte time, will ſtill ſpend 
_ thar time with more ſatisfaction at Rome, than any | 
du bere elſe; from that caſy manner, in which they | 
find themſelves accommodated. with all the conve- ® 
naiencies of life; that general civility and reſpe& to 
uiet and ſecurity, which every man 
| of prudence is ure to find in it. But one thin is 

certainly peculiar to this city; that though travellers 
have generally been ſo copious in their deſcriptions of 
it, and there are publiſhed in all parts of Europe ſuch 
it is a 
ſubjeck never to be exhauſted; ſince in the infinite 


ſtrangers; that 


voluminous collections of its curioſities, 


variety of entertainment, which it affords, every ju- 
dicious obſerver will neceſſarily find ſomething that 
has either eſcaped the ſearches of others, or that will 


At leaſt afford matter for more particular and curious 


remar ks, than a common traveller is capable of mak- 
ing, or a general collector bas time to reflect on. 


A As for my on journey to this place, it was not 
nagany motive of devotion, which draws ſo many others 
| hither, that occaſioned it. My zeal was not bent 


on viliti 


the holy threſhalds'of the apoſtles, or kifing 
- the feet | 


their ſucceſſor. I knew that their eccle- 


= ſraſtical antiquities were moſtly fabulous and legenda- 


ry ; ſupported by fiftions and impoſtures, too groſs 
mY employ the attention of a man of _ * 
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en * Wan WR 
ould: wwe allow, that St. Peter had been at Rom,, 
of which many learned men however have doubred | Þ 
Y od yet they had not, I knew, any authentic monu= - 
ents remaining of him; any vi/ible foorfleps ſubliſt- + 
i 7 ag. to demonſtrate his reſidence among them: Ad 
7 "0 Pod we ask them for 3 1 
Key would refer us to the e on 3 
7 2 wall of the dungeon, in which he was confined; or | 
* bp fountain in the bottom of it, raiſed miraculouſly 
I our 5b the rockt, in order ro baptize his _ 
= mark ef our Saviour's 
ga Ay en) 1. him, 5 
the city from a 2 — bn 
f which, there. was a Chur, 
„ called &, Mary delle Piante, or of | 
— of the feet ; which falling into decay, was 
by a chapel, at the expence of our car dine 
Tel., But che ſtane itſelf, mort valuable, a8 their 
riters Lay, {d}, than any of the: tous ones; being 
I monument and of the Chriſtian Reli. 
ion; is preferved with al reverence in $8. Se- 
0 where I purchaſed +a print of it, 
with ſeveral others of the ſame kind. Or they would _ |} 
_ appeal perhaps to the evidence of ſome miracle | 
7 {rouge at his execution; 2s they do in the caſe ß 
St. Faul in a Church called, At the three fountains; |} 
the place where he was beheaded: On which occa. 
hat will 4 jon, it ſeems, © Inſtead of blood there 'iſſued-only 
curious milk from his veins; and his head, when ſeparated © 
of mak- from the bady, having made three jumps upon the 
& on. Rt ground, raiſed at cach place a ſpring of living 
was not ; _—_— W retains will; us as they would perſuade 
y others + D307 7 It . | 
not bent * 
or kifſong RE La is Joh. "TP 37. 1. Td Frid, Spank, Miſeetlan/ 
eir eccle- = Antiq. I. 3. Diſſertat. 3. 


7 Rom. modern. Giorn. 5. Fg * Rione 8 Cample : 5 
2 


legends- . 3 _ Aringhi Rom, ſudterran. «Co. Ts 1. e 2 
oo groſs de. Dar. tal. c. 13. p. 174. * 


ſe, For Rar Modern. Giorn. 2» Riane di R. 
ſhould [i . dis EY 
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. us, the plain taſte of milk:“ of all which facts we 
dave an account in Baronius, Mabillon, and all their 
gra veſt authors [e]; and may ſee printed figures of 
them in the deſcription of modern Rome F J. 
The cdief pleaſure then, which I propoſed to my 
ſelf, was, to viſit the genuine remains, and venerable 
= reliques, of Pagan Rome; the authentic monuments of 
nA antiquity, that demonſtrate: the certainty of thoſe hi- 
ſtories, which are the entertainment, as well as the 7 
inſtruction, of our younger years; and which, by tbe 
early prejudice of being the firſt knowlege that ve 
acquire, as well as the delight, which they give, in 
deſoribing the lives and manners of the greateſt men, 
who ever lived, gain ſometimes ſo much upon our ee 
kiper age, as to exclude too often other more uſe fun 
| and neceſſary ſtudies. I could not help Nattering 
myſelf with the joy that I ſhould have, in viewing 
the very place and ſcene of thoſe important events, 
the knowiege and explication of which have ever 
.hace been the chief employment of the learned and 
ZVV EE CCS 
| _.-Snch fancies as theſe, I dare fay, are common to 
all men of reading and education; 'whoſe dreams up- 
on a voyage to Taly, repreſent nothing but the plea- 
ture of finding out, and converſing with, thoſe an- 
tient ſages and heroes, whoſe characters they have 
moſt admired. Nor indeed is this imagination much 
E difappointed in the event; for, as Cicero finely obſerves 
© {ge}, Whether it be from nature, or ſome weakneſs 
din us, it is certain, that we are much more af- 
; fected with the ſight of thoſe places, where great 
and famous men have ſpent moſt part of their 
« -hyes, than either to hear of their actions, or read 
their works: and he was not, as he tells us, fo 
much pleaſed with Athens itfelf, for its ſtately 
—_—_— ooo oo Ine 1 Cops, 
ei Axing. I. 3. c. 2. It. vid. Baronii Annal. A. D. 69. It 
Mabill. Iter Ital. p. 142. VVV 
[V Vid. Rom; modern, Giot. 2. © 17. Rione di Ripa, 
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== © buildings, or exquiſite pieces of art, as in recolle&- 
ing * OW whom it had bred; in carefwly 
== « viſiting their ſepulchers; and finding out the place 
== « where each had lived, or walked, or held bis dit- 
putations [h. This is what every man of curio- 
MN fry will, in the like circomſtances, find true in bim- 
ſelf; and for my own part, as oft as I have been 


rambling about in the very Roſtra of old Rome, or in 


3 


ET Senate in Cariline's conſpiracy [i], I could not help 


dis eloquence;; whilſt the impreſſion of the place 
ſerved to warm my imagination to a degree almoſt 
equal to that of his old audience.  _ 

As therefore my general ſtudics had furniſhed me 


; well as an inclination, to ſearch more particulasly into 
to employ myſelf chiefly in -inquiries of this fort; 


& preſent Religion of the place. But I ſoon found my- 


= i | not help con 


would have hindred me from taking any notice of it 
| at all, was the chief cauſe, that engaged me to piy 
ſo much attention to it: For nothing, I found, con- 


W verfing with the antients, or ſo much helped my 
magination, to fanſy myſelf wandering about in old 
E- | Heathen Rome, as to obſerve and attend to their re- 
= ious worſſip; all whoſe ceremonies appeared plainly 
Wt have been copied from the Firuals of primitive 


4 III Vid» Orat, in Catilin- 3, 4. It. Phil, 2, 4s 


8 K oy 4 * LENT 


1 


that Temple of Concord, | where : Tully aſſembled the : 


fanſying myſelf much more ſenfüble of the force ot 


with a competent knowlege of Roman Hiſtory, as 


and to loſe as littie time as poſſib e, in taking notice 
of the fopperies and ridiculous ceremon'es of the 


fer miſtaken; for the who'e form and} outward © 
/ ereſs of their worſhip ſeemed ſo grofily iolatrons « 


made fo w_ an impreſſion on me, thit T could. 24 | 
t ering it with a particular regard; 
| eſpecia'ly when the very reaſon, which T thought 


curred ſo much with my original intention of con- 


V 


- 


B+ / 
7 


ut 


| 9 


Rame; whilſt each of them readily explained and : 
called to my mind ſome paſſage of a claſſic author, 
where the ſame ceremony was deſcribed, as tranſacted. Þ 


r * 5 
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Kianity. 


learning, and ſolid reaſoning, charged, and effeQually |: 
proved, the crime of idolatry. on the Church of Rome: 
but theſe controverſies (in which there is ſtill ſome- 
thing plauſible to be ſaid on the other ſide, and 
. where the charge is conſtantly denied, and with 
much ſubtlety evaded) are not capable of giving that 
- conviction, which IL immediately received from my 
ſenſes; the ſureſt witneſſes of fact in all caſes; and 


— . — . ̃ ˙— — — 7A. 
3 K : bg at eta © * 
C v WF 2 : 0 P 0 * = * 
= bl L —_ * 7 I 2 -, 
- 0 # = . 5 


ſces Popery,as it is exerciſed in Italy, in the Full pomp 


arts and powers without CAuriox or RESERVE. This 
ſimilitude of the Popiſh and Pagan Religion, ſee med ſo 
evident and clear, and ſtruck my imagination ſo for- 
cibly, that I ſoon reſolved to give myſelf the trouble 
of ſearching to the bottom; and to explain and de- 


wor ſnip. VF 5 = 
„ The wy firſt thing that a ſtranget 

Hicenſe. mult nece e 8 
lꝛlãꝛã⁊zs he enters their Churches, is the uſe Wi 

of incenſe or perfumes in their religions offices : The Wl 

. firſt ſtep, which he takes within the door, will be 
jure to make him ſenſible oft, by the dae k = 

. | 1 | 25 ö „ 


* » *. * 2 8 : 2 | . % ON 
5 * v1 W 4 68 25 
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1 Paganiſm : 4s if handed down: by an uninterrupted. ; « 
- ſucceſſion from the priefis of Old, to the prieſts of New BY 


in the /ame form and manner, and in the ſame place. 
where I now ſaw it executed before my eyes: So 
that as oft as I was preſent at any religious exerciſe 
in their Churches, it was more natural, to fanſy my - 
ſelf looking on at ſome ſolemn. at of idolatry. in olli 
Rome, than aſſiſting at a worſhip, inſtituted on the | 
principles, and formed upon the plan, of Chri- 


Many of our Divines have, I know, with much 


which, no man can fail to be furniſhed with, who T7 


and diſplay of its pageantry; and practiſing all it 


monſtrate the certainty of it, by comparing toge- 3 
der the principal and moſt obvious parts of each 


rily take notice of, as ſoon 


a — 


= _Popety and Paganiſmt. 3 
he will immediately receive from the ſmell, as wel! 
as ſmoke of this incenſe; with which the Wwholss 
church continues filled for ſome time after ever 
ſolemn ſervice. A cuſtom, received directly from 
= Paganiſm; and which preſently called to my mins 
the old deſcriptions of the Heathen temples and al- 
ears, which are ſeldom or never; mentioned by the 
antients without the epithet of perfumed or in- 

In ſome. of their principal Churches, where you 
have before you, in one view, a great number of al- 
tears, and all of them ſmoking at ance with teams 
ef incenſe, how natural is it to imagine one's . e 


id 

2 
Lo] 
e 


I 
? " 04 "2 
* ? * 


ported into the temple of ſome Heathen deity, or that AF 
pof the Paphian Venus deicribed by Virgil, En. I. A. 


ut cemplum illi, centumgue Sabeo, Kc. 


Her hundred altars there with garlands erowa⸗ . | 
And richeſt incenſe ſmoking, breathe around 
= Sweet odours, Ce. 


© Under the Pagan Emperors, the uſe of incenſe for 
any purpoſe of religion was thought fo contrary to 
the obligations of Chriſtianity, that in their 'perſecu» Þ1 
tions, the very method of trying and convidting a 
Chriſtian, was by requiring him only, to throw the 
leaſt grain of it into the cenſer, er on theraltar [I J. 
Under the Chriſiian Emperors, on the other hand. 
it was looked upon as a rite ſo peculiarly heatheniſh, - 
that the very places or houſes, where it could be proved | 
to have been done, were by a lam of Theodofius 


confiſcated to the government Im. 


: _ W 1 
[4] Hom. Il. J. 148. Virg. Zn. 4. v. 463. Theocrit. 
id. 18 123. Homer.-Il. 6. 48. Virgil, e 4855 Ovid. 4 
[7 Vid. AR. Martyr, Nicandri, &c. apud Mabill. Iter Ital, _ 
. T. 1, Par, 2. p. 247. Durant. de Ritib. h 1. c. 9. Hieron. 
= Oper. T. 4, Epiſt. ad Heliod. p. 8. 6 2 


be] Jac, -Gothof, de Stat, Paganor, fub Chriſtian, Impe- 
leg. * p- I * 4 Thy a * i Bt | 85 4 
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u the old lv, or fre of ſealprure, be. 
2 — eee ted, we never fail, to 
facred habit, which was alwa ; white, 


| the ar fo i fume mon 1 
* Church of Rome, chere is — s a boy in or — = 
* : Waiting on the pri at the altar with the 1 
| utenſils, and, amon _— reſt, the Thuribulum or 1 SZ 
of incenſe, which prieft, with many ridiculous | L 
motions and croflings, waves ſeveral times, as it is 
en , around, and over the altar in different - 
f the ſervice. 3 
1 The next thi 


ing, that will of courſe = 
ſtrike ones imagination, is their uſe f 
ner. bee For nobody ever goes in or 


E 3 and gcc tranſmitted to them from 
Paganiſm, that their own writers make not the leaſt | 
ſcruple to own it. The Feſu#t la Cerda, in his notes 
. on a paſſige of Virgil, where this practice is men- 
tioneqd, ſays, Hence was derived the cuſtom of holy. | 
Church, 10 provide purifying or holy water at the en- 
trance of al Churches [0]. Aquaminarium or Amula, 
|F ſays the learned Montfaucon, Was a vaſe of holy water, 
* . by the Heathens at the entrance of their Tem- 
| 9 to ſprinile themſelves with [ p]. The fame veſſel 

was by the Greeks called Tet aellaeror; two of 
which the one of gold, the other of ſilver, were 
[ven by Crafus to the Temple of Apes at D [ 4 
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of Ving. En. 6. 230. vid. Not. 
Pf] Vid. Montfaue. Antique: T. Zo . Pr. 41 OP" 6. run 
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15 609 water pot [x]. The very compolition of this h. 
iy water was the ſame alſo among the Heathens, as it 
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RE Renn BEN ; 
we * 7 


- Popety and Paganiſm, 9 


And the cuſtom” of /prinkling them ſelves was ſo ne- 


by © ceffary a part of all their religious offices, that the 


7 method of excommunication ſeems to have been by .. g j 
= prohibiting to offenders the approach and uſe of the J 


s now among the Papiſts, being nothing more than a 
ixture of ſalt with common water [5]: and the fortan 
ppf the ſprinkling-bruſh, called by the antients aſper- 
porium or aſpergillum, (which is much the fame with |} 
"what the preiſts now make uſe of) may be ſeen in 
_ pax-reliefs, or antient coins, where-ever the inſignin * | 
yr emblems of the Pagan prieſthood are deſcribed, of 
hich it is generally one [2]: | : 3:57. 
Platina, in his lives of the Popes, and other authors, 
aſcribe the inſtitution of this Holy. water to Pope Alex. 
ander the firſt; who is ſaid to have lived about the year 
of Chriſt 113: but it could not be introduced ſo early, 
ſince for ſome ages after, we find the primitive fathers _ 
ſpeaking of it, as a cuſtom purely heatheniſh, and con 
demning it as impious and deteſtable. Fuftin Martyr ſays, | 
« Fhat it was invented by dzmons; in imitation of 
= the true baptiſm G@nited by the Prophets, that 
I their votaries might alſo have their. pretended puri- 
t fications by water [u]: and the Emperor Julian, 
out of ſpite to the Chriſtians, uſed to order the victuals 
in the markets to be ſprinkled with holy- water, on pur - 
poſe either to ſtarve, or force them to eat, What by 
their own principles they eſteem polluted lx]. 
= Thus we ſee whar contrary notions the Primitive 
and Romiſh Church have of this ceremony: the firſt 
3 | condemns it as ſuperſtitious, abominable, and irrecon- 
6 Ueable with Chriſtianity ; the latter adopts it as high- 
1 5 5 Vid. ÆEſchin. Orat. contra Cteſiphon. 8 88. ; | of 
* 
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J Durant. de Rit.1, 1. c. 21, Theocrit. #3. 99. 

be : Vid. Montfauc. Antiq. 1 fl 2. PF: T, J. Zo C. 6. 1t may be | 

en on a filver coin of Julius Cæſar, as wel! as many other Em- 

e Ant, Agoſtini diſcorſo ſopra le Medaglie, + 

Hl uſt, Mart. Apol. 1. p. 9. Edit. Thrill. 
* Hoſpinian nian. de Orig. Templor. I. 2 & 25s . 
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| e 
e piety: the one looks it as the contrivance of i 
the Deuil to delude mankind; the other as — 
i of enankind againſt the delyyions of abe Devil. But 
Wat is Mil more ridiculous than even the . 
we to ſes their learned writers gravely reckoning 
the 1 — benefits, derived from the | 
=. of it, both to the ſoul — and, to 
1 crown all, produc een © long roll of mir to ae 
dhe certainty of virtue, which they —_ to 
it [x]. Why may we not then zudiy 2, ply to We 5 8 i 
ans wh win fi by ce Lo of 4 
old ibi, Ge" this 1 


— . 3 Gas 3 Flood 
Ol water-<'er can purgethe Stain of Blood T 


| I de Bot at preſent-recolle@ e ee 1 
BM went o far, as to «pply the er : 
= the. purifying or bleſſing their horſes, aſſes, and other 
WH cattle; or whether this be an improvement of modern 
= Rowe, which has dedicated a yearly feſtival l 
do this {rvice, called in their vulgar language, t 

© Genediflion of horſes; which is always celebrated with | 
= much ſolemnity in the month of January; when all 
wie inhabitants of the city and. — . — ſend 
up their horſes, aſſes, cc. to the convent of St. An- 
eng, near St. Mary the Great, where 2 prieſt in fur. 
lice at the Church- door /prinkles with 2 bruſh all 
the animals ſingly, as they are preſented to bim, and 
= xeccives from each owner a gratuity:proportionable.to RT” 
= His seal and ability [5]. e Pot: thereſt, I had.my 
= S N RON e + 
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r our wy; 5 as wed to abi my own 4 

: 9 I to humour the 3 — whe was perſuaded, as. 
I erally are, that ſome wiſe 
4 th any: wirhia the year, if t 

-2R — of this Bonediion. Mabilton, in 
Wine an account of this function, of which be — 4 

Fo alſo to be an eye- witneſt, makes no other re- 
Nios upon it, than that it was nem and t to 

im le 
Fl —.— met indeed with. ſome hints of a rage : 


7 | 1 
ny 
ut | 

py | 9 
ng 
the 

to 4 
eſt 
to 2} 
of 


= infpiring any virtue, or — them for tho | 
fees, which were eſteemed facred, or merely to re- 4 
beſh them under the violenee of ſuch an exereiſe, w 7 


Paganiſm; yet this however muſt be granted them, 
War they alone were capable of cultivating ſo coarſe 
nd barren a piece of ſuperſtition, into a revenue fuf- 
| * cient forthe maintenance of for mn. 
| * No ſooner i 0 man advanced 2 _ 19 EASY — | 
to look about bim, but be wil 6 find I candles. 
"5 and attention attracted by a number — 
pf lamps and wax candles, which are conftanty ber- 
98 ing betore the Shrines and Images of their Saints. In 
| 9 il che great Churches of Italy; ſays Mabillon [e]. 
Hang up lamps at everyaltar : a fight, which will not 
Þ Waly furpriſe a — by the novelty of it, but will 
N urniſh him with another proof and example of the 
ermity of the Romiſh with the Pagan worſhip; by 
calling to his memory many paſlages of the Heathen . 
ters, where weir N Mad and candles are 
2 85 - RE 


| Vid. Rubenii Elect. 2. 18. J 


| ; Mabill. It, Teal. p. 136. 
100 Mabil, It, Ital. P- 8 
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Jeſiiribed. a5 continus 
fatues of their Deities 


and abſurdity of this heatheniſh cuſſom | i 
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ually burning before the altars and 


-: Herodotus tells us — 5 Egyptians, (who 6ſt in- 
troduced, the ule of lights or lamps into their temples) 


5 II that they had a famons yearly feſtival, called from 
the principal ceremony of it, the lighting up of candles 


[+] :. but there's ſcarce a ſmgle feſtival at Rome, which 


might not for the ſame reaſon be called by the ſame 4 5 


name. 


a | they light 
up candles to God, ſays Lactantius, as if he lived in the 
dark: and do not they. deſerve to paſs for madmen, who 


The primitive writers frequently Jon the folly 
] 


offer lamps to the Author and Giver of light? 


f 2 — collections of old inſcriptions, we find many 


Inf ances. of preſents and donations from private per- 
ſons, of lamps and candleſticls tothe temples and altars 


of their gods [k]:. a piece of zeal, which continues ſtill 
the ſame in modern Rome; where each Church 


abouads with lamps of maſſy ſiluer, and ſometimes 
even of gold: the gifts, of Princes, and other perſons of 


diſtinction: and it is ſurpriſing to ſee, how great a 


number of this kind are perpetually burning before 


* 


well as the vaſt profuſion of wax ca 
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42 altars of their principal Saints, or miraculous Images; s | 


as St. Antony of Padua, or LP of Loretto; as 
es, With which 
their Churches are illuminated on every great feſtival: 


© f 5 x when the high altar covered with gold and ſilver plat E, 


brought out of their treaſuries, and ſtuck full of wax 


F lights, diſpoſed: in beautiful figures, looks more like 
 therich ſide: board of ſome. great prince, dreſſed out for 
© a feaſt, than an altar to pay divine worſhip at. > 


. 
* 


LI Plin. Hift, Nat. I. 34. 3. Cie. in Verr. 2. Virg. En- 


J Herod, I. 2. LXII. Edit. Long 5 
.. ]ꝗ ͥ“! 
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But a ſtranger will not be more ſur- 


wax lights, burning before their altars, Votive gifts, | 
chan at the number of offerings, or vo: 
ne gifts, which are hanging all around them, in con- 


ſequence of vows, made in the time of danger; and 


n gratitude for deliverances and cures, wrought in 
fickneſs or diſtreſs: a practice ſo common among the 


their original donaria, or votive offerings, are preſerved 
do this day in the cabinets of the curious; viz. images 
metal, ſtone, or clay, as well as legs, arms, and other 
Parts of the body, which had formerly been hung up 


br cure effected by their tutelar deity in that parti- 


ferings were pictures, repreſenting the  _ 
hiſtory of the miraculous cure or deli- Votive pic- 
erance, vouchſafed upon the vow of the zares. . 
onor. CC bh TIO. EEE 

= Nunc, dea, nunc, ſuecurre mihi, ; ke... 
No, goddgſs, help; for thou canſt help beſtow, 
As all theſe pictures round thy altars ſnow- ß. 
A friend of Diagoras the philoſopher, called the 
Atheist, having found him onee in a temple, as the ſtor 7? 


here 1 this number 
be ſake of their vows, have been ſaved in ſtorms at ſea, 
ud got ſafe into harbour ? Yes, ſays Diagoras, I ſee how 
%s; for thoſe are never painted, who happen to be 
Frowned. The temples of Æſculapius were more e ſpe- 
Eially rich in theſe offerings, which, Livy ſays, Were 
We price and pay for the cures, that he had wrought for 
e ſick [n]: where they uſed always to bang ue 


C af 


Tibull, El. Is 3. 5 4 | 
| In Liv. I 45. 28. 9 K 


[1] Vid. Montfaue. Antiquit. 7. 2, P. 1. L +6 4 5 6, % 


Popery and Paganiſm; 43 


priſed at the number of lamps, or Offering. r 


in their zemples, in teſtimony of ſome divine favor 


cular member [I]: but the moſt common of all of 


s told by Cicero [m], You, fays he, who think e 
Gods ta ke no notice of human affairs, do not you ſee 
of pictures, how many people, for | 


Heathens, that no one cuſtom of antiquity is fo fre- 
quently mentioned by all their writers; and many of 
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L . it. l, 6. 27. 


'x4 The Conformity beteen „ 
and expoſe to common view, in tables of braſs oo i, 


he had performed for his votaries [o]: a remarkable 


of their own communion. Polydore Virgil, after hav- fe 


upon our recovery we make an offering of thi 8 
n. hand or foot in wax: which cuſtom is now come 


s offerings on account of our oxen, horſes, ſheep; 
* where a ſcrupulous man will queſtion; whether in 


ee, ai. 5. 77. Et Montfaue, And · T. 2. P i 


— 


9 © 


arble, a catalogue of all the miraculous cures, which * 


fragment ot one of theſe tables is ſtill remaining and 
publiſhed in Gruter's [p] Collections, having been 
found in the ruins of a temple of that God, in the iſtand 0 
the Tiber at Rome: upon which the learned Mont. 
ſaucon makes this reflection; that in it are either ſeen WF, 
the wiles of the Devil, to deceive the credulous ; or ele 


| the tricks of Pagan Prieſts, ſuborning men to counterfeit 
diſeaſes, and miraculous cures [(a. . 


Nov this piece of ſuperſtition had been found of WM 
old ſo beneficial to the prieſthood, that it could not fail 


of being taken into the ſcheme of the Romiſh Worſhip: 
where it reigns at this day in as full height and vigor, 


as in the ages of Pagan Idolatry; and in ſo groſs i ri 


manner, as to give ſcandal and offence even to ſome 


ing deſcribed this practice of the antients, © In the s |} 
fame manner, ſays he, do we now offer f u 


| Votive up in our Churches little images of wax; nd 


images. and as oft as any part of the body is hurt, han 
as the hand or foot, c. we preſent] te 
© make a vow to God, or one of his Saints, to whon Ul 


. to that extravagance, that we do the ſame thing for 
« our cattle, which we do for ourſelves, and male 


this we imitate the religion or the ſuperſtition 0! 


« our anceſtors [r].” 3 


The altar of St. Philip Neri ſays Baronius [ 
7 Strabo, T. 1. ore, 
Co 6, i 

J Baron. Ann. 1. An. 57. fh. 162. Ne. Aring. Rom. Subte | 


4 
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| Popery and Paganiſm 15 
or Wh ſhines with votive pictures and images, the proofs 


ch of as many miracles; receiving every day the ad- 


ble g ditional luſtre of freſh offerings from thoſe, who 
nd WF have been favoured with freſh benefits? amongſt 
den hom the preſent Pope himſelf pays, as I have been 
nd Fold, a yearly acknowledgment, tor a miraculous de- 
nt. z verance, that he obtained by the invocation of hi 
een eint, when he had like to have periſhed under the 


Nuins of a houſe overturned in an earth- quake. 
feit There is commonly ſo great a number of theſe of 
rings hanging up in their Churches, that, inſtead of 
I of aing any beauty, they often give offence, by cover- 
fail g or obſtructing the ſight of ſomething more valu- 
le and ornamental: which we find to have been the 


gor, 3 6 ſe likewiſe in the old heathen temples; where the 
fs i 79 teſts were obliged ſometimes to take them down, 
ome or the obſtruction, which they gave to the beauty 


wax ; ind ſometimes indeed fine pictures, deſcribing the 
hurt, Manner of the deliverance obtained by the miraculous. 
ent) ter poſit ion of the Saint invoked : of which offerings 
rhom the bleſſed Virgin is ſo ſure always to carry off the 
* tha greateſt ſhare, that it may truly be faid of her. what 
come #venal ſays of the Goddeſs Iſis, whoſe religion was | 
ig ſot t that time in the greateſt vogue at Rome, that the 
male painters get their livelihood out of her. N 

heep; „ 8 
ion of 
6s (5) . 
ſhin 


Pidbores quis neſcit ab Iſide paſci? | 


As once to Ia, now it may be Gig, 
That painters to the Virgin owe their bread, 


As oft as J have had the curioſity to look over theſe 


2. pi Ponaria, or votive Offerings, hanging round the Shrines 
| their Images, and conſider the ſeveral ſtories of each, 
5 they are either e painting, or related in 
ern Lin 1.40. %% IM 
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to have been wrought, either by the viſible apparition, : 
and immediate hand, of the tutelar Saint, or by the no- 


« ſuggeſt ſomething of great moment for our ſervice.” | E- e 


Faucon on the Pagan Prizfts, mentioned above, be not, 
in the very ſame caſe, as juſtly applicable to the R 8 


\ 


— 


writing, I have always found them to be mere copie, n 


or verbal tranſlations, of the originals of Heatheniſm: 
for the vow is often ſaid to have been divinely inſpired, 
or exprefly commanded ; and the cure and deliverance: 


tice of a dream, or ſome other miraculous admonitim 
from heaven. There can be no doubt, ſay their 8 
« writers [44], but that the images of our Saints often 


* work ſignal miracles, by procuring health to the x 


« infirm, and appearing to us often, in dreams, to 


And what is all this, but a revival of the old im. 


| poſtures, and a repetition of the fame old flories, of 


which the antient inſcriptions are full, with no other af 
difference, than what the Pagans aſcribed to the im- 


ginary help of their Deities, the Papiſts as fooliſhly in- 
pute to the favor of their Saints? As may be ſeen by 
the few inſtances, that I have ſubjoined [w], out of 
the great plenty, which all books of antiquities will 


furniſh: and whether the reflection of Father Mont. 


| | | ann 23 
8 5 [z] Durant. de Ritib. Lie. 5. 55 Der 
4 [w] SILVANO SALVTARI ee 
L. MANLIVS SATVRNINVS Wa 
EX vISO POSVIT. | - 
| Gruter, p · 65. : | 
MINERVAE. MEMORI ! T 
CAELIA. IVLIAN KA. 8 
INDVLGENTIA. MEDICI NA RUN 
EIVSSRAVI. INFIRMITT ATE. = 
| LIBERATA. DP, | And 


48. | | 
SOMNIO MONITA, 
e. | 
IOI OPT, &c. 
FLAVIVS. COSMVS 
IVSSV DEI FECrr. 
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Wniſh Prieſts, I muſt leave to the judgment of my 
reader. | 5 | 
But the gifts and offerings of the kind, that I have 
n ſpeaking of, are the fruits only of vulgar zeal, 
and the preſents of inferior people; whilſt princes and 
great perſons, as it uſed to be of old [x], frequently 
make offerings of large veſſels, lamps, and even ſtatues 
bf maſiy ſilver or gold; with diamonds, and all ſorts of 
Precious ſtones of incredible value; ſo that he 
Phurch ef Loretto is now become a Proverb Loretto. 


por its riches of this ſort, juſt as Apollos 
Ge? Temple at Delphi was with the antients on the ſame 
n. count. 3 = 


In the famed treaſury of this Holy Houſe, one part 
—Fonſfiſts, as it did likewiſe among the Heathens, of a 
For the very idols, as Tertullian obſerves, 
ſiſed to be dreſſed out in curious robes, of the choiceſt 


pardrobe. 


Þ 
E 
% 
* 


Muffs and faſhion [y]. While they were ſhewing us 


3 

1 
18 
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Therefore the great variety of rich habits, with which 
hat treaſury abounds; ſome covered with precious 
Cones, others more curiouſly embroidered by ſuch a 
Pueen, or Princeſs, for the uſe of the miraculous 
Image; I could not help recollecting the picture which 
old Homer draws of Queen Hecuba of Troy, proſtrating 
© herſelf before the miraculous Image of Pallas, with a 
Preſent of the richeſt and beſt wrought gown, that ſhe 
Vas miſtreſs of. J2Jͤ .. cor wcnws 
Tov èY ezeaern Exden, &c. 

A gown ſhe choſe, the beſt and nobleſt far, 
Sparkling with rich embroid'ry, like a ſtar, . 
And that this is the ſtile alſo of votive Inſcriptions among the 
Papiſis, we fee by the following one in a Church at Milan. 

. DIVAE. SAVINAE, &c. . 

EET LIVIA. EVPHEMIA. IN 
ACERBO. STOMACHI, 


cRVCTATV. OpEMNACTA. 
5 Liv. I. 40. 37. „ 00 
. De Idololat. p. 116, | Elit. Rigalts | 
- 1 8. 293. 8 | RPE 
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for its face is as black as a Negro's; ſo that one would 
| 12 Delty, than, what they impiouſly tile it, o 
the 


this very circumſtance of its complexion, made it but 


ſcribed to be black with the perpetual ſmoke of lamps © k | 
| and incenſe [z]. 9 52 


kind, imagining himſelf in ſome Heathen Temple, ans 


' worſhip, 


it to the very caſe in queſtion, telling us, that by Ia, 
are to be underſtood the Images of the Dead [a]: and the 


E the Fathers, as terms ſynonymous and equivalent 


nor would ſuffer any Images in their Temples: which 


as Image-worſhip was thought abominable even |) | 
5 9 Baruch. vi. 19, 21. Arnob. I. 6. 


IG 


L The mention of Lorerto puts me in mind of the ſr. 9 
prize I was in, at the firſt ſight of the holy Image: 


take it rather for the repreſentation of a Proſerpine, or 
Queen of Heaven, But I ſoon recollected, that 


reſemble the more exactly the old Idols of Paganiſm, 1 
which, in ſacred as well as profane Writers, are de- 


When a man is once engaged in reflections of this 


expecting as it were ſome ſacrifice, or other piece f 
Paganiſm, to enſue, he will not be long in ſuſpenſe, 4 
before he ſees the finiſhing act, and laſt ſcene, of genuine 
Tdolatry, in crouds of bigot votaries, proſtrating them 
„ ſelves before ſome Image of wood or ſtone, 
Idols, or and paying divine honours to an Idol o- 
image- their own erecting. Should they ſquab . 
ble with us here about the meaning ol 
the word Idol, St. Ferom has determined 


wor ſhippers of ſuch Images are uſed always, in the f 


As to the practice itſelf, it was condemned by ma-. 
ny of the wiſeſt Heathens, and for ſeveral ages, even 
in Pagan Rome, was thought impious and deteſtable: 

for Numa, we find, prohibited it to the old Roman, 


- 


t 
0 
2 
Heathens or Pagans [6]. 1 
\ 
t 
C 
l 


ra Oba 


conſtitution they obſerved religiouſly, ſays Plutarch [c) 5 
for the firſt hundred and ſeventy years of the city. Bu 


1 


ſome 


* 


I] Hier. Com. in Iſa. c. xxxvii. K 5 


J Vid, Plutar, in Vit. Num. p. 65. C. 
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Popery and Paganiſm, 19 
ſome Pagan Princes, ſo by ſome of the Chriſtian Em- 
© perors it was forbidden on pain of death [4]: not be- 
© cauſe theſe Images were the repreſentations of Demons, . 
or falſe Gods, but becauſe they were vain ſenſeleſs Idols, 
the work of mens hands, and for that reaſon unworthy 


oy 


that of any honor: and all the inſtances and overt - acts ok 


iſm, exactly the ſame with what the 75 practiſe at 


de- urning intenſe; 


bad been committed [e]. Theſe Princes, who were 
influenced, we may ſuppoſe, in their conſtitutions of 
this ſort, by the advice of their biſhops, did not think 
Paganiſin aboliſhed, till the adoration of Images was 
gutterly extirpated; which was reckoned always the 
principal of thoſe Gentile Rites, that, agreeably to the 
ſenſe of the pureſt ages of Chriſtianity, are never men- 
tioned in the imperial laws, without the epithets of 
profane, damnable, impious, &c. [f]. 1 55 
What opinion then can we have of the preſent prac- 
== tice of the Church of Rome, but that, by a change only | 
of name, they have found means to retain the thing; 
e ſtil“ © and, by ſubſtituting their Saints in the place of the old 
entto Demigods, have but ſet up Idols of their own, inſtead of 
=> thoſe of their forefathers? In which it is hard to ſay, 
y m. whether their aſſurance, or their addreſs, is more to 
even be admired, who have the face to make that the prin- 
ſtable cipal part of Chriſtian worſhip, which the firſt Chriſtians 
man, looked upon as the moſt criminal part even of Pa- 
which ganiſm; and have found means to extract gain, and 
che great revenues, out of a practice, which in primitive 
„ Buß ; times would have coſt a man both life and eſtate. _ 
en bj But our notion of the Idolatry of modern Rome will 
ſome e be much heigthened ſtill and confirmed, as oft as we 
= ; | e 
wy a] Vid. Gothof. Comment. de ſtatu Pagan, ſub Chriſtian, 
ti. 5: % Unperatorib. Leg. 6. p. 7. f 1 
wo [ Ibid. Leg. 12,.p. 15. 5 
| Ibid, Leg, 17. 20. a 
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follow them into thoſe Temples, and to thoſe very 
Altars, which were built originally by their Heathen 
| . anceſtors, the old Romans, to the honour of their Pa- 
gan Deities; waere we ſhall hardly ſee any other al- 
e cteration, than the ſhrine of ſome old Hero filled by the 
| meaner ſta ue of tom: modern Saint: nay, they have 
not always, as I am well informed, given th: mſelves 
the trouble of making even this change, but have been 
content ſometimes to take up with the old Image, 
juſt as they found it; after 6aprizing it only, as it 
were, or conſecrating it anew, by the impoſition of 
a Chriſtian name. This their antiquaries do not ſeru- 
ple to put ſtrangers in mind of, in ſhewing their 
Churches; and it was, I think, in that of St. Agnes, 
where they ſhewed me an antique ſtatue of a young 
Bacchus, which with a new name, and ſome little 
change of drapery, ſtands now worſhipped under the 
0 AAA In 
- Twlly reproaches Clodius, for having publicly dedi- 
cated the . of a common ſtrumpet, under the name 
and title of the Goddeſs Liberty: a practice, ſtill fre- 
quent with the preſent Romans, who have ſcarce a 
| foe image or picture of a female Saint, which is not 
ſaid to have been deſigned originally by the ſculptor or 
painter, for the repreſentation of his own miſtreſs : 
and who dares, may we ſay ironically with the old 
Roman, [F] to violate ſuch a Goddeſs as this; the ſta- 
tue of & whore? 5 W 
Phe nobleſt Heat hen Temple now remaining in the 
world, is the Pantheon or Rotunda; which, as the 
Inſcription over the portico informs us, having 
been impiouſiy dedicated of old by Agrippa to Jove and 
all the Gods, was piouſiy reconſecrated by Rope Boni- 
face the fourth, to the bleſſed Virgin and all the Saints. 
With this ſingle alteration, it ſerves as exactly for ail 
the purpoſes of the Popiſh, as it did for the Pagan 
worſbip, for which it was built. For as, in the od 
Temple, every one might find the God of his country, 


Ons and 
[/] Cic. pro Dem. 4%@ 


* 4 * E 


and one may fre here different ſervices going on at 
the ame time at different altars, with diſtinct con- 
gregations \arognd them, juſt as the inclinations of 
td people lead them, to the worſhip of this or that 


And what better title can the new Demi gods ſhew, 
to the adoration now paid to them, than the old 
ones, whoſe ſhrines they have uſurped? Or how 
wxomes it to be leſs criminal to worſhip images erected 
the Pope, than thoſe which Agrippa, or that, 
hich Nebuchadnexxar ſet up? If there be any real 
ference, moſt people, I dare ſay, will be apt to 
ne eermine in favour of the old poſſeſſors: For thoſe 
heroes of antiquity. were raiſed up into Gods, and re- 
ceived divine honours, for ſome ſignal benefits, of 
vrhich they had been the authors to mankind z as the ih 
invention of arts and ſciences; or of ſomething/bighly 
uſeful and neceſſary to life [g: whereas it is certain, 
that many of the Romiſh' Saints were never heard of. 
but in their own: legends, or fabulous hiſtoriss; and 
many more, inſtead of any ſervices done to mankind. 
> owe all the honours now paid to them, to their {] 
20765, or their errors; whoſe merit, like that of De- L l 
metrius in the Act: [H], was their skill of railing re- 
bellions in defence of an Idol, and throwing kingdoms: 
- convulſions for the ſake of ſome Tainfal im- 
.. be „ 
And as it is in the Pantheon, it is juſt the ſame in | 
# Rall the other Heathen Temples, that ſtill remain in 
Rome; they have only pulled down one Idol, to ſet 
up another; and changed rather the name, than the 
object, of their worſhip. Thus the little Temple =/ 
%a, near the Tiber, mentioned by Horace [i], is 
VCC 
| Dic. Nat, Deor, I. 2. 22. 299. 
b 90 n Off. z. 99. 
F [4] Carm, I. 1, 2. 1 | 
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22 The Conformity berucen 
no poſſeſſed by the Madonna of the Sun [k]; that 
of Fortuna Virilis, by Mary 

Saturn [m], (where the public treaſure was antiently 
kept) by St. Adrian; that of Romulus and Remus in 
the Via Sacra, by two other brothers, Coſmas and 


= 
— 


Pagan Rome, to the founders of empires, than with A 4 
At the foot of Mount Palatine, in the way between 1 1 
where Romulns was believed to have been ſuckled 


dedicated to him in the early times of the republic, 
into which, for the preſent elevation of the ſoil with - 


_ Infancy to periſh-in the Tiber; as ſoon as he came 
poitious to the health and ſafety of young children: 1 
and mothers, to preſent their ſickly infants before his 


\ ſhrine in this little Temple [p], in confidence of 2 3 
cure or relief by his favour. Now, when this Temple 


II Ib. Gior. 5. Rione di Campitelli, I 5. 


: 2 1 


the Egyptian [I]; that of 


Damianus In]; that of Autonine the Godly, by Lan- 0 
rence the Saint [o]: But for my part, I ſhould ſooner 
be tempted, to proſtrate myſelf before the ſtatue of 
a Romulus, or an Antonine, than that of a Laurence, a 
or a Damian; and give divine honours rather with * 
Popiſh Rome, to the founders of monaſteries. 
the Forum and Circus Maximus, on the very ſpot, -1 
by the wolf, there ſtands another little round Temple, 4 
out, we now deſcend by a great number of ſteps, 2» 
From the tradition of the wonderful eſcape, which 
Romulus had in this very place, when expoſed in his 

to be a God, he was looked upon as ſingularly pro- 


from which notion, it became a practice for nurſes 
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| [4]. Rom. Mod. Giorn. 2. Rione de Ripa, 5% 
PO TEN oh 


L=] Urbanus VIII. Pont. Max. Templum Geminis 
8 Urbis Conditoribus Superſtitiosè dicatum 
A Felice IIII. S. S. Coſmæ & Damiano Fratribus 
Piè Conſecratum, Vetuſtate Labefactatum 
In ſplendidiorem Formam Redegit 
Ann, Sal. M. DC. XXXIII. 


av 3 


. 1 3 
Rom. Moderna, Giornato ada, c. 36. Rione di Ripa, 


* 8 


vis converted afterwards into a Church; left any 


themſelves ſufferers by the change, in loſing the be- 
nefit of ſuch a protection for their children; care 
woas taken to find out, in the place of the Heathen 
„Sold, a Chriſtian Saint, who had been expoſed too in 
er dis infancy, and found by chance like Romulus; and 


of or the fame reaſon, might be preſumed to be juſt 


ce, as fond of children, as their old Deity had been: and 


th 7 1 hus the worſhip paid to Romulus, being now tranſ- 
ith ferred to Theodor us, the old ſuperſtition ſtill ſubſiſts, 


vnd the cuſtom of preſenting children at zhis ſhrine 
Feontinues to this day without intermiſſion; of which 
I myſelf have been a witneſs, having ſeen, as oft as 


"Wecently dreſſed, each with a child in her lap, fitting 


Ty 


eps. 9 ealth of the infant. 8 15 
ich In conſecrating theſe Heat hen Temples to the Popiſn 
his worſhip, that the change might be the leſs offenſive, 


ES hey generally obſerved ſome reſemblance o 

en; and character in the Saint, whom they ſubſtituted to 
rſes the old Deity: © If, in converting the profane wor- 
» his ſhip of the Gentiles (ſays the Deſcriber of modern 


of a Rome [q]) to the pure and facred worſhip of the 
ple Church, the faithful uſe to follow ſome rule and 
was proportion, they have certainly hit upon it here, 


occaſions had regard rather to a ſimilitude of name 


«© > 


© [7] Rom. Mod. Gior, 2, Rion; Ripa, 10. 
| Had an h 8 dre 6 "2 


Popery and Paganiſm 23 


piece of ſuperſtition ſhould be loſt, or the people think 


f looked into this Church, ten or a dozen women 


ith filent reverence before the altar of the Saint, 
in expectation of his miraculous influence on the 


and the old ſuperſtition as little ſhocked as yon, 
quality 

A in dedicating to the Madonna, or holy Virgin, the 

1 * Goddeſs.” But they have more frequently on theſe 


the br ofane name of that Deity might be converted | 
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\ 


erected to St. Baccho [5]; and, in their ſtories of their 


corruption of the old names; and that the adding of 


a Change very natural, if we conſider that the tit 


power is juſt as imaginary, as that of its old guardian 


.. 5 4 
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In another place, I have taken notice of an Alia: 


Saints, have obſerved the names of Quirinus, Romu- "7 
la e Redempta, Concordia, Nympha, Mercurins It!? 
which, though they may, for any thiog that! 
know, have been the genuine names of Chriſtian Mar- 
2 yet cannet but give occaſion to ſuſpect, that 


ſome of them at leaſt have been formed out of a! © 


” 1 0 
- 
p 85 
$0 SS 


a modern termination, or Iralianizing the old name 2 


ſent Saints: Thus the corruption of the word Sorade 7 


the old name of a mountain mentioned by Horace [4], 


in fight of Rome) has, according to Mr. Addiſon, added 


one Saint to the Roman Calendar; being now ſoften- 4 


ed, [x] becauſe it begins with an $, into St, Oreſte; in 
whoſe honour a monaſtery is founded on the place: A 


of Saint is never written by the 7talians at length, 7 
but expreſſed commonly by the ſingle letter S, as 


S. Oraite: And thus this holy Mountain ſtands now 


under the protection of a Patron, whoſe being and 


Apollo. | | 2 
Sandi cuftos Soractis Apollo, Vir. En. 9. 


3 No 
Aringh. Rom, Subter, I. 2, 21. I. 3. 12. 1, 4. 16, 22. 


[4] Cur Land ont ĩͤ d3 ene 
41 Addiſen's travels from Peſaro, &c. to Rene. 


Popery and Paganiſm. 25 
No ſuſpicion of this kind will appear extravagant 
to thoſe, who are at all acquainted with the Hiſtory 
ef Popery; which abounds with inſtances of the groſſeſt 
torgeries both of Saints and Reliques, which, to the 


It is certain, that, in the earlier ages of Chriſtianity, 
he Chriſtians often made free with the ſepulchral 
ones of Heathen monuments, which, being ready cut 
Ro their hands, they converted to their own uſe ; 
and, turning downwards the ſide, on which the old 
ppitaph was engraved, uſed either to inſcribe a new 


. pne on the. other ſide, or leave it perhaps without 
: 1 ny inſcription at all, as they are often found in the 
lar. Catacombs of Rome [z]. Now this one cuſtom has 


4 frequently been the occaſion of aſcribing Martyrdom 


ot nd Saint/bip to perſons and names of mere Pagans. 
of = Mabillon gives a remarkable inſtance of it in an old 
* one, found on the grave of a Chriſtian, with this In- 


2 Wcriprion [a]. 


re- 1 
Ee 5 D. M. 
[4], © IVLIA EVODIA 
\ded FILIA FECIT. 
ten | MATRI. 

{by And becauſe in the ſame grave there was found like- 
title iſe a glaſs vial, or lacrymatory veſſel, tinged with 
igth, ga reddiith colour, which they call 5/ood, and look up- 
S. as on as a certain proof of martyrdom [4]. this Julia 
now Evodia, though undoubtedly a Heathen, was preſently 
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one of thoſe above-mentioned, and borrowed from 
ga heathen Sepulchre. But whatever the Py there 


_ buried might have been, whether Heathen or Chriſtian; 
"0: 7 > ES 
6, 22. | Mabill, Iter Ital. p. 225. 5 81 8 


Aringh. Rom. Sudt. I. 3. c. 22, 
Vid. Mabill, ibid. | 
Mont, Diar, It. p. 118, 


SN 


ſcandal of many even among themſelves L)], have 
peen im poſed for genuine on the poor ignorant people. 


adopted both for Saint and Martyr, on the authority 
-dian Jof an ixſcription, that appears evidently to have been 
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_ pleaſant account of a negotiation between the Spa. 


very ſubject [c] The Spaniards, it ſeems, have? 


one, who had been Præfectus. VIARum, or overſen, 
ef the highways. Ee 8 1 


_ cloak, which Alban happened to have, at the time of, 
his execution; being a word derived from the Greet, 


cal perſons uſually wore in that age. 


ginal impreſſions of our Saviour face, on two d fferent i 


it is certain, however, that it could not be Evodia | 
ter but her mother only, whoſe name is not there 
ſignified. 5 9 

The fame author mentions ſome original pape, 
which he found in the Barbarine Library, giving a War 


niards and Pope Urban the VIIlth, in relation to th; Wt 


Saint, held in great reverence in ſome parts of Spain, 
called Viar; for the farther encouragement of whoſe: M8 


_ worſhip, they ſolicited the Pope to grant ſome ſpe- 4 H 


Aus 
LL 


cial indulgence to his altars; and, upon the Pope's de- 
fring to be better acquainted firſt with his character, 
and the proofs, which they had of his ſaintſhip, they * 
produced 4 ſtone with theſe antique letters S. VIAR 


vrhich the antiquaries readily ſaw to be a ſmall frag. 


ment of ſome old Reman Inſcription, in memory off * 


But we have in England an inſtance ſtill more . 


diculous, of a factitious ſaintſhip, in the caſe of a ce. 


tain Saint, called Amphibolus; who, according to out | 


 Monkiſh Hiſtorians, was Biſhop of the iſle of Man, and ; 1 
Fellow Martyr and Diſciple of St. Alban: yet the learned Er 
. 2 Uſher has given good reaſons to convince us, kd 


that he owes the honour of his /ainz/hip, to a miſtaken — 


peoaſſage in the old adts or legends of St, Alban [d]. he 


where the Amphibolus mentioned, and fince reverenced B 
as a Saint and Martyr, was nothing more than the 


2 


and ſignifying a rough ſhaggy cloak, which eccleſaſti- 


eee 


They pretend to ſhew us here at Rome, two ori- un 
Hand- Mane 


5 Vid. Mabill. Iter Ital. p. 145. „„ 5 
Ufer. de Britan. Eccleſ. Primord. c. 14. p. 639. 48% 1 
It. Bp. Floyd's Hiſtor, Acc, of Ch, Govern. in Gr, Brit. c. 7: 

Pe 151. TT aro 
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Peopery and Paganiim, 27 
% pbandterchiefs; the one, ſent a preſent by himſelf to 
gere Abgarus Prince of Edeſſa, who by letter had delired 
i picture of him; the other, given by, him at the 
ers, | Mime of his execution, to a Saint, or holy woman, 
Ng \ pamed Veronica, upon a handkerchief, which ſhe had 
Spa. ent bim to wipe his face on that occaſion: both 
this Which handkerchiefs are ſtill preſerved, as they affirm, 
nd now kept with the utmoſt reverence; the firſt 


1 
3 
WS 
4 * 


ve a _ | . W 
pain, in S'. Sylveſter's Church; the ſecond in St. Peter's; 


hoſe. Where, in honour of this ſacred relique, there is a fine 
ſbe ear built by Pope Urban the VIIlth, with the ſtatue 
"de. f Veronica herſelf, with the following inſcription [e]. 
. X SALVATORIS IMAGINEM VERONICA 
AR SU DARIO EXCEPTAM 125 
frag VT LOCI MAIESTAS DECENTER 

off - CVSTODIRET URBANVS VIII. 
„ ONE. MAR: 
 MARMOREVM SIGNVM YT 
e . ET ALTARE ADDIDIT CONDITORIUM 
ce. EXTRVXIT ET ORNAVIT. 5 


9 


0 Out: 5 8 . 5 2 | 
„and There is a prayer in their books of offices, or- 


e us, nd miraculous picture, in the following terms. 


taken Conduct us, O thou bleſſed figure, to our proper home, 
{a}: Pere we may behold the pure face of Chriſt LF J. 

enced But notwithſtanding the authority of zhis Pope, 
3 the In! his inſeript ion, this VERONICA, as one of the r 


@D-({t authors has ſhewn [LJ like Amphiòeius before- 
hentioned, was not any real perſou, but the name 
ven to the picture itſelf by the old writers, who 
Mention it; being formed by b'undering and con- 
oof : punding the words VERA ICON, or true image, 

at Ihe title inſcribed perhaps, or given originally to the 
, {Wandkerchief, by the firſt contrivers of the impoſture. 

5 D 2 33» 


Mabill, Iter Ital. p. 88. 


: 1 W Aringh. Rom. Subterran. Tom. 2. p. 452. W 
4 41 1} See Conſorm. of Ant. and Modern Ceremonics, p. 1584 
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28 The Conformity between ; 
Theſe ſtories however, as fabulous and childiſh a 
they appear to men of ſenſe, are yet urged by grave? 
authors in defence of their image- worſhip, as certain | 
proofs of its divine origin, and ſufficient to confound 1 
all the impious oppoſers of it [V]. e FITS 9 
I ſhall add nothing more on this article, than that 

whatever worſhip was paid by the antients to THER 2 
Heroes or inferior deities, the Romaniſts now pay the 
_ fame to THEIR Saints and Martyrs; as their own in. 
|» feript/ons plainly declare; which, like thoſe mention. 


"225808 


d. Marten Latii, ſic nos Te, Dive Georg, | 7. 


ag As Mars our Fathers once ador'd, ſo now 
To Thee, O George, wie humbly proſtrate bow. 


And every-where through Traly, one ſees ther IF 
ſacred inſeriptions ſpeaking the pure language of 74 
ganiſm, and aſcribing the ſame Powers, Character, 
and Attributes, to their Saints, which had former) 
been aſcribed to the Heathen Gods; as the few het! 
- Exhibited will evince. 8 1 


[e] Aringh. Rom. ſubt. T. 2. I. 5. e. 4. Rom. Mod, Cin 5 9 
Rion. di Bor. ; N : | 7 
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"I 
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'GEORGIO STEPHANOQVE 
CVM DEO OPT. MAX. 


DIVIS 
PRAESTITIBVS IVVANTIBVS 


Bolaonius cenſures the author of the laſt inſcrip- 


tion, for the abſurdity of putting the Saints before 
God himſelf; and imitating too cloſely the antient in- 
ſcription, which I have ſet againſt it, where tlie 


ame impropriety is committed in regard to Jupiter. 


Tobi; Fi] Vid. Boldonii 
422. 


It. 6 


9. 


As 


Epigraphica, p. 439. It. p. 348. It. p. 


[4] Gruter. Corp. Inſcript. p 


, 50. It. Cic. Or. pro Lege 
Man, 15, It. Grut. p. 54. It. p. 50. It. p. 22, It. ib. p. 2. 


— — 


— 

n — — —— — —— — — — — q — 

PPT 2 ˙ A IS _7" + ® * 4 - 
*. as mY , A en eve ———_ om o 
— — 
< —— = - — —— — — — 
— — — — — 
2 pn * N - * ow D — — —— — 
fs 4 1 * 
8 Ee 
* N p 
- * 


2 
—— —— — —— — > ns — 
by 
m_y 


39 The Conformity between 


. Maſs, and ſeen the whole congregation proſtrate on 
the ground, in the humbleſt poſture of adoring, at 
the elevation of t“ is conſecrated piece of bread ; I could i 


We ſee the proots and overt- acts of their ſuperſtition Il 
the whole face of the country has the viſible h. 


| ſhrines, Compitales: whoſe little temples or altar 


at leaſt coarſly carved of wood or ſtone, were places 


As to that celebrated act of 11 Idolatry, the 
1 Adoration of the Hoſt; I muſt confeſßs,, 
Adoration that I cannot find the leaſt reſemblance | 
of the Hoſt. of it in any part of the Pagan worſhip: | 
| and as oft as I have been ſtanding by at 


| 24.8 £ « * 


not help reflecting on a paſſage of Tully, where 
ſpeaking of the abſurdity of the Heathens in the b 
choice of their Gods, © But was any man, ſays he, 
« ever ſo mad, as to take that which he feeds upon, 
* for a God [J]?“ This was an extravagance re.. 


138 
<P 


ſerved for Popery alone; and what an old Roman could! 


not but think too groſs, even for Egyptian Idolatr 8 
to ſwallow, is now become the principal part ff 
worſhip, and the diſtinguiſhing Article of Faith, in 
the Creed of modern Rome. „ 

But their temples are not the only places where 


racters of Paganiſm upon it; and where- ever we look 7 
about us, we cannot but find, as St. Paul did in 
Athens Lin], clear evidence of its being poſſeſſed by 1 8 
ſuperſtitions and idolatrous people. 4 
The old Romans, we know, had their Gods, w- 
preſided peculiarly over the roads, ſtreetih® 
Rural and high. ways, called Viales, Sewitale 


decked with flowers, or whoſe at, 


at convenient diſtances in the public ways, for tie 
benefit of travellers, who uſed to ſtep aſide to pa 
their devotions to theſe rural Shrines, and beg 1Þþ 


proſperous journey and ſafety in their travels , * 
Now this cuſtom prevails ſtill ſo generally in A. 


, 


| _ Popiſi 
II] cic. de Nat. Deor. 3. 
fm] Act. Apoſt. xvii. 17. | N 5 85 
[=] Apulei. Florid, 2. Plaut, Merc. 5. 24 * Q 
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Popery and Paganiſm. 311 
Fopiſh countries, but eſpecially in Italy, that one can | 
fels, FF ſee no other difference between the old and preſent 
ance | ¶ ſuperſtition, than that of changing the name of the 
hip: | Deity, and chriſtening as it were the old Hecate in tri- 
y at | = viis, by the new name of Maria in trivio; by which 
e on title, 1 have obſeryed one of their Churches dedicated 
g, a in this city [o]: and as the Heathens uſed to paint 
-oull over the ordinary Statues of their Gods with red or 
here; ſome ſuch gay colour [þ}, fo I have oft obſerved 
|; the} the coarſe Images of theſe Saints ſo daubed over with 
s he, a gaudy red, as to reſemble exactly the deſcription 
pon, of the God Pan in Virgil, Eclog. X. of 
e ren . 5 
could! 3 Sanguineis ebuli baccis minioque rubentem. 
ola, „% os” a, | | 5; 
rt fe 
th, inf 


the 


= [The proceſs, as it may be called, of Idol- making, 
and Idol-worſhip, is as beautifully ſet forth, as finely 
& ridiculed, in the book of Wiſdom, chap. xiii. ver. 11. 
where to 19, © Now a carpenter, [or timber-wright] after 
11100: he hath fawn down a tree meet for the purpoſe, 
e cha = © and taken off all the bark skilfully round about, 
e look and hath wrought it handſomely, and made a 
did in “ veſſel thereof fit for the ſervice of man's life; and, 
d by „ after ſpending the refuſe [or chips] of his work to 
X <« dreſs his meat, hath filed himſelt; and raking the 
« yery refuſe among thoſe which ſerved to no uſe, 
“(being a crooked piece of wood, and full of knots) 
vitalen © hath carved it diligently, when he had nothing 
* altar © elſe to do, and formed it by the skill of his un- 
ſtatus © derſtanding, and faſhioned it to the image of a 
place © man; or made it like ſome vile beaft, laying it over 
for the © with vermilion, and with paint, colouring it red, 
to paſſin © and covering every ſpot therein; and when he 


3 Who, Y | 


a 


beg i © had made a convenient room for it, ſet it in a 


els L © wall, and made it faſt with iron; for he provided 
in a © for it, that it might not fall, knowing that it was 
33 * unable 
2) 2 Rom. modern. Gior. Rion. di Colonna, c. 11. 


21 Plin. Hiſt. N. I. 35s 124 Ibid, I. EKY 7. It. Pau an, 8 
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32 The Conformity berwern 
V unable to help itſelf (for it is an image, and hath 
* need of help); then maketh he prayer for his goods, 
« for his wife and children, and is not aſhamed to 
te ſpeak to that which hath no life. For health he 
e calleth upon that which is weak: for life, prayeti: [ Y 
to that which is dead: for aid, humbly beſeecheth ' 
% that which hath leaſt means to help; and for a 
2 = journey, he asketh of that which cannot | © 
ſet a foot forward: and for gaining and getting, 
. and for good ſucceſs of his hands, as keth ability , 
4 to do, of him that is moſt unable to do an; 
os thing.” | | FEY | „ 
The fame writer finely obſerves, that ſuch of the Þ 7 
heathens as worſhipped the great luminaries of he- 
ven, although blameable, that they could not, thro' | 
the works of God, ſee the firſt Author of beauty who | © 
created them; yet are they leſs culpable, than thoiz | # 
who in dead things placed their hope; who called them, 
gods, which are the works of mens hands, c. xiii. ver. 10. | * 
For that which is made with hands (c. xiv. v. 8.) 1 
curſed, as well as he that made it: he, becauſe he | 
made it; and it, becauſe, being corruptible, it was called 
God. Being ſiumbling-blocks (ver. 11.) to the ſouls ® 
of men, and a ſuare to the fer. of the unwiſe. For the 
deviſmg of Idols was the beginning of ſpiritual forni- | RF 
cation; and the inventions of them, the corruption of | * 
tife. But to return:] . 1 
In paſſing along the road, it is common to ſee tra- 
vellers on their knees before theſe ruſtic altars; which 
none ever preſume to approach without ſome act of 
reyerence; and thoſe, who are moſt in haſte, or at 
a diſtance, are ſure to pu'l off their hats ar leaſt, in 
token of reſpect: and 1 took notice, that our poſti- 
lions uſed to look back upon us, to ſee how we be- 
= haved on ſuch occaſions, and ſeemed ſurpriſed at our 
paſſing ſo negligently before places eſtee med to ſacred. 
bs But beſides theſe Images and Altars, 
Roods. there are frequently erected on the road 
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| B and hung round with the trifling offerings of the 


the ſuperſtitions veneration, which the Heathens uſed 
to pay to ſome old zrunks of trees, or poſts, ſet up in 
= the highways, which they beld ſacred [+}, or of that 
3 venerable Oak in Ovid LJ, covered with garlands, and 
IX votive offerings : ? 142 
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ſuperſtition of theſe countries, was to ſee thoſe little 
Oratories, or rural Shrines, ſometimes placed under 


* 8 


4 
1 


mind of a ſtory, that I have met with here, of a 
= Popiſh Oak very like it; viz. how a certain perſon, 
devoted to the worſhip of the Virgin, hung up a 

| 7) picture of her in an Oak, that he had in his vineyard, 
which grew ſo famous for its miracles, that the Oak 
= ſoon became covered with vorive offerings, and rich 
| 2 preſents from diſtant countries, ſo as to furniſh a fund 
| at laſt for the building of a great Church to the mira- 
ciulous picture; which now ſtands dedicated in this 
city, under the title of St. Mary of the Oak [t]. by 
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huge wooden croſſes [q], dreſſed out with flowers, 


country-people; which always put me in mind of | 


Stabat in his ingens, &c. 


Revrend with age, a ſtately Oak there ſtood, 
Its branches widely ftretch'd, itſelf a wood, 
With ribbands, garlands, pictures, cover'd o'er, 
The fruits of pious vows from rich and poor.“ 


This deſcription of the Pagan Oak puts me in 
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But what gave me ſtill the greater notion of the 


Ps ay. 


ES 1 


the cover of a zree or grove; agreeably to the deſcrip- 
tions of the old idolatry, in the ſacred as well as pro- 
jane writers [u]; or more generally raiſed on ſome 
eminence, or, in the phraſe of Scripture, on high pow j 
N 7 


9] Durant. de Ritib. I. 1. c. 6. 
Fr] Tibul. El. 1. 11. 

s Metamorph. 8. < 2 | 

t] Rom. Modern. Gior. 3. c. 30. Rion, della Reg 
L Lucus & Ara Dianæ. Hor. : 
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34 De Conformity between 
the conſtant ſcene of idolatrous worſhip in all ages; is 
being an univerſal opinion among the Heathens, that 
the Gods in a peculiar manner loved to refide on- 
eminences or tops of mountains [w]: which Pagan no- 
tion prevails ſtill ſo generally with the Papiſts, that 
there is hardly a roch ar precipice, how dreadful or 
difficult ſoever of acceſs, that bas not an Oratory, or 
Altar, or Crucifix at leaſt, planted on the top of it. 
Among the rugged mountains of the Alps in Savoy, 
very near to A little town called Modana, there ſtands Þ 
on the top of a rock, a chapel, with a miraculous Image | 
of our Lady, which is viſited with great devotion by | 
the people, and ſometimes, we were told, by the Xing 
himſelf ; being famous, it ſeems, for a miracle of a 
ſingular kind, (viz.) the reſtoring of dead-born children | 
to life; but ſo far only, as to make them capable of FF 
| Baptiſm, after which they again expire; and our | 
landlord aſſured me, that there was daily proof of the | 
truth of this miracle, in children brought from all | 
quarters to be preſented before this Shrine; who ne- 
ver failed to ſhew manifeſt tokens of life, by ſtretching | 
out their arms, or opening their eyes, or even fome- 
times making water, Whilſt they were held by the 
- Prieſt in preſence of the Image. All which appeared 
ſo ridiculous to a French gentleman, who was with * 
me at the place, but had not heard the ſtory from 
our landlord, that he looked upon it as a banter o 
fiction of my own, till I brought him to my author,, 
who with his wife, as well as our voiturins, very 
- ſeriouſly teſtified the truth of it; and added farther, Þ* 
thar, when the French army paſſed that way in the 
laſt war, they were ſo imp:ous, as to throw down. | 
this ſacred Image to the bottom of a vaſt precipice | 
bard by it, which, though of wood only, was found 
below entire and unhurt by the fall, and ſo replaced 
in its Shrine, with greater honour than ever, by the 
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atteſtation of this nem miracle. : [7 
On the top of Mount Senis, the higheſt mountain pez, . 

; „ „ 8 Fs 
[0] II. b. 50, Cic, pro Mil. 8 | fa 


of the Alps, in the ſame paſſage of Savoy, covered with 
perpetual ſnow, they have another Chapel, in which 


| © they perform divine ſervice once a year, in the Month 


© accident of a ſudden tempeſt in a place ſo elevated 
g manded to extripate from the face of the earth: Ye 


„ ſhall utterly deſtroy the places wherein the nations 


4 upon the hills, and under every green tree: and ye 


8 &@ v0 we oe vo. 


„ burn their groves, and hew down the graven 
Images of their Gods [x]. | 


5 
2 * 


When we enter their towns, the caſe is {till the 
r Fame, as it was in the country; we find every-where 


c | the ſame marks of Idolatry, and the ſame reaſons to 
make us fanſy, that we are till treading Pagan ground; 


- {whilſt at every corner we ſee Images and Altars, with 
amps or candles burning before them; exactly an- 


ſwering to the deſcriptions of the antient writers [y]; 
e nd to what Tertullian reproaches the Heathens witn, 
d hat „their ſtreets, their markets, their baths, were 
h not without an idol [X], But above all, in the 


Yr Holy days. eſpecially their religious proceſſions, we ſee 
r, - 


5 the genuine remains of Heatheniſm, and 
'y = 
r. 


Nome, which old Numa firſt tamed and civilixed by 
1c the arts of religion: who, as Plutarch ſays [a], „ by 
the inſtitution of ſupplications and procetuons to 
the Gods, which inſpire reverence, whilſt they 
1 give pleaſure to the ſpectators, and by pretended 

LS. 225 f oe, hy 990 pe: ON, RES 

[7 Deuteron. xii. 2,3. 

in 


Prometh. Cic. Off. 3 26. 
Q fat De Spectac. Co 8. 


4 Plutar, in Numa, p. 16. 
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ef Auguſt; and ſometimes, as our guides informed us, 
to the deſtruction of the whole congregation, by the 


and expoſed. And this ſurely comes up to the de- 
ſeription of that worſhip, which the Fews were con- w‚ 


4 ſerved their Gods, upon the high mountains, and 


„„ ſhall overtthrow their altars, break their pillars, 


pomp and ſolemnity of their Holy-days, and 


proof enough to convince us, that this is ſtill the ſame 


y ] Xeneph. I. 4. It. Eurip. Elec. 387. Lucian. in 
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F © miracles, and divine apparitions, reduced the fierce 
' ſpirits of his ſubjects under the power of ſuper- 
1 ſtition.“ „ . 
5 " The deſcriptions of the religious pomp 
' Proceſſions. and proceſſions of the Heathens come { | 
15 near to What we ſee on every feſtival of i 
the Virgin, or other Romiſh Saint, that one can hardly 
help thinking theſe Popiſh ones to be till regulated bi 
the old ceremonial of Pagan Rome. At theſe ſolemn; Wt 
ties the chief magiſtrate uſed frequently to aſſiſt in robe; 
of ceremony; attended by the Prieſts in ſurplices [O 
with wax candles in their hands, carrying upon 
- pageant or thenſa the Images of their Gods, dre ſſed out 
in their beſt cloaths: theſe were uſually followed by 
the principal Fuck of the place, in white linen wei 
ments or ſurplices, ſmging hymns in honour of the 60 
. whoſe feſtival they were celebrating; accompaniei Mil 
by crouds of all ſorts, that were initiated in the ſam Wt 
religion, all with flambeaux or wax candles in their i 
bands. This is the account which Apuleius, ani 
other authors, give us of a Pagan proceſſion ; and I may Mur. 
appesl to all, who bave been abroad, whether it migh c 
not paſs quite a+ well for the deſcription of a Po 
one. Monſieur Tournefort, in his travels through Gree, al 
refl-&s upon the Greek Church, for having retained 
and taken into their preſent worſhip many of the o 
res of Heatheniſm, and particularly that of “ carrying Bi 
and dancing about the Images of the Saints in i heir 
e proceſſions to ſinging and muſic [c}]:” the reflec 
tion is full as applicable to his own, as it is to the, 
Greet Church; and the practice itſelf fo far from giv-I 
ing ſcandal in Italy, that the learned Publiſher of the 
Florentine Inſcriptions takes occaſion to ſhew the c. 
formity between them and the Heathens, from this 
very inſtance of carrying about the pictures of thei 
Fi SAILS 


135! Apul, ibid. Vid. Paufan. 2. 7. 
1 le] Tournefort. Lit. 3. 4. 
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Popery and Paganiſm. 37 
Saints, as the 45 did thoſe of their Gods, in their 
ſacrad proceſſions [d]. © . N 
5 / In mo 1 web] proceſſions, made lately 4 1 
to St. Peter's in the time of Lent, I ſaw. Self-whip- __ 
that ridiculous penance of the flagelantes pers. 

or ſelf whippers, who march with whips. ! 

y their hands, and laſh themſelves as they go along, 
os the bare back, till it is all covered with blood; in 
the ſame manner; as the fanatical Prieſts of Bellona or 
the Syrian Goddeſs, as well as the votaries of is, uſed 
co {laſh and cut themſelves of old, in order to pleaſe 
the Goddeſs, by the ſacrifice of their own blood: which 


* 
o 


u mad piece of diſcipline we find frequently mentioned, 


and as often ridiculed, by the antient writer. 
== But they have another exerciſe of the ſame kind, 
ad in the fame ſeaſon of Lent, which, under the 
Emotion of penance, is ſtill a more abſurd mockery of 
l religion: when on a certain day, appointed an- 
Exually for this diſcipline, men of all conditions aſſem- 
lie themſelves towards the evening, in one of the 
dburches of the City; where whips or laſhes made WH |! 
pf cords are provided, and diſtributed to every perſon 
eeſent; and after they are all ſerved, and a ſhort of» —— ⁊᷑⁊à 
ce of devotion performed, the candles being put out, 1 
pon the warning of a little bell, the whole company 
Pegin preſently to ſtrip, and try the force of theſe 
rhips on their own backs, for the ſpace of near an 
hour: during all which time, the Church becomes, 
Bs it were, the proper Image of Hell: where nothing 
s heard bur the noiſe of laſhes and chains, mixed with 
the groans of theſe {elf-tormentors; till, ſatiated with 
their exerciſe, . they are content to put on their cloaths, 
and the candles being lighted again, upon the tinkling 
df a ſecond bell, they all appear in their proper dre, wi 
| Seneca, alluding to the very ſame effects of fan Jai 
iſm in Pagan Rowe, ſays; © So great is the force ' Mini 
n on diſordered minds, that they try to appeaſe the 
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[4] Iaſeript. Artig. Flor, p. „ 
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fury; and I cannot but think, that there was a gren 


— 


Gods by ſuch methods, as an enraged man would Þ the 
0 hardly take to revenge himſelf. But, if there be 
4 any Gods, who deſire to be worſhipped after this 


4 ſelves [e].“ But there is no occafion to imagine 


with regard to theſe Bellonarii, or whippers of anti P 
 gnity, though it is uſually imputed to his crucly, jm 
5 to cut and flaſh themſelves in good earneſt [/]. | 


gies. all from the fame ſource of Paganini 


not degenerated from their predeceſſors, in the art 3 
forging theſe holy impoſtures ; which, as Livy obſerye 
| of Old 


the Latins, the Gods Caftor and Pollux are ſaid to hai 


tze fact, there was fhewn, we find, in Cicero's ti“ 


. eg ] Liy, I. 24+ 10. 


1 


1 Bet FE | 


4% manner, they do not- deſerve to be worſhipped at 
« all; fince the very worſt of Tyrants, though they FR 
« have ſometimes torn and tortured peoples limbs , 
« yet have never commanded men to torture them. 


that all the blood, which ſeems to flow on thele oc 
caſions, really comes from the backs of theſe Bigots 
for it is probable, that, like their frantic Predeceſſir, 

map uſe ſome craft, as well as zeal, in this ther 


deal of juſtice in that edict of the Emperor Commody, 2 bd 

when he commanded, that they . ſhould not be ſu:Þ* 

« fered to impoſe upon the ſpectators, tut be obligeſ 
If I had leiſure to examine the prerendi 


Miracles miracles, and pious frauds, of the Romi Ih 
and prodi- Church, I ſhould be able to trace then 


and find, that the Prieſts of New Rome ac 


Rome [g]. were always multiplied in prof 
portion to the credulity and diſpoſition of the pool 
people to ſwallow them.“ | 2 ol 
In the early times of the republic, in the war wit 


appeared on white horſes in the Roman army, which H 
their aſſiſtance gained a complete victory: in memo! 
of which, the General Poſthumixs wowed and built 
Temple publicly to thoſe Deities; and, for a proof d 
138 


.I Seneca Fragm. apud Lipfi Ele, I. 2. 16, 
I Lamprid. in Commado, 9. 
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the mark of the horſes hoofs on a roch at Regillum, 
where they firſt appeared [H]. . 

= Now this miracle, with many others, that I could 
mention of the ſame kind [i]. bas, I dare fay, as au- 
© thentic an atteſtation, as any whicb the Papiſis can 
produce; the decree of a Senate to confirm it; a Temple 
erected in conſequence of it; viſcble marks of the fact 
oithe ſpot where it was tranſacted; and all this ſupport- 
ed by the concurrent teſtimony of the beſt authors of an- 
auiiy; amongſt whom Dionyſius of Halicarnaſſus ſays 
le. that there were ſubſiſting in his time at Rome ma- 
Iny evident proofs of its reality, beſides a yearly feſtival, 
with a ſolemn ſacrifice and proceſſion in memory of it: 
ust for all this, theſe ſtories were but the jeft of men of 
lenſe, even in the times of Heatheniſin [I]; and ſeem ſo 
extravagant to us now, that we wonder, how there 
could ever be any ſo ſimple, as to believe them. 


of the ſame ſtamp in the Popiſh Legends, which they 
bave p'ainly built on this founJation, and copied from 
bis very original? Nor content with barely copying, 
bey ſeldom fail to improve the old ſtory, with ſome 


the preſent caſe, inſtead of two perſons on white 
en they take care to introduce three; and not on- 
don white horſes, but at the head of white ar mies; 
in an old hiſtory of the holy wars, written by a 
Pretended eye-witn:{s, and publiſhed by Mabillon, it 


55 
185 
2 & 


ys folemnly affirmed of St. George, Demetrius, and 


ah, the marks of hands and feet on.rocks and ſtones, 


5 Cic. de Nat. Deor. 1, 3. 5. ib. 2. 2. Vid. de Div. 1. 34 
1 Cic. Nat. D. 2. 2. Plutar. in vita P. Emil. Val. Max. c. 
8. Is L. Flor. I. T, 11. J. I. 12, 6 - 75 

0 Dion. Halic. I; 6. p · 3 37. Edit. Hudſon. | 


Aut fi hoc. fieri potuifſe dicis, doceas oportet quomodo, 
dee fabellas aniles profe-as. Cic Nat. Deor. 3. 5. 

[m] Vid. Bell. Sac. Hiſt, in Mabill. Iter Ital. T. 1.-Par. 2. 
F . 
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, of Fl . hy ED 0 19 
Fopery and Pagani, 30 
Popery and Paganiſm, 39 


What better opinion then can we have, of all thoſe | 
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ditional forgery and invention of their own. Thus“ 


1 


beodorus [n]. They ſhew us too, in ſeveral parts of 


Ji to bave bren eff. cted miraculouſly by the a- 
F | abt j rition 
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e 
„e 


WL. 


40 The Conformity bettween 
rition of ſome Saint or Angel on the ſpot [u]: juſt az 
the impreſſion of Hercules's feet was ſhewn ot old ona 
None in Scythis [o], exactſy reſembling the footftey; BY - 
of a man. And they have alſo many Churches and! 
Publis monuments ere cted, in teſtimony of ſuch mi. | 
*racles, wiz, of Saints and Angels fighting viſibly ſ i 
#hem in their battles; which though always as ridicu 
F ous as that above-mentioned, are not yer ſupports! ! a; 
by half ſo good evidence of their reality {p) Pari {1}; 
eularly, there is an Altar of marble in St. Peter's, ont % 
of the greateſt pieces of modern ſculpture, repreſent Mt long 
ing, in figures as large as the life, the ſtory of Arti In 
King of the Hunns, who in full march towards Rom: of th 
with a victorious army, in order to pillage it, wu brou 
frighted and driven back by the apparition of an A aſter 
gel, in the time of Pope Leo the firſt, the 
The Caſtle and Church of St. Angels have alſo ther was: 
title from the apparition of an Angel over the place rhe 2 
in the time of Gregory the Great (j - 
© The religion of Ceres of Enna was cele! rated, un 

** Cicero informs us, with a wonderfu} devotion 
both in public and private, through all Sicily : {of 
her preſence and divinity had been frequently mam, 
**© feſted to them by numerous prodigies, and mar 
% people have received immediate help from ber ii people 
their utmoſt diſtreſs. Her Image therefore in th 
Temple was held in ſuch veneration, that when” 
% men beheld it, they fanſied themſe:ves beholdingi 
either Ceres herſelf, or the figure of her at leaſt non 
„ made by human hands, but dropt down to the 
„ from heaven DJ. Now if, in the place of Ce 

" of Enna, we ſhou d inſert into th s relation, our Loa 
of Loretto, or of Impruneta, or any other mir aculoi . 
Image in Italy: the very ſame account would ſuit , : 
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Ii] R. Mod. Gior. 5. Rion, di Campetalli, c. 1. 
al Herodot. I. 4. p. 4. 251. Edit. Lond. 
Boldonii Epigraph. I. 2. p. 249. 8 
Rom. Moder. Giorn. 1. Rion. di Borgo, 1. 
Cic. in Verr. 4+ 49» Ib, bh 7. * 
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exactly with the hiſtory of the modern Saint, as it is 
1 BS told by the preſent Romans, as it formerly did with 
x IE that of Ceres, as it is tranſmitted to us by the Antients. 
d And what elſe indeed are all their miraculous Images, 
- which we ſee in erery great town, ſaid to be made 
7 dy Angels, and ſent to them from heaven, . [5], but 


. » 


+» {mere copies of the antient Fables, of the AroneT2s 


e A, or Image of Diana dropt from the Clouds 
t li]; or the Palladium of Troy, which, accord ing to 
de oll Authors [u], was a wooden ſtatue three cubits 
long, which fell from heaven. os 

ln one of their Churches here, they thew a picture” 
ef the Virgin, which, as their Writers affirm: [wi], Was 
brought down from heaven with great pomp, and 


after having hung a while with ſurpriſing luſtre in 


the air, in the ſight of all the Clergy and people of Rome, 
ei; was delivered by Angels into the hands of Pope John 
e the Firſt, who marched out in ſolemn proceſſion, in 

order to receive this celeſtial preſent. And is not this 
exactly of a piece with the old Pagan ſtory of King 
o Numa, when, in this ſame City, he iſſued from his 
palace, with Prieſts and People after him, and with 
e pablic prayer, and ſolemn devotion, received the Ancile, 
a or Heavenly ſhield, which in the preſence of all the 


pl 
* 


People of Rome, was ſent down to him with much 
tha the ſame formality from the clouds [x]? And as that 
an 
jung ordered ſeveral: others to be made ſo exactly like it, 
chat the original could not be diſtinguiſhed [3]; ſo 
tde Romiſhi Prieſts have thence taken the hint, to form, 
35 after each celeſſial pattern, a number of copies, da per- 
fectly reſembſing each other, as to occalion endleſs 


A 
* 


1737. 
e AR. Apoſt. e. xix. 35. | Fines 
[ Vid. Pitifci Lexic. Antiquitat: . ;, = 

w] Vid. Rom. Modern. Giorn, 2. Rion, di Ripa, c. 43. 
| x Ov. Faſt. I. 3. 5 95 „ | 
L |] Ibid, | 


wiſe Prince, for the ſecurity of his heavenly. preſent, 


[5] Aung. Rom, Subter, I. 5. c. 5, Montfauc, Diar, ibid. 
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|  fing by her toa carcleſly: and, in St. Paul's Churcb 18. 
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42 The Conformity between 
ſquabbles among themſelves about their ſeveral pre- 
tenſions to the divine original. 


a er 
0 ; tus 
The rod of Moſes, with which he performed he «© th 
_mmracles, is ſtill preſerved, as they pretend, and ſnewu © o 
here with great devotion, in one of the principi Fort: 
' Churches: and juſt ſo the rod of Romulus, with which] 28 A 
he performed his auguries, was preſerved by th * tr 
Prieſts, as a ſacred relique, in old Rome, and kept wit T 
great reverence from being touched or handled by thi St. M4 
people [X]: which rod too, like moſt of the Pop or rc 
reliques, had the teſtimony of a miracle in proof of ii [g] : 
ſanctity; for when the Temple, where it was ke vio! 
was burnt to the ground, it was found intire under ih Rom 
aſhes, and untouched by the flames [a]: which fam Mon 
miracle has been borrowed and exactiy copied by th corror 
preſent Romanus, in many inſtances; particularly, in: their 
"miraculous Image of our Saviour in St. John Lateran calan 
over which the flames, it ſeems, had no power, thou rior 
the Church itſelf has been twice deſtroyed by fire [l. anotl 
8 Nothing is more common among th [mag 
Speaking miracles of Popery, than to hear of Image a blo 
images. that on certain occaſions had ſpoken; o And! 
dDuied tears; or ſweat; or bled: and d lood, 
not we find the very ſame ſtories in all the Heath f ter 
Writers? Of which 1 could bring numberleſs «x it 
- amples from old as well as nem Rome, from Pagani All 
well as Popiſh legends. Rome, as the Deſeriber of i Fderiv 
ſays [e].“ abounds with theſe treaſures, or ſpeakim pri 
Images:“ but he laments the negligence of theif advan 
anceſtors, in not recording, ſo particularly as the n po. 
_ ought, the very words, and other circumſtances, of uu dime! 
* converſations, They ſhew us here an Image of t 


þ- 


Virgin, which reprimanded Gregory the Great, for pal 1 [4] 
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1 Plutar. in Camil. 145. D. CC 
La] Valer, Max. c. 8. 10. It. Cic. de Divin. 1. 17. Piut 
| 1 Rom. Moder. Gior. 6. Rion. di Monti, 11. 
le Rom. Mod. R. di Monti, 21, 5 
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Peper and Paganifn. 43 


a crucifix, which ſpoke to St: Bridgir [4]. Duran- 
tus mentions another Madonna, which“ ſpoke to 
the ſexton, in commendation of the piety of one 
of her votaries [e].“ And did not the Image of 
Fortune do the fame, or more, n old Rome? Which, 
as Authors ſay, © ſpoke twice in praiſe of thoſe ma- 
„ trons, who had dedicated a Temple to her L/ . 
Tbey have a Church here dedicated to N 
S.. Maria del Piante, St. Mary the Weeper, Weeping i- 
or to a Madonna famous for ſhedding tears mages. 
28 [gs]: They ſhew an Image too of our Sa- 3 
viour, which for ſome time before the Sacking of 


* 
8 COME Th, ht 
8 
7 e 
2 N * 


Monaſtery were all employed in wiping its face with 


tbeir anceſtors, when, on the approach of ſome public 
acalamity, the ſtatue of Apollo, as Livy tells us, © wept 


: 4 another Church built in honour ot an b 
te Image, which bled very plentifully, from Bleeding d- 
ga blow given to it by a blaſphemer [kJ]. mages. 
And were not the old Idols too as full of  _ 


it []?“ 5 eee 
All which prodigies, as well modern as antient, are 


I priefts or governors, in order to draw ſome gain or 
advantage out of the poor people, whom they thus 
impoſe upon; [counting life a paſtime, and their 
time here à market for gain: For, ſay they, we muſt be 
r Er ety 
1 la] Ibid. Gior. 5. Rion, di Campetalli- Mabill. D. Italic. p. 
Achs. e 
fle]. Durant, de Rit. I. 1. c. 5. 5 
I/] Valer, Max. 1. 8. N 
Is] Rom. Mod, Gior. 3. Rion. della Regoſa, . 
Plut. 4 Ib, Gior. 6. Rio, di Mon. 3232 
[4 Liv, I, 4J» 13. N oh 
Rom. Mod. Gior. 3. Rio, di Ponte, 17. . 
J Liv. 23. 31. Ib. 27. 4 1 3 


Rome wept fo heartily, that the good fathers of the 


cotton [H]. And was not the caſe juſt the ſame among | 
or three days and nights ſucceſſively LJ?“ They have 

blood, when, as Livy relates, © all the Images in the 
PF temple of Funo were ſeen to ſweat with drops of 


derived from the ſame ſource, viz. the contrivance 
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44 De Conformity (between 
getting every way, though it be by evil means, Wild. 
vi. 12, 

_ Xenophon, though himſelf much addicted to ſuper- 
N peaking of the Prodigies, which preceded the 
attle of Leuctra, and portended victory to the The- 
bans, tells us, that « ſome people looked upon them FE 
* all as forged and contrived by the magiſtrates [.] TY holy 
the better to animate and encourage the multiruac: #7 59%? 
and as the originals themſelves were bur impoſtures e“ 
it is no wonder, that the copies of them appear ſuch K. 4 
groſs and bungling forgerie. 1 
1 I have obſerved a ſtory in Herodot held 
Holy houſe. [u], not unlike the account, which j bum 
Aiven of the famed travels of the houſe of #1597 
Loretto; of certain ſacred myſtical things, that travel. ſeſ 
led about from country to country, and, after many re. . ma 
movals and journeys, ſettled at laſt, for good and ali, in 9 
Delus. But this impoſture of the holy houſe might be, tha 
ſuggeſted rather, as Mr, Addiſon has obſerved [o], by wh 
the extraordinary veneration paid in old Rome to the , Our 
cottage of its founder Romulus: which was held f. Ae 
* cred by the people, and repaired with great care Thi 


« from time to time, with the fame kind of materials | AT 


« ſo as to be kept up in the Game form, in which i" oug 
„ was Originally built [p].“ It was turned alſo, II reve | 
find, like this other cozrage of our Lady, into a temples #], „ 
and had divine ſervice performed in it, till it happenei % led 
to be burnt down by the fire of a /acrifice in the time andin 
of Auguſtus [q]: but what makes the ſimilitude ti! 
more remarkable is, that this pretended cottage 
Romulus was ſhewn on the Capitoline Hill [r]; where. 
as it is certain, that Romulus himſelf lived on _ 5 


m] Xenoph. Hellen. 1.6. 
WK Herodot. I, 4. p-. 235. Edit. Lond. 


J Addifon's Travels from Peſaro to Rome. 


3 + a 1 1. | 

io, I. 48. p. 437. : 1 

| r] Val. Max. I. Ys e. 11. Vitruv, I. 2+ c., 1. Vid, ctiall 
Macrob. Sat. 1. IF, Virg. En. 8. 65. ̃ | | 
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R Popery and Paganiſm. 45 
Palatine [s]: ſo that if it had really been the houſe of 


2 Romulus, it muſt needs, like the ro houſe of Loretto, - 
have taken a leap in the air, and ſuffered a miraculous 


4 
$70) 
de. 


tranſlation, though not from ſo greit a diſtance, yet 
from one hill at leaſt to the other. 5 | 
Baut if we follow their own writers, it is not the 
bo houſe of Loretto, but the homely cradle of our 
Faviour, that we ſhould compare rather with the lit- 
ile houſe of Romulus: which cradle is now fhewn in 
F. Mary the Great, and on Chriſimas-day expoſed on 
the high altar to the adoration of the people; being 
held in the ſame veneration by preſent Rome, as the 
humble cottage of its founder had been ty its old inha- 
1 Witants , Rome, ſays Baronius [t], © Is now in poſ- 
* ſeſſion of that noble monument of Chriſt's Nativity, 
made only of wood, without any ornament of ſilver 
or gold; and is made more happily illuftrious by it, 
| than it was of old by the cottage of Romulus; 
> which, though built only with mud and ſtraw, 


s our anceſtors preſeryed with great care for many 
E bs . apes,” 7 , 048 3 ; | | * IM 


"3 The LiqueſaGion or melting of St. Ja. 


rh | warins's Blood at Naples, whenever it is St. Janu- 
brought to his head, which is done with arius's | 

I reat ſolemnity on the day of his feſtival Blood, 

2 J, whillt at all other times it continus 
i Tried and congealed in a glaſs phial, is one of the 
mn Landing and moſt authentic miratles of Italy, Yer 
rm . Addiſon, 'who twice ſaw it performed, aſſures us, 
1 bat inſtead of appearing to be a real miracle, he 


ere! bought it one of the moſt bungling tricks, that he had 
/ %% 
5 Mabillon's account of the fact ſeems to ſolve it 


2 


1 9 Plutarch. in Rom. p. 30. Dion, Hal. I. 2. p. 170. Fd, 
Mud. SEN CIO | 


| (7) Vid. Baron. An. 1, Chriſti 8. It. Aring. Rom. Subt. 


V | | 


muy [w] Addiſon's Tray, at Naples. 


46 De Conformity berueen 
| very naturally, without the help of a miracle x]: for M.,. 
during the time that a Maſs or two are celebrated in . 
the Church, the other prieſts are tampering with the? 
pPhial of blood, which is '** ſuſpended all the while in! 
* ſuch a fituation, that as ſoon as any part of it be. 
« gins to melt by the heat of their hands, or other? 
„ manzgement, it drops of courſe into the lower fi 
„of the glaſs which is empty; upon the firſt di 
| covery of which, the miracle 1s proclaimed aloud, i - 
the great joy and edification of the people. . 
But by what way ſoever it be effected, it is plain . h | 
nothing elſe, but the copy of an old cheat of the ſam 10 
kind, tranſicted near the ſame place, which Horaa , 
makes himfelf merry with in his journey to Brand: 
fin; telling us, how the prieſts would have impoſe 
upon him and his friends, at a town called Gnati, = 
by perſuading them, that the Frankincenſe in tœ 
e temple uſed to diſſolve and melt miraculouſiy d , 
4 itſelf, without the help of fire )].“ | +} 
Ia the Cathedral Church'of Ravenna, I ſaw in Me e, 
Work the pictures of thoſe Archbiſhops of the plc . 
who, as all their hiſtorians affirm [Z], were chou e. 
for ſeveral ages ſucceſſively by the ſpecial deſigna ta 
of the Holy Ghoſt, who, in a full aſſemb!y of the Clerc 
and People, uſed to deſcend viſibly on the pe, 
elect, in the ſhape of a Dove. If the fact of ſuch ade f 
ſcent be true, it will eaſily be accounted for by a pi 5 
ſage in Aulus Gellius, (whence the hint was probab} WW... * 
taken) who tels us, that Archytas the Philoſopher au . : 04 
Mathematician formed a © Pigeon of wood ſo art. : Kr 
e 'ficially, as to make it 'fly by the power of Me. who 
“ chaniſm, juſt as he directed it [a]“ And we fi. 4 
from Strada, that many tricks of this kind werf The 
actually contrived for the diverſion of Charles the Fi hat 
in his Monaſtery, by one Turrianus, who made 1 " 


on 
. 
212. 


=] NMabill. Iter Ital. p. 106. 
y Hor, Sat. - 1. 5. v. 98. 5 
* Hiſt. Raven. &c. Aring, Rom. Subt. I. 6. c. 48. 
4 A. Gell. Noct. Att. I. 10. 1122; 
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ird. fly out of the room, and back again, by his great: 


* 
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| 5 
PV: 
) Wh 
On.” 
-/ x9 


Kh acts. | 13233 | 5 
Fröbe ſtory of Aion be Muſician, riding triumphant 
vith his harp on the bach of 4 Dolphin, that took him 
up when thrown over-board at Sea, is, one would 
Eithiak, too, groſsly fabulous, to be app ied to any pur- 
poſe of Chriſtian Sußerſtition: yet, our preſent Romans 
ſo far ſurpaſs the old in Fable and Impaſture, that out 
of this ſage ſtory they have coined ma of the ſame 


1 


7¹ 

amp, viz. of Dolphins taking up and Gigi aſbore 
ich great pomp ſeveral of their Saints, both dead 
aud alive, who have been zhrown into the ſea by In- 
St 15 _ to drown, or to deprive them of bus 
BY The fable of the Harpyes, thoſe furirs or winged 
Vonſtere, who were 10 troubleſome to Axeas and his 
endanions [d], ſeems to be copied in the very firſt 
arch within the walls of Rowe, cloſe to the gate of 
| 


he people, as it is called, by which we enter it from 
the north: where there is an Altar with a public In- 

| rien Je], fignifying, that it was built by « Pope 
"WF Paſchal the ſecond, by divine Inſpiration, in order 
eto drive away a neſt of huge dæmons or monſters, 
= who uſed to perch upon a tree in that very place, 
* and terribly inſult all who entered the city,” _ 
The Popiſh Writers themſelves are torced to allow, 
chat many both of their reliques, and their miracles, 


hayes 
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6] Vid. Gronovii Not. in Gell. Ibid, 
4 Aringh. Rom. Subterr. I. 1. c. 9, 10. 

Virg. En. 3. 211. 03 ob re Rd dt Io. 
e For the Inſcription itſelf, ſee our Author, Octavo Edit, 
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ot money and lucre. Durantus, a zealous defender 
former; particularly of the bones of a common thief, 


and worſhipped, under the title of St. Martin [f J. And 5 
for the latter; Hra, in his Comment on Bel and th 


Fraud, error, and ſuperſtition, in the world. 


all Nations. 
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48 The Conformity betageen 
hive been forged by the craft of Prieſts, for the fake 


of all their ceremonies, gives ſeveral inſtances of the 


which had for ſome time been honoured with an altar, 


Dragon, obſerves, that ſometimes ' alſo, in the 
« Church, very great cheats are put upon the peo 
«« ple, by falſe miracles, contrived,” or countenanced i Lhiev 
« at leaſt, by their prieſts, for ſome gain and tem- In 
e poral advantage [g].” And what their own author, limita 
confeſs of ſome of their miracles, we may venture, Perors 


without any breach of charity, to believe of them ali adulte 


nay, we cannot indeed believe any thing elſe without from 
impiety; and without ſuppoſing God to concur, in to rec 
an extraordinary manner, to the eſtabliſhment of {Mieteſtz 
| The refuge or protection given to a, mon 
Church who fly to the Church for ſhelter, is 2 yhilſt 
alum. privilege directly transferred from the 5. open, 
I then temples to the Popiſh Churches; and Veral o 
has been practiſed in Rome, from the time of its {MP aces, 
founder Romulus; who, in imitation of the Cities I vithin 
Greece, opened an Ahlum or Sanctuary to fugitives o E , N tl 
$2, | 72 5 


Ws | 3 A : tear a y 
Romulas, ut ſaxo lucum circumdedit alto, pf Paga 
Qauilibet huc, inquit, confuge; tutus eris (Ul. 78 c 
e JCSCFGCV AF oY | * . ever | 


But we may obſerve the great moderation of Pi. In any p 


gan, above that of Popiſh Rome, in regard to this cu much 


tom; for I do not remember that there was ever on ex 
more than one Aſylum in the times of the Republic; N Rurhori- 


- whereas there are now ſome hundreds in the ſame city; 
and when that ſingle one (which was opened rather 


for 


acerdotu 0 


ei V. Nic. Lyr. in Dans c. 14. 
. Ov. Faſt. 3˙ | 


1 Popery and Paganiſm. 49 
for the increaſe of its inhabitants, than the protection 
= of criminals) was found in the end to give tov great 
© encouragement to miſchief and licentiouſneſs; they 
BS incloſed it round in ſuch a manner, as to hinder all at- 
WE ceſs 10 it [7]: whereas the preſent Popiſh Sanctuaries 
tand perpetually open, not to receive ſirangers, but 
to ſhelter villains ; fo that it may literally be faid' of 
EStheſe, what our Saviour ſaid of the Fewiſh Temple, 


4 


v8, 


8 


limitations put upon the uſe of this privilege by Em. 
eerors and Councils; and the greater crimes of murder, 
adultery, rapes, theft, ec, were eſpecially excepted 
rom the benefit of it [.]: but now they ſcruple not 
uo receive to ſanctuary, perſons guilty of the moſt 
i eteſtable crimes; and it is owing without doubt to 


a 3 4 : $v. 
4 open, to ſecure offenders from legal puniſhment ; fe- 
nd Feral of whom have been ſhewn to me in different 


0 


Pa 


cul- much better plea, ſtyle himſeif the Succeſſor of the 

ever ont fe Maximus, or chief Prieſt of old Rome; whoſe 

lieiRuthority and dignity Lm] was the greateſt in the K. 

ity 1 ; publics 

ther Wl „ +. 1 1 
for ] Dio, J. 47. p. 385. 


Thieves [l]. 3535 5 
In the early ages of Chriſtianity there were many 


bis policy of Holy Church, that murders are ſo com- 
non with them in Italy on flight provocationss - _ 
av hilt there is a Church always at hand, and always 
aces, wilking about at their eaſe, and in full ſecurity, 


5 In their very Prieſthood they have con- 


Achat they have turned the houſe of Prayer into a den of 


thin the bounds of their ſunctuary. 


rived, one would think, to keep up as Sovereign 
Fear a reſemblance, as they could, to that Pontif, 
pt Pagan Rome: and the ſovereign Pontif, 


[> 
HE 
"8 
V4 
FE 
1 
N 


Wt ever he was at Rome, did not reſide there, at leaſt 
gn any pomp or ſplendor) may with more reaſon, and 


„ Matth. xxi. 13. 15 | 
ee, 4 5; Me 

m] Cic. pro Dom. 1. Feſt, I. 11, in voce Max, Id. in Ordo 
acerdotum. Vell. Pater. l. 2. 128. | 3 
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Inſtead of deriving his ſucceſſion from St. Peter, (who 
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50 The Conformity between 
public; and who was looked upon as the arbiter o eric. 
judge of all things, civil as well as ſacred, human x; Þ* odon 
well as divine: whoſe power, eſtabliſhed atmoſt with 
the foundation of the City, © was an omen, (ſay; 
« Polydore Virgil) and ſure preſage, of that prieſtly Þ* 
 * Majeſty, by which Rome was once again to reign ſ* 
Has univerſally, as it had done before by the for 
„ 1 þ”. = £& 
hut of all the ſovereign Pontifs of Pagan Rome, it iſh 
very remarkable that Caligula was che fr, who eva: 
offered his foot to be kiſſed by any, who approach 
him: which raiſed a general indignation through th 
City, to ſee themſelves reduced to ſuffer fo great u 
Indignity: Thoſe, who endeavoured to excuſe it," 
aid, that it was not done out of inſolence, but vanit 5 
and for the ſake of ſhewing his golden ſlipper, ſet wi 
jewels, Seneca declames upon it, in his uſual manner 
ab the laſt affront to liberty, and the introduction | 
a Perſian flavery into the manners of Rome [o]. le fettien 
this ſervile act, unworthy either to be impoſed «ME py: 
complied with by man, is now the ſtanding cere-Mihhe Ja. 
monial of Chriſtian Rome, and a neceſſary condition 7; 
of acceſs to the reigning Popes; though derived fron 
no better origin, than the frantic pride of a brut om 
Pagan Tyrant. ol lac, : 7 
The great variety of their religious o. 
Religious ders and ſocieties of Prieſts ſeems to hae? 
orders. been formed upon the plan of the old co. 
Alleges or fraternities of the Augurs, Pon 
tiſices, Salii, Fratres Arvales, Sc. The Veſtal Virgin 
might furniſh the hint for the foundation of Nunneries: 7 
and I have obſerved ſomething very like to the ruls beging 
and auſterities of the monaſtic ls, in the character and Fries, 
manner of ſeveral Prieſt, of the. Heathens, who uſd 
to live by themſelves, retired from the world, near u _ _ 
the Temple or Oracle of the Deity, to Whoſe particuat (?] F 


25 | | ſer vice 1 + Vid 
9 Pol. Vir. In. rer. I. 4. 14. . ESchol, T 
| a? Senec. de Benef, I. 2. 13. [9] A 


| Popery and Paganiſm, . 51 
ſervice they were devoted; as the Selli, the Prieſts of | 
PDodonæan Fove [p], a ſlt-mortifying race. 


Wboſe groves the Selli, race auſtere, ſurround; 
Their feet unwaſh'd, their ſlumbers on the Ground. 


EZ From the character of theſe Selli, or, as others call 
them, Elli, the Monks of the Pagan World; ſeated in 
ne the fruittul ſoil of Dodona; abounding, as Heſſod de- 
a WTcribes it, with every thing, that could make life eaſy 
"2nd happy; and whither no man ever approached 
Ethem without an offering in his hands; we may learn, 
Irhence their ſucceſſors of modern times have derived 
hat peculiar skill, or preſcriptive right, of chuſing 
the richeſt part of every country for the place of their 
ſettlement 7. 13 4 
EZ But above all, in the old deſcriptions of ß 

e lazy mendicant Prieſt among the Hea- Mendi- 
bens, who uſcd to travel [q] from houſe cants. 
who houſe, with ſacks on their backs; and, 


- - N 4 OY 
1 > . 4 4 7 f : £ 
- 1 — 2 J 2 122 — - - 2 ot, PI, 
— [4 ww = 1 k r 4 1. * — FS WC 
C FR - — 8 7 . > "a 2 — * "I? N 
—— 5 2 — 3 3 * 22 22 * A, og q R 
ad 4 a a - D1 + 4 Wo ” , N 
— G4". —— ö — onedng: 
— —— V 


* 
= — —ñ—ñ 
— 22 


— - — 1 _ I F 2 _ 5 7 
-” 5 . 5 ——— 2 3 n n E - 8K 
n — . 8 8 3 a ' . LES IG 2 * 8 
ra ? 8 15 Aer 5 2 2 — * — 
= 2 2 * ow ns = : 
ws, > b 


I —_— 
8 


15 
0 1 


55 
} 
LS v 
\ 
>: 
1 
13 


ED 


om an opinion of their ſanctity, raiſe 40 contri- 


Putions of money, bread, wine, and all kind of victuals, 
r the ſupport of their fraternity; we ſee the very pic- 
ayef ute of the begging Friers ; who are always about the 
cal reet in the /ame habit, and on the ſame errand, and 
1 bever fail to carry home with them a good full ſack of 
gi proviſſons for the uſe of their convent. | 


3 


N 


ies: f Cicero, in his 5ook of laws, reſtrains this pract ice of | 
ule; ing, or gathering alms, to one particular order of 
and Frieſts, and that only on certain days; becauſe, as he 
JJ XX 
r 0 | WA e e f 
ua [2] Plato in Timæo, N 1044... 
ie! SST Ys TEL 
* % Þ Vid. Sophoc. Trachin. p · 340. V. 1175. Edit. Turneb. & 

. Schol, Triclin, | | N e 


[2] Apuleius Metam. 1, 8. p. 262, 7 
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/ The Conformity between 


families“ Which, by the way, may let us ſee the 


Pure Heatheniſm. 1 ſha!l not trouble my ſelf with in. 


vrhether they were contrived by the intrigues a] 
avarice of Prieſts, who found their advantage in 1e 


a = e Prof 
Ladd Ad 


lays [y], © it propagates ſuperſtition, and impoveriſhes 


policy of the Church of Rome, in the great care, that 
they have taken to multiply their begging orders. 
I could eaſily carry on this parallel, through many 


more inſtances of the Pagan and Popiſh ceremonies, i 


I had not already ſaid enough, to ſhew from wa 
fpring all that ſuperſtition flows, which we ſo juſt: = 
charge them with; and how vain an attempt it mule 
he, to juſtify, by the principles of Chriſtianity, a worſhi) 
formed upon the plan, and after the very pattern, of 


quiting at what time, and in what manner, theſe ft. 
vera] corruptions were introduced into the Church: 


1 viving and propagating impoſtures, whici 
B piſs pr. had been of old ſo profitable to their re 
aa aſs deceſſors; or whether the genius of Rom 

| was ſo ſtrongly turned to fanaticiſin aui , 
AR faperſiition, that they were forced, in con- 
deſcenſion to the humour of the people, to dreſs vt 
their new religion to the modes and fopperies of th: 
old. This, I know, is the principle, by which their We 
own Vriters defend themſelves, as oft as they are - 
tacked on this head, | HE 

Aringhus, in his account of ſubterraneous Rome: 


acknowleges this conformity between the Pagan aud c ks. 
Popiſh rites, and defends the admiſſion of the cr. hav" 
monies of Heatheniſm into the ſervice of the Church, / tor 15 
the authority of their wiſeſt Popes and Governors [5 | Worſh 
« who found it necefliry, he ſays; in the converiv I have 
of the Gentiles, to diſſemble and wink at many wars 
things, and yield to the times; and not ro uſe force met 
« apainſt cuſtoms, which the people were fo obſt- WM ame C 
« nately fond of; nor to think of extirpating at oc more 
« eyery thing, that had the appearance of profane; preten 
; 3 83 ä = | & but ame f 
| 7 Cic. de Legib. 1. 2. 9, 16. | 


s| Vide Aring. Rom. Subter, Tom, I, L 1. c. 21. 


ee but to ſuperſede in ſome meaſure the obligation of 
ae the ſacred laws; till theſe converts, convinced by 

degrees, and informed of the whole truth, by the 
4 ſuggeſtions of the Holy Spirit, ſhould be content to 
4 ſubmit in earneſt to the yoke of Chriſt.” 1 
lt is by the ſame principles, that the Jeſuits defend 


U 


che conceſſions, which they make at this day to their 
1 Proſelytes in China; who, where pure Chriſtianity 


will not go down, never ſcruple to compound the 
matter between Jeſus and Confucius; and prudently 
allow, what the iF old Prophets ſo impoliticly con- 
. demned, a partnerſhip between God and Baal; of which 
; though they have often been accuſed at the Court of 
15 N © Rome, yet I have never heard, that their conduct has 
wveen cenſured. But this kind of reaſoning, how 
7 EZ plauſible ſoever it may be, with regard to the firſt 
m 
mi 


8 J tion of it; ſiace the neceſſity alleged for the prac- 


Paganiſin, is ſo far from excuſing the preſent Gentiliſm 


50 


tice, if ever it had any real force, has not, at leaſt for 
many ages paſt, at all ſubſiſted: and their toleration 
of ſuch practices, however uſeful at firſt for recon- 
ceiling Heathens to Chriſtianity, ſeems now to be the 
readieſt way to drive Chriflians back again to Hea- 
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ages of Chriſtianity, or to nations juſt converted from 


of the Church of Rome, that it is a direct condemna- 
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54 The Conformity betaveen 
Thus far our learned Author, in his letter from 


Rome; which paſſed thro' three Editions before it 
received any Anſwer. But then a Roman Catholic 


ſuppoſed to contain all the material objectio 7 
that the Papiſts have to make againſt the Letter, au, 
What they can urge in their own defence, we ſhit 
give the Subſtance of our Author's Reply to it 


Which, will bring a cauſe, ſo concerning to both 


Communions, to an iſſue before the candid Reade ſ# 
who will be enabled thereby to determine upon ti 


merits both of the Charge, and the Defence. 


The Author of the Letter declares, That he cannot 
think it ftrange, that a man, whoſe avowed def 
and ſole employment amongſt us, is, to make convert ; 
to the Romiſh Church, ſhould treat a work with ion 
acrimony, that was publiſhed with no other vie 
than to blaſt his hopes, and obſtruct his endeavous 
to delude the people of this nation: bur that it giv 
him a ſenſible pleaſure to obſerve, what theſe Mit 
Lonaries of Rome are forced to confeſs, that his litt 
perſormance is a real obſtacle to their deſigns; an 
that one of the firſt ſteps neceſſary towards advancinghs 
the Popiſh Intereſt in England, is to overtbrow t: 


credit both of the Letter, and its Author. 


Our Catholic therefore, ſays he, in the execution 
this task, ſets out with a general accuſation again 
me of foul play, and diſingenuity, and 4 reſolution 
ſuppreſs the truth; becauſe my charge againſt tbem 


grounded only, he ſays, „on certain ceremonies a0 
_* obſervances of leſs moment, without taking 1 
9 gice of the ſubſtantial parts of their religion; te! 
. © belief of the Scriptures; of the three Creeds, of ti 
_« Trantty ; the Euchariſt Sacrifice, Ge. which 100 
will pretend to be derived to them from the 


Thi 


|S 
con 
pofſ 
Vri Lows Ie, + 77 
Writer made an Attempt to confute it, in the Preface Þ# 
do a Piece publiſhed under the Title of The Catholi 
. Chriſtian inſtructed. And as this Piece may be fai 


LD 
* 
«x 


This, our Author ſays, is artfully thrown out, to 
confound the true ſtate of the queſtion; and to pre- 
poſſeſs the reader with a notion, that, inſtead of Po- 
I pery, he is attacking Chriſtianity itſelf, and ſuſtain- 
ing the cauſe of Infidelity, not of Proteſtantiſm : but 
every man of ſenſe, ſays he, will diſcern the fallacy, 
and obſerve, that it is Popery alone, with which lam 
engaged; or that Syſtem of ceremonies and doctrines, 

wich is peculiar to the Romiſh Church, as diſtin- 


of which I have undertaken to lay open, and, by an 
= biſtorical deduction of facts, to trace its origin in a 
u direct line, from Pagan down to Popiſh Rome. | 

In the farther ſupport of this charge, ſays the learn- 


EZ Author's exceptions to it, in the order as they lie in 


e it alleged in my letter, to which he has thought 
m proper to give any anſwer: the chief of which, as 
be, the Anſwerer, tells us, are, © Incenſe; Holy Water; 
un © Lamps and Candles; Votive offerings; Images; Cha- 
ive © pels on the way ſides and tops of Hills; Proceſſions; 
MER © Miracles [t].“ On theſe, ſays our learned Author, 
it 1 ſhall join iſſue with him; and endeavour to ſhew, 
an that his defence of them is not only frivolous and 


ti the inference, which I have drawn from tbem. 
4s to ſeveral of theſe articles, he makes one ge- 
neral Apology; that I « am miſtaken, in thinking 
every ceremony uſed by the Heathens, to be Hea- 
« theniſh, ſince the greateſt part were borrowed from 
em! the worſhip of the true God; in imitation of which, 
s 088 © the Devil affected to have his Temples, Altars, 
g 00 © Prieſts, and Sacrifices, and all other things, which 
17 e were uſed in the true worſhip” This he applies 
ot 10 
nonßz and adds, that if I had been as well read in the 
ic 1 * Scriptures, as I would ſeem to be in the Heathen 
| | | | Poets, 


on 
TK _ 


Thi {:] Pref, ib. p. 4. 


vv 
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euiſhed from other Chriſtian Churches: the ſource 


ed Letter writer, I ſhall now procede to examine our 


FE his Preface, and vindicate all the particular proofs of 


evaſive, but tends rather to confirm, than to confute 
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to the caſe of Incenſe, Lamps, Holy water, and Proceſſions; 


356 The Conformity between 

= — * Poets, I ſhould have found the uſe of all theſe in 
e the Temple of God, and that by God's appoint- 
TOTES 5; < 

Our Author fays, he ſhall not diſpute with him 
about the origin of theſe rites; whether they were 
firſt inſtituted by Moſes, or were of prior uſe and an. 
tiquity among the Egyptians. The Scriptures, ſays he, 
favour the laſt; which our Spencer ſtrongly aſſerts, 7 
and their Calmet and Huetius allow : but ſhould we! V 
grant him all, that he can infer from his argument, 
what will he gain by it? Were not all thoſe beggarly 
elements wiped away by the ſpiritual worſhip of the 
Goſpel? Were they not all annulled, on the account 
of their weakneſs and unprofitableneſs, by the more 
perfect revelation of Feſus Chriſt [w]? If then I 
ſhould acknowledge mylelf to be miſtaken, and re- 
cal my words; and inſtead of Pagan, call them Fewi/ 
ceremonies; would not the uſe of Fewiſh rites be 
abominable ſtill in a Chri/itan Church, where they we 
expreſsly aboliſhed and prohibited by God himſelf? 
But to purfue his argument a little farther: While 
the Moſaic worſhip ſubliſted by divine appointment 
in Feruſalem, the Devil likewiſe, as he tells us, had 
Temples and Ceremonies of the ſame kind, in order to 
draw Votaries to his Idolatrous worfhip : which, 
after the abolition of the Fewiſh Service, was carried V. f 
on ſtill with great pomp and ſplendor ; and, above all fran 
Places, in Rome; the principal ſeat of his worldly it ſha 
Empire. Now it is certain, that'in the early times £] lince 
of the Goſpel, the Chriſtians of Rome were celebrated 3 the fc 
for their zealous adherence to the faith of Chriſt, as of Inc, 
it was delivered to them by the Apoſtles, pure from theref 
every mixture either of Fewifh or Heatheniſh Super- evider 
ſtit ion; till after a ſucceſſion of ages, as they began Was n 
gradually to deviate from that Apoſtolic ſimplicity, 1 £01 
they introduced at different times into the Church * . 
the particular ceremonies in queſtion. Whence then But le 
+4 CA BEI: eee 


ny ke w. 5, 8. | ; 
i | | 2 Galat, iv. 9. Heb, vii. 18, | [] 


i 


N * 


: can we think it probable, that they ſhould borrow 
them? From the Fewiſh or the Pagan ritual? From 
1 Temple, remote, deſpiſed and demoliſhed by the 


3 perpetualiy in their View, and ſubliſting in their 
EF fireets; in which their Anceſtors and Fellow-citizens 

had conſtantly worſhipped ? The queſtion can hardly 
& © admit any diſpute: The humour of the people, as 
well as intereſt of a corrupted Prieſthood would in- 


vite them to adopt ſuch rites,” as were native to the 


2 ſoil, and found upon the place, as allowed by one of 
their own Authors, before quoted“; and which 
long experience had ſhewn to be uſcful, to the ac- 


we muſt neceſſarily call their ceremonies Jewiſh; or, 


call them, deviliſh. 

The Catholic Writer obſerves; that our | 
© Incenſe, as the moſt notorious proof of their 5 

= Paganiſm, and, like an art J Rhetorician, places is 
rongeſt argument in the 1 [x]. Vet he knows, 
ſiys our learned Author, that I have aſſigned a different 
b © fre thing, that ſtrikes the ſenſes, and ſurpriſes a 
ſtranger, upon his entrance imo their Churches. But 
it ſhall be my ſtrongeſt proof, if he will have lit ſo, 
ies Lince he has brought nothing, I am ſure, to weaken 
ed the force of it. He tells us, that there was an Altar 


46 of Incenſe in the Temple of Feruſalem ; and is ſurpriſed 


_ 5 therefore, how I can call it Heatheniſh: Vet it is 
er- evident, from the nature of that inſtitution, that it 


ty, its continuance, God would never have approved any 
ch ether Altar, either in Feruſalem, or any-where elſe. 
nen. But let him anſwer directly, continues our Author, to 


* Aringhus. See p. 82. 
[*] Pref, P · 5 K $ 
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Romans themſelves; or from Temples and Altars 


A —__ 


quiſit on both of wealth and power. Thus by the 
moſt candid conſtruction of this Author's reaſoning, 


n puſhing it to its full length, ſhall be obliged to 


Author begins his charge with the uſe of Incenſe, 


reaſon, for offering that the firſt: becauſe it is the 


„an was never deſigned to be perperual; and that, during 
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$8 The Conformity between 
this plain queſtion; Was there ever a temple in the world 
not friftly Heatheniſh, in which there were ſeveral 
Altars, all {moaking with incenſe, within one view, and 
aàt one and the ſame time? It is certain, that he mutt 
anſwer in the Negative. Yet it is as certain, that 
there were many ſuch Temples in Pagan Rome; and 
are as many ſtill in Chriſtian Rome: and ſince there 
Never was an example of it, but what was Paganiſh, 
before the times of Popery, how is it poſſible, that it 
could be derived to them from any other ſource ? or 
when we ſee ſo exact a reſemblance in the copy, 
how can there be any doubt about the original ? 
What he alleges therefore in favour of zzcenſe, is 
nothing to the purpoſe; © that it was uſed in the 
« Jewiſh, and is of great antiquity in the Chriſtian 
«© Church; and that it is mentioned with honour in 
„e the ſcriptures;” which frequently compare it to 
Prayer, and ſpeak of its ſweet odors aſcending up 
to God, &c, which figurative expreſſions, he fays, 
% would never have been borrowed by the ſacred 
« Penmen from Heatheniſh ſuperſtition [y]:” as if 
it ſach alluſions were leſs proper, or the thing itſelf leſ 
mw ſweet, for its os applied to the purpoſes of idola- 
| try; as it conſtantly was, in the times even of the 
ſame Penmen, and according to their own accounts, 
on the Altars of Baal, and the other Heathen Idols 
And when Feremiah rebukes the people of Judah for 
burning incenſe to the Queen of heaven [X], one can 
1 hardly help imagining, that he is prophetically 
pointing out the worſhip now paid to the Virgin; to 
whom they actually barn incenſe at this day under 
that very title [a]. 2 e 
hut it it be a juſt ground for retaining a practice 
in the Chriſtian Church, becauſe it was injoined to 
the Jews; what will our Catholic ſay for thoſe 
„ W uſages, (5] 1 


Pref. p. 6. | lle 
[z] Jerem. xliv. 17. | | 33 | L 
a]- Vid. Offic. Beatz Virg. Salve Regina ; Aue Regina/cele eL 
tum; Domina Angelorum, &c, 8 BT 


e. 


* 


Popery and Paganiſm, 59 
uſages, which were actually prohibited to the ems, 
and never practiſed by any, but by the Heathens and 
the Papifts ?---All the Egyptian Prieſts, as Herodotus 
informs us, had their heads ſhaved and _ 
= « kept continually bald [5].” Thus the Tonſure, 
Emperor, Commodus, that he might be ad- 
mitted into that order, © got himſelf ſhaved, and car- 
4 ried the God Anubis in proceſſion [c]. And it was 
on this account moſt probably, that the Fewiſh Prieſts 
were commanded, not to ſhave their heads, nor to 
make any baldneſs upon them [d].“ Yet this pa- 
gan raſure, or tonſure, as they chuſe to call it, on 
the crown of the head, has long been the diſtinguiſh- 
ing mark of the Romiſh Prieſthood, It was on the 
EZ fame account, we may imagine, that the Fewiſh 
= Prieſts ©. were forbidden to make any cuttings in their 
= feſb [e];” ſince that likewiſe was the common 
practice of certain Prieſts and Devotees among the 


” 
15 
2 "Fo 
. 
E 
— 
4 Y 
oe 
A, 
b" 
7 
i) 
o a 
8 
"BR » 
_ 
950+ 
COAX 
75 
8 
Pee AF 
. 
* 2 
2 4 


5 . Heathens, in order to acquire the fame of a more ex- 
d alted ſanctity. Yet the fame diſcipline, as I have 
it ſhewn in my Letter, is conſtantly practiſed at Rome, 
in ſome of their ſolemn ſeaſons and proceſſions, in 
i mitation of thoſe Pagan Enthuſiaſts: as if they ſearch- 
he ed the Scriptures, to learn, not ſo much what was 
ts, injoined by the true religion, as what had been uſeful 
ls, at any time in a falſe one, to delude the multitude, 
or and ſupport an impoſture. 9 
an 


Our Author makes the ſame apology 
for Holy-water, that he has juſt made for Holy-wa- 
ro. {zncenſe; that, in the Moſaic law, we ter. 
find the mention of a water ſanctified | 
for religious uſes;” which cannot therefore be cal- 


ice ed Heatheniſh; and that I might, with as good a WM 
1 . a 
ole 8 IR CELTS, 
ges, | [5] Herodot. I. 2. 36. 1 | | | 
. Nul grege linigero circumdatus, & grege caluor Juv. 6, 33s 

le] Lamprid. in Commod. . 5 „ 

Levitic. xxi. 5. Ezech. xliv. 20. 

lb e Levitic, Xx, 28. Xxi. 5» 


3 : : 
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| Baptiſm was ordained by Chrift, in the moſt folem: ſte f, 
manner, and for the moſt ſolemn purpoſe, as the ef. 


there is not the leaſt hint in any part of the Goſp: 
But our Author's zeal ſeems to have carried him be. 


Proteſtant country, what he might affirm with ap. 
plauſe in a popiſh ; that the inſtitutions of Chriſt ſtand 


1 Fenedicti- water, in a Feſtival at Rome, called thi 
on of horſes. Benediction of horſes, which ſeems to per. 


yet labours to render it ſuſpected; and deelares, © thi 
though he had fpent the greateſt part of his lik 


« thing [g].“ But whatever he thinks, or wou 


ttrue from the evidence of my own eyes: yet as | had 
no deſire, that the reider ſhould take my bare word 


to add ſuch teſtimonies of it, as every one will alloiv 
to be authentic. 1 | „5 N 


The learned Mabillon, as 1 have obſerved, intimates 


_ their worſhip, which be had never ſeen, till he tr, h 
=  vclled.into 1:aly; but, inſtead of defending, chulÞ, ©* uf 


| / 
\ ; 


grace, have proved the Sacrament of Baptiſin to J: 
Heatheniſh, as their uſe of Holy - water [f]. 

It is ſurpriſing, to hear ſuch a defence from any 
one, who calls himſelf a Chriſtian. The Sacrament 
fential rite of our initiation into his Church; whit I: 


that any other water was either neceſſiry, or Proper, | ; 
or uſeful in any degree to the waſhing away of fu 


yond his prudence ; and he forgets what ground h 
1s treading, if he fancies; that he can defend, in this 


upon no better foundation, than the injunitions of th 
Page, or at leaſt of the Popiſh Church. 
| 5 I have mentioned one uſe of their Holy 


plex bim. He dares not deny the fad, 


abroad, he had never ſeen or heard of any ſuck 


ſeem rather to think, of it, I know the thing to be 
for that, or any other fact in the Letter, I toqk car 


But if he really be a ſtranger to fo extraordinary 
a practice, he muſt be an improper advocate of 
cauſe, ef which he owns himſelf to be ignorant. 


his ſurprize at this, as well as many other parts of 
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Popery and Paganiſm. G6r | 
Urher to drop them in filence, or to give them up as 
uperſtitious: which might have been the caſe alſo 
f our Catholic, if he bad been better informed of 
Wt he facts, which he has undertaken to vindicate. 
hut if theſe men of leerning, and teachers of Reli- 
ion, know 1o little of what is done at Rome, how 
iy muſt it be, to impoſe upon the poor Catholics 
England, and keep them in the dark, as to the 
vore exceptionable parts of their worſhip, which are 
Pppenly avowed and practiſed abroad, to the ſcandal of 
the candid and moderate even of their own com- 
munion! „„ | 1155 
But though our Catholic ſeems ſo much aſhamed 
© 8! preſent of this Benediction of horſes, in their Church, 
can give him ſuch light into the origin of it, as 
vil make him proud of it probably for the future; 
From a ſtory, that I have obſerved in St. Ferom 
ubich ſhews it to be grounded on 4 miracle, and de- 
Fired from a Saint: I mean St. Hilarjon; the founder 
pf the Monaſtic orders in Syria and Paleſtine [HE]. 
The ſtory is this: A Citizen of Gaza, a Chriſtian, 
who kept a Stable of running horſes for the Cir- 
cenſian games, Was always beaten by his Antagoniſt, 
* an Idolater, the maſter of a rival ſtable. - For the 
\ vl. 19olater, by the help of certain charms, and di- 
aa abolical imprecations, conſtantly damped the ſpirits 
„on of the Chiiſtian's horſes, and added courage to his 
care own. The Chriſtian, therefore, in deſpair, applied 
ow himſelf to St. Hilarion, and implored his afliſt.nce; 
but the Saint was unwilling to enter into an affair 
a2 lo frivolous and profane; till the Chriſtian urging 
of it as a neceſſary defence againſt theſe adverſaries of _ 
an, God, whoſe inſults were levelled not ſo much at 
nate him, as at the Church of Chriſt; and his intreaties _ 
of being ſeconded by the Monks, who were preſent; | - 
ten- the Saint ordered his earthen jugg, out of which 
ul he uſed ro drink, to be filled with water, and deli- 
the ver ed to the man: who preſently ſprinkled his Stable, 
; | d Os 
[5] Hieron. Op. T, 4+ par, 2. p. 78. Ed: Ben. . 
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62 The Conformity between 


* his Horſes, his Charioteers, his Chariot, and th 


. « appointed originally by God for the ſervice of hi 


the foregoing articles. I had deduced the origin 0 
| theſe lamps from Egypt, upon the authority 0! 


tice, I take it for a neceſſary conſequence, that the 2 p 


% very boundaries of the courſe with it, Upon this 
% the whole City was in wondrous expectation: π 


* Idolaters derided what the Chriſtian was doing; Heath: 


while the Chriſtians took courage, and aſſurel i ſeruple 
* themſelves of victory; till the ſignal being give &"30Y 
* for the race, the Chriſtian's horſes ſeemed to 6,8 he Þ K 
« whilſt the, Idolater's were labouring behind, a Eilan 
« left quite out of fight; ſo that the Pagans then ee! 
« ſelves were forced to cry out, that their God Mamu oth 
* was conquered at laſt by Chriſt [i].* Thus this me. E: ery; 
morable Function, borrowed orig nally from the . dead 
gan Sprinklers of the Circenſian games, appears to bes . ligh 
antient almoſt in the Church as Monkery itſelf, ani the 
one of the firſt inventions, for which Popery ſtan oſt x 
indebted to that religious inſtitution.”  _ 5 Tha 
5 As to the Lamps and Candles, which U 
Lamps and are conſtantly burning before the Alta ſhou 
candles. of their Saints, he tells us once more; MR, ?7*: 


That though the Devil had procure 
« them to be ſet up in his Temples, yet they wer 


« Tabernacle; and were not therefore borrowed from 
„% the Heatheniſh, but the Moſaic worſhip [k].” 7 
Which I need not repeat, what I have already ſaid on : 


Clemens Alexandrinus: but he declares, that Clem]. 
ſays no ſuch thing; yet does not think fit to tell us| 
What it is that he has ſaid, nor how near it ap- 


proaches to the interpretation which I have given i Fog 
it. Clemens expreſsly aſcribes the invention of lamp r 


to the Egyptians, in which he is followed by Ewſebiu;i IT ca 
and fince lamps were uſed in all the Pagan Temple 
from the earlieſt times, of which we have any no- 


Egyptians were the firſt, who made uſe of them 
25 | 55 | | likewiſe t. Cave 


o 
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Wikewiſe in their Temples. But let that be as it 1 
F will, this at leaſt is certain, that the uſe of them in 1 if 
. {Chriſtian Churches was condemned by many of the 1 
„rimitive Biſhops and Presbyters, as ſuperſtitious and 1 
„ leatheniſn. But all theſe our Catholic makes no 
n ruple to brand with the title of Heretics [I]; tho MAY 
„ay of them, perhaps, might more truly be called, 1 
be Proteſtants of the primitive Chur h; particularly 1 
eiilantius; who, by all that J have been abe to ob- 
ee about him, incurred the Charge of Hereſy for 
m other crime, than that of Weiting againſt „ Monk- ; 1 | 
* ery; the Celibacy of the Clergy; praying for the N 
„ dead; worſhipping the reliques of Martyrs; and 1 
lighting up candles to them, after the manner of T9 
che Pagans Ln]. - But St. Ferom has given the 1 
na Loft rational definition of Hereſy, where he ſiys; LE 
That thoſe who interpret Scripture to any ſeuſe, [84 
;o WE repugnant to that of the Holy Spirit, though they WY 
n ſhould never withdraw themſelves from the Church, .... - Wh 
r Jet may be juſtly called Heretics [n]. By which 14 
nel rterion, the Romiſh Church will be found much HAN 
cr; {pore Heretical, than any of thoſe, who, either in ü 
- 1 rient or modern times, have ſeparated themſelves 1 
on dom its communion on the account of its doctrines. nl 
My next inſtance of their Paganiſm is, 1 
gon de number of their Donaria or Vative ef. Votive of- = 
1 gings, hanging around 2% Altars of their ferings. 11 
/ 0 pants; vvhere our Author, having nothing 1 1 
nen allege from Scripture, nor any example from an- 1 
Jus auity, but what is purely Heatheniſh, is forced to 1489 F 
ap- Fhange his tone, and to declare, That things inno- THR. 
n offs cent in themſelves cannot be rendered unlawiu}, . 
am for having been abuſed by the Heathens; and that ay 
ius it cannot be diſagreeable to the true God, that 1 
mples thoſe, who believe themſelves to have received AW 
7 n0- „„ G2 PR i uh 
t thei [1 Pref. p. 13. SEE | OI, hy A 1 | 
them (] Hieron. Oper. T. 4. part 2. p. 275, 282. edit. Benedict. 1 | 
ewiſe t. Cave's Hiſt. Liter. par. 1. | Rp 5 _ Hurd 
[*] Hieron. ibid. par. 1. p. 302. 12 | | 14 
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„ fayours from him by the prayers of his Saints Se. 


e ſhould make a public-acknowledgment of it o] WF 
But can a practice be called innocent, which is a ing 
confeſſed copy of paganiſn Superſtition? which tent; 5 


to weaken our dependence on God, and to place it on of t 


thoſe, who are not probably in a condition, either » WF J 
hear, or to help us? which imprints the ſame ven: * 
ration for the Chriſtian Saints, that the Pagans pil 2 "To 
to their ſubordinate Deities; and transfers the honor 31:6, 
due to God, to the Altars of departed mortals? Sud to er 
a worſhip, I ſay, ſo far from being innocent, mul g... 


neceſſarily be condemned by all unprejudiced men, 
as profane and idolatrous ; as it will more evidently BR tiſed 


appear to be, from our conſideration of the next a. to ii 
ticle, their worſhip of Images. - Win 
On this head, our Catholic pours out 5 digit 
Image- all his rage againſt me; charges me wit Imag 


worſhip, © Qlander and miſrepreſentation, and no- perl 
« torious untruths; ſays that I am no 10% 
better friend to Chriſtianity, than to Popery; tha] Ge 
% imitate the antient Heretics, and copy my aręu-· 
4 ments from the Apoſtate Julian [p]: by which iv 
ſhews, in what manner he would filence me, if bt 
had me under his diſcipline : but I can eaſily forgin 
his railing, while I find myſelf out of his power, 
and rejoice, that we live in a country, where he cal 
uſe a liberty, which no Popiſh Government would in e f 
dulge to a Proteſtant. The ground of all this clamoui in ey. 
is, my treating their Image-worſhip, as Idolatrou Wt or Po 
yet he does not pretend to contradict my facts, wul Are n 
the inference only, that I draw from them; and 
ſince he cannot overthrow my premiſes, is the mort 

enraged at my concluſion, n. 

I had defined Idols, upon the authority of St. erm 


1 * b | to be Images of the dead : where he is {imple enoug! fading 
do imagine, that I included in my definition, al leads t 
images and pictures whatſoever of the dead; and calls 

e 755 7 Pony | there 
[0] Pref.p 9, | „ | | 7 


8 * 


2 [2] Pref, 5 13. | 
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| therefore a brat of my own, which ] falſely father upon 


„.. Ferom [q] Yet every man muſt ſee, that I could 
mean no other images, but ſuch, as I was there treat- 
g ing of; ſuch, as had Temples, Altars, and a religious 

is 


E worſhip, inſtituted to them; for ſuch are all the Images 


of the Popiſh Church; and of all ſuch Images of the 

WT dead, I ſhall affirm again with St. Ferom, that they 

are true and proper Idols. e „ 

nit is not my preſent deſign to enter into a formal 

WE diſcuſſion of the nature of Idolatry; which, according 

"EE to every ſenſe of it, as our Divines have fully demon- | 
au arated, is now exerciſed in Popiſh Rome, upon the | 
1, very fame principles, on which it was formerly prac- 1 
"WE tiſed in Pagan Rome. The purpoſe of my Letter is, 4 
1 } 


co illuſtrate this argument by the more ſenſible evi- 
dence of fact; and, in ſpite of the cavils and evaſiye- 
diſtinctions of their Schools, to ſhew their worſhip of 
Images, or of Saints, call it which they will, to be pro- 
perly and actually idolatrous. But our Author defines 
8 Idols „to be ſuch Images only, as are ſet up for 
Gods, and honoured as ſuch; or in which ſome 
| © divinity or power is believed to reſide by their 

© *© worſhippers; who accordingly offer prayers and 
4 facrifice to them, and put their truſt in them LJ 
Such, ſays the Anſwerer, were the Idol; of the Gen- 
tiles: and ſuch, ſays our Author, I ſhall venture to 
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c iy, are the Idols of the Papiſts. For what elſe can 
dir we ſay of thoſe miraculous Images, as they are called, bl 
zou in every great Town of Traly, but that ſome Divinity Wi 
* or Power is univerſally believed to reſide in them? JM 
4 Are not all their people perſuaded, and do not all i 

au their books teſtify, that theſe Images have ſometimes 1 
mor moved themſelves from one place to another; have | 
| | wept, talked, and wrought many miracles? And does 
not this neceſſarily imply an extraordinary power re- 
og fing in them? In the high ſtreet of Loretto, which, 
„ leads to the Holy Houſe, the ſhops are filled with Beads, i 
calls e V 3 e e e N81 
there ; ES a # ER 

7] Pref, p. 11. 
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 Crucifixes, Agnus's Dei, and all the trinkets of Popiſh 
manut cture; where I obſerved printed certificates, 
or teſtimonials, affixed to each ſhop, declaring all their 


tops to have been touched by the bleſſed Image: which 
certificates are provided for no other pur poſe, but to 


humour the general perſuaſion, beth of the buyer 

and the ſeller, that ſome virtue is communicated by 
that touch, from a power reſading in the Image. 

In one of the Churches of Lucca, they ſhew 21 


Image of the Virgin with the child Feſus in her arms F 


of which they relate this Story; * That a blaſpheme- 
ing Gameſter, in fage and deſpair, took up a ſtone, 
« and threw ir at the Infant; but the Virgin, to 

« preſerve him from the blow, which was levelled 
at his head, ſhifted him inſtantly from her right 
de arm into the left, in which he is now held; while 
the blaſphemer was ſwallowed up by the earth 
* upon the ſpot; where the hole, which they de- 
5 clare to be unfathomable, is ſtill kept open, and 
s jincloſed only with a grate, juſt before the Altar ot 
* the Image. The Virgin however received the 
% blow upon her ſhoulder, whence the blood pre- 
_« ſently iſſued, which is preſerved in a Cryſtal, and 
produced, with the greateſt ceremony, by tic 
, Prieſt in his veſtments, with tapers lighted, while 
“ all the company kiſs the ſacred relique on their 
„ knees [].“ Now does not the atteſtation of this 
miracle naturally tend to perſuade people, that there 

is an actual power reſiding in the Image, Which can 
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defend itſelf from injuries, and inflict vengeance on 5 


all, who dare to inſult it? | 
One of the moſt celebrated Images in Italy is that 
of St. Dominic, of Surriano in Calabria, which, as thel! 
- hiſtories teſtify, was brought down from heaven about 


two centuries ago, by the Virgin Mary in perfon, ac- 


companied by Mary Magdalene and St. Catharine 


Before this glorious picture, as they affirm, ** great 


numbers of the dead have been reſtored to - 
Þ1 See Mr, NV. right 's Travels at Lucca. , R . 


* 


* 
* 


« and hundreds from the agonies of death; the 
« dumb, the blind, the deaf, the lame, have been 
« cured, and all ſorts of diſeaſes and mortal wounds 
« miraculouſly healed :” all which facts are atteſted 


ok Cardinals, Prelates, Generals and Priors of that 
Order; and the certainty of them ſo generally believed, 
that from the gth of July to the ↄth of Auguſt, the 
anniverſary Feſtival of the Saint, they have always 
counted above an hundred thouſand Pilgrims, and many 
of them of the higheſt quality, who come from dif- 


make their offerings, to this picture [T-]. 


* aſcribe theſe miracles to any power in the Image 


© © that interceſſion before their pictures or images; 
EZ © and in order to bear teſtimony to the faith and 


fully for the confirmation of ſuch ridiculous ſtories, 
ef pictures and ſtatues ſent down from heaven; which 
= while they blaſphemouſly im pute to the workman- 
here "ſhip of Saints or Angels, or of God himſelf [w], are 
can yet always ſo rudely and contemptibiy performed, 
on that a moderate artiſt on earth would be aſhamed to 
call them his own? Or is it at all credible, that the 


bout .] La vie de St. Dominic. p. 599. 4to. 3 Paris, 1647. it. p. 


„ac 602, See alſo our Author in his Prefatory Diſcourſe to the 
ries Eighth Edition of his Letter, of which we are giving the Sub- 
great ſtance, p. xxxi. for a very ſuitable Paſlage to the ſame Purpole, 
fie, which he quotes from Aringhus, in his Rom, Subterran. Tom, 


; and ( Cathol. Chriſt. p. 251. | 4 
L] Imaginem deu ov. Euagr. 


— 


2. | 464. 0 13. . : 


8 All their Apologiſts indeed declare, what our Ca- 
= tholic alſo ſays on this head, © That they do not 
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by public Notaries; and confirmed by the relations 


ferent parts of Europe, to pay their derotions, and 


b itſelf, but to the power of God, who is moved to 
work them by the prayers and interceſſion of his 
© © Saints, for the benefit of thoſe, who have ſought 


practice of the Church in this particular article 
lu]. But how can we think it poſſible, that the 
Deity can be moved to exert his power ſo wonder- 


E Saints in heaven ſhould be as buſy and ambitious, as 
= | | | | their 
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- honours of their ſeveral altars, by their continual in- 
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their votaries are on earth, to advance the peculiar 


terceſſions at the throne of grace? Or that their 


whole care above, if they really have any which 


reaches to things below, ſhould be employed, not 
for the general advancement of religion and piet y 


among men, but of their own private g'ory and wor- 
ſhip, in preference to all their competitors? No; the 
_ abſurdity of ſuch notions and practices makes it ne- 


ceſſary to believe, that they are all occaſionally forged 


for the ſupport of ſome lucrative ſcheme; or to re- 
vive the expiring credit of ſome favourite ſuperſtition, 
which had been found highly beneficial to the con- 
trivers of ſuch forgeries. 
which they boaſt, as a proof of the miracle, betrays 


For the very effect, of 


the fraud; and the multitude of pilgrims and offering: 


to which they appeal, inſtead of demonſtrating the 


truth of the fact, does but expoſe the real ground of 
whe ampotture. 1 8 
But to return to my Antagoniſt: If we ſhould ask 


him once more, whether there ever was a Temple 
in the world, not purely heatheniſh, in which there 
were any Images, erected on altars, for the pur poſe of 


any religious worſhip whatſoever ; he muſt be obliged 
to anſwer in the negative. He would be forced like- 
wiſe to confeſs, that there were many ſuch Temples 
in Pagan Rome, and particularly the Pantheon, which 


remains ſtill in Chriſtian Rome; on whoſe numerous 
altars as there formerly ſtood the Images of as many 


Pagan Divi or Idols, fo there are now ſtanding the 
Images of as many Popiſh Divi or Saints; to whom 
the preſent Romans pay their vows, and offer prayers, 
as their inclinations ſeverally lead them to this or that 


particular Altar: and no man will pretend to ſay, that 
there is not the greateſt conformity between the pre- 


ſent and the antient Temple; or that it would not be 


difficult to fu niſh out a private room more exact 
do the taſte of the old Romans, than this Popiſh Church Þ 


ſtands 


8 F | . _— 
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ſtands now adorned with all the furniture of their 
old Paganiſm. . MY 
We are informed by Plato, that there were Images "WY 
in the Temples of Egypt from the earlieſt antiquity Wm 
[x]: And it appears evidently from Scripture, that "IM 
they ſubſiſted there, as well as in Paleſtine, before WAY 
the time of Moſes. The ſtrict prohibition of them FRY 
therefore to the Jews, while ſeveral other rites of WAY 
the Heathens were indulged to them, in condeſcenſion 
to their peculiar circumſtances, and carnal affections, WAY 
carries a ſtrong intimation, that Images are of all ũ⸗ũ50% 
things the molt dangerous to true religion; as tend- WA 
ing naturally to corrupt it, by introducing Superſtt- | k 
tion and Idolatry into the worſhip of God. [The 4 li 
Sight whereof inticeth Fools to Iuſt after them, ſays _ 0 ig 
the Author of the Book of Wiſdom, c. xv. ver. 77 Wl 


PER otras. © 


and ſo they deſire the Form of a dead Image, an Image 
= ſpotted with divers Colours, the Painter's fruitleſs la- 

bour, that hath no Breath; the miſchievous Invention 
k of Men to deceive us. Both they that made them, 
ays he, they that deſire them, and. they that worſhip 
= them, are Lovers of evil Things, and are worthy to 
* = have ſuch Things ro truſt upon. SAS x 
What follows is no leſs to the Purpoſe on this ſub- 
ject, expoling both the Idol-makers and Idolaters; - 
„Por the Potter tempering ſoft earth faſhioneth every 
ich IJ . . . 4 

= veſſel with much labour for our ſervice: yea, of the 
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_ ſame clay he maketh both the veſſels that ſerve for 


0 5 clean uſes, and likewiſe alſo all ſuch as ſerve to the 
* contrary; but what is the uſe of either ſort, the Pot- 

= ter himſelf is the judge: and, employing his Iabours 

hat : lewdly, he maketh a vain god of the ſame clay, even 

4% #2 which à little before was made of earth himſelf, 


that BY and within a little while after returneth to the ſame 

3 = out of the which he was taken; when his life which 

a ' was lent him ſhall be demanded: notwithſtanding _ 
7 BY bis care is, not that he ſhall have much labour, nor MM 
5 9 ; that his life is ſhort; but ſtriveth to excel Gold. | 


85 : ſmiihhi 
LJ Plat, de Legib, J. 2. p · 656. Max. Tyr. Dig. 38. 
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ſmiths and Silverſmiths, and endeavoureth to do like the 
workers in braſs, and counteth it his glory to make 
counterfeit things. His Heart is aſhes, his hope is more 
vile than earth, and his life of leſs value than clay: 
' foraſmuch as he knew not his Maker, and him that 
inſpireth into him an active Soul, and breathing in a 
living Spirit: But they counted our life a Jens: and 
our time here a market for gain: for, ſay they, we muſi 
be getting every way, though it be by evil means: 
for this man that of earthly matter maketh brickle veſ- 
ſels, and graven images, knoweth himſelf to offend 
above all others; and all the enemies of thy people, 
that hold them in ſubjection, are moſt fooliſh, and are 
more miſerable than very babes: for they counted all 
the idols of the Heathens to be gods, which neither have 
the uſe of eyes to ſee, nor noſes to draw breath, nor ears 
to hear, nor fingers of hands, to handle; and, as for their 
feet, they are ſlow to go: for man made them, and he 
that borrowed his own ſpirit faſhioned them, but no man 
tan make à god like unto himſelf; for, being mortal, he 
wor eth a dead thing with wicked hands: for he himſelf 
fs better than the things which he worſhippeth ; where- 
as he lived once, but they never, as may be faid 
| © of ſome of the pretended Saints of the Roman 
Church. And this was an occaſion (c. xiv. 21.) 
4 to deceive the World: For Men, ſerving either Ca- 
« Jamity or Tyranny,. did aſcribe unto Stones and 
et Stocks, the incommunicable Name.—For the wor- 
e ſhipping of Idols, not to be named, (ver. 27.) is 
e the Beginning, the Cauſe, and the End of all Evil.” 
But to return:] The Chriſtian Emperors, as | have al- 
ready intimated, ſtrictly prohibited their Pagan Sub- 
jects to light up candles, offer incenſe, or hang up 
d oarlands to ſenſeleſs Images:“ for theſe were then 
reckoned the notorious acts of genuine Paganiſm: yet 
we now ſee all theſe very acts performed every da) 
in Popiſh countries to the Images of the Popiſh Saints. 
Ia a. word, ſince there* never was an Image in the 

Temple of the true God in any age of the world, 


8 


2 


yet 


4 He 
= the 
50 


thoſe, Who always uſed, and not from thoſe, who al- 
ways deteſted them; that is, from their Pagan. not 
their Chriſtian Anceſtors. They may quibble there- 


and Canons, contrived to amuſe the public, and elude 
the arguments of Proteſtants, by ſubtile and ſpecious 


paſſes at the Shrine of any celebrated Saint, or mira- 
culous Image in Italy, will be convinced by ocular 


ed, and encouraged to believe, that there is a divinity 
ly offer up prayers and put their truſt in them. 


Catholic affirms, for what pur poſe do they expoſe 


if WW! thoſe Images fo ſolemnly, and carry them about pro- 
ceſſonally, on all occaſions of public diſtreſs? Is there 


d any charm in a block of wood or ſtone, to produce 
rain, or avert a peſtilence? Or, can ſenſeleſs Images 
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11 No; their Prieſts are not ſo ſilly as to imagine it: the 
d 


ſole end of producing them is, not to move God, 


$4 
2 
Fs 


* 


5 but the populace; to perſuade the deiuded multitude, 


1s that there is 4 power in the Image, that can dravy 
|.” Þ down bleſſings upon them from Heaven: a doctrine, 
= that repays all their pains of inculcating it, by a per- 


ib g petual ſupply of wealth to the treaſury of the Church. 
up [| This therefore, as it appears from undeniable facts, is 


en the univerſal belief of all Popiſh Countries; ground- 


z miracles, wrought by the particular agency of theſe 
Hered Images, of which I could produce innumerable 


In a Collegiate Church of Regular Canons, called 
St, Mary of Impruneta, about fix miles from Florence, 
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yet a perpetual uſe of them in all the Temples of the 
Heathens, it is in vain to diſpute about their origin; 
the thing is evident to a demonſtration ; they muſt 
neceſſarily be derived to the preſent Romans, from 


tore as long as they pleaſe ; and talk of their Decrees 
diſtinctions; while every Traveller, who ſees what 


demonſtration, that their people are trained, inſtruct- 
or power reſiding in thoſe Images, and that they actual- 


For if there is no ſuch belief amongſt them, as this | 


have any influence towards moving the Will of Gd? 


ed, as they all aſſert, on the evidence of perpetual 


Z inſtances from their own books. 7 
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72 The Conformity between 
there is a miraculous picture of the Virgin Mary, paint. 
ed by St. Luke, and held in the greateſt venefation 

through all Tuſcany: which, as oft as that State hap- 

pens to be viſited by any calamity, or involved in any 
peculiar danger, is ſure to be brought out, and car- 
ried in proceſſion through the ſtreets of Florence; at- 
tended by the Prince himſelf, with all toe Nobility 5 ſ{cri; 

Magiſtrates and Clergy ; where it has ne Oye o thei 

afford them preſent relief in their greateſt difficulties, fi 

In teſtimony of which they produce authentic act: 

and records, confirmed by public Inſcriptions, ſet- 

ting forth all the particular benefits miraculouſly ob- 
_ tained from each proceſſion, and the ſeveral offerings 
made on that account to the Sacred Image, for many 
centuries paſt, down to theſe very times: from the 
notoriety of which facts it became a proverb over 

Italy, that the Florentines had got a Madonna, which 
did for them, whatever they pleaſed [y]. 

Among the numerous Inſcriptions of this fort, 
there is one in the Church of Impruneta, to this el 
fect; © That the ſacred Image being carried with 

„ ſolemn pomp into Florence, when it was viſited by 

.« a peſtilence for three years ſucceſſively, and re 
% ceived with pious zeal by the great Duke, Ferd.: 

« nand Il. and the whole body of the people, who 
„ came out to meet it, and having marched avout Wi 

« tte City for three days in proceſſion, the fiercench 

« of the peſtilence began miraculouſly to abate, and 
« ſoon after intirely ceaſed, Upon which the Mr ard, 
„ oiſtrates of health, by a general vow of the Cir B{Mhance i 

« Zens, made an offering of ten thouſand ducats dpf Her 
4 gold, to be employed in providing portions fo, I c; 

twenty young women of Jnpruneta to be dilpoiciBwitho 
„ of annually in marriage; and placed that Inſcrip s it is 

« tion as a Monument of fo ſignal a benefit, A. bey (: 

* 1633 [z].”- Eq . 

MES [0] 


tiam p, 


*. During 


[y ] Vid. Memorie Iſtoriche della Miracoloſa Immazgin 
= fc. i Firen. 3734: 40 Þ 8; 
. | 8 {s] Ibid, P. o : | | 4 


* 
* 
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= During the time of theſe proceſſions, they always 
© inſcribe certain hymns, or prayers, or elogiums of 
the Virgin, over the doors and other conſpicuous 
places of each Church, where the Image repoſes it 
ſelf for any time; in order to raiſe the devotion of i 
the people towards the ſicred object before them. 9 
lia a proceſſion made A. D. 1711, the following In- 
cſcription was placed over the principal gate of one of 
oi mo great Churches: The Gate of celeſtial bene- 
fit. The Gate of Salvation. Look up to the Virgin 


5 Herſelf. Paſs in to me, all ye, who deſire me. 
- © Whoſoever ſhall find me, will find life, and draw 
- falvation from the Lord. For there is no one, 


who can be faved, O moſt Holy Virgin, but 
through Thee. There is no one who can be de- 
he {WEE livered from evils, but through Thee. There is 
er no one, from whom we can obtain mercy, but 
% through Thee.”--In the concluſion are theſe ex- 


preſſions:— Mary indeed opens the boſom of her 


"It EE mercy'to all; ſo that the whole Univerſe receives 

e-W** out of her fulneſs: the Captive, redemption ; nh 
ith t the Sick, a cure; the Sad, comfort; the Sinner, 9 1 
b pardon ;- the Juſt, grace; the Angel, joy; the 1 
re. whole Trinity, glory [a].“ 2ͥͤò ñ — 
r Now what can we ſay of a devotion ſo extrava- 1 
hof gant and blaſphemous, but that it is a revival of the 1 
„ou 5 Hereſy of the Collyridians; maintained by a ſef f it 
eb eh women; who fell into their fooliſh error or mad | 9 
and e, as Epiphanius calls it, through an exceſs of zeal to- 13 
hoy Pards the bleſſed Virgin, whom they reſolved to ad- | 

ith 


ance into à Goddeſs, and to introduce the worſhip 
its 0D! Her as ſuch into the Chriſtian Church [C I? 

s fol I cannot diſmiſs the ſtory of this wonderful pidture, 
poſel 5 vithout giv.ng the reader ſome account of its origin, 
(cr1P Bs It is delivered by their writers, not grounded, as 
A. bey ſay, on vulgar fame, but on public records, and 


Juriof [a] Ibid. 234. 


ine [5] Epiph. adv, fer, vol. I. | 2058, Eat. Par, 1622, Vid. 
magine kum p, 1054. 6 PÞ« + ZOZ Se Han, © Abe, ©) | 


s culous Image [e].“ 


in Firen. 171. 4to. p. 53. Cc. 


_ 


N 
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| hiſtories, confirmed by a perperui! ſeries of miracles, 
= When the Inhabitants of Impruneta had reſolyeg 
[do build a Church to the Virgin, and were dig. 
« ging the foundations of it with great zeal, on a ſpot 

„ marked out to them by heaven; one of the la. 
-— « bourers happened to ſtrike his pickax againſt ſome. 
thing under ground, from which there iſſued pre. 
_« ſently a complaining voice or groan. The wor 
« men, being greatly amazed, put a ſtop to the 
« work for a while; but, baving recovered their ſpirit 
« afcer ſome pauſe, they ventured to open the place, 
'« from which the voice came, and found the mir 


This calls to my mind a Pagan Story, of the ſam 
ſtamp, and in the ſame country, preſerved to us by 
Cicero, concerning the origin of Divination. © Thx 
< a man being at plough in a certain field of Etruria, 
e and happening to ſtrike bis plough .ſomewht 

„ deeper than ordinary, there ſtarted up before hin 
* out of the furrow, a Deity, whom they callel 
e Tages, The ploughman, terrified by fo ſtrange a 
e apparition, made ſuch an outcry, that he alarmed 
all his neighbours, and in:a ſhort time drew thi 

« whole country around him; to whom the Got, 

« in the hearing of them all, explained the whole an 

« and myſtery of divination: which all their writers ao 

records affirmed to be the genuine origin of the 

« diſcipline, for which the old Tuſcans were after who 

« wards fo famous.” Now theſe two tories, forgeiſ 
at different times in the ſame country, and for the 

fame end of ſupporting an idolatrous worſhip, bei 

ſuch a reſemblance to each other, that every one wil 
ſee the one to have been a bungling imitation of th: 
other; and we may ſay of the Popiſþ Madonna, whil 

Cicero ſays of the Pagan Tages. That none can be 

* ſo filly as to believe, that a God was ever dug ol 
of the ground; and that an attempt to confut 


[c] Vide Memorie Iſtor iche della Mincoloſs 


* 


« fuck 
Immagin 
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u ſuch ſtories would be as filly, as to believe them 
Al“ My deſign therefore in collecting them was, 
not ſo much to expoſe the folly of them to my 
© Protefiant readers, as to admoniſh our Papiſts, by 
© unqueſtionable facts and inſtances, drawn from the 
© preſent practice of Rome, into what a labyrinth of folly 
and impiety their principles will naturally lead them, 
© when they are puſhed to their full length, and ex- 
© erted without reſerve or reſtraint ; and to lay before 
them the forgeries and impoſtures which are prac- 


— 


„ tiſed in their Church, to ſupport the abſurd doc- 
25 " . . 

© trines, which ſhe impoſes as the neceſſary terms of 
Catholic communion. FF 
Their conſtant method of recurring to go 
bat different Saints in their different exi- Provincial 
ris, gencies, 15 nothing elſe, as many writers ſaints, 
hat dave obſerved, but an exact copy of the 


Pagan ſuperſtition, grounded on a popular belief, 


let chat their Saints, like the old Dæmons, have each 
e u their diſtinct provinces, or prefectures aſſigned to them; 


* 


d 


- 


Me 


med ome over Particular countries, Cities, ſocieties, and 
tie even the different trades of men; others over the ſe- 
Gobi veral diſeaſes of the body, or the mind; others over 


« au Le]. So that God's rebuke to the Apoſtatizing Fews, 
* tha ſs full as applicable to the Papiſts, for committing 


Devotion 
to ſaints. 


H 2 | 64 pray- 


| Cic. de Divin. 2, 23. , 
le] Orig. con. Celf. 8. p. 399 
Pod. ceremon, p. 112. &c, © 


See conformity of ant. and 
Lf] Hoſea ii. 5, 7. phy 


— 


a 6 Salve Regina; Mater mi ſericordiæ, vita, dulced»y 8 


Madrid. 1612, 
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* prayers; and that the pictures and images of them, 
* which we ſee in their Churches, are no more than 
mere memorials, deſigned to expreſs the eſteem, 
© which they retain for the perſons ſo repreſented; 
or as helps to raiſe their affections to heaven) 
things; and that every child amongſt them know; 
« this to be true [g].“ Yet I have demonſtrated, 
from their public Inſcriptions, as well as the explicit 
teſtimonies of their writers, that thoſe Images ate 
placed by them in their Churches, as the proper ob- 
jects of religious adoration; and that they aſcribe to 
their Divi, or Saints, who are repreſented by them, 
the very fame titles, powers and attributes, which 
the Heathens aſcribed to their Deities; invoking 
them as Tutelary Divinities; © as prefiding over their 
* Temples, and the affairs of men, as moſt power 
ful, invincible, and always ready to help and re- 
lieye their votaries [Y]:“ All which is confirmed 
by the conſtant ſtile of their prayers, and the expreß 
language of their Liturgies, Miſſals and Breviarie, 
ſet forth at Rome by public authority: in which the 
Virgin is called, the mother of mercy, Hope of thi 
world, the only truſt of Sinners; and the Saints ad- 
dreſſed to under the titles of Interceſſors, Protec 
and Diſpenſers of Grace. Maldonatus calls it © an im- 
* pious and filly error of the Proteſtants, to think 
that no religious worſhip is due to any, but to 
God.“ And ſome of their expargatory Indexes go 
ſo far, as to expunge all thoſe paſſages of the Prin 
rive Fathers, which teach, that creatures ought not u 
be adored [i]. 5 CCTV 
The Abbot de Marolles relates a converſation, in 
which he was once engaged with a' Capuchin, * 


3 Pref, p · 9 * 10, 12. 
2 See Letter, p. 29. 


ſpes naſtra, ſalve, Ad Te clamamus exules filii Eve, * 
Offic, . Beat. irg. Maldonat. in Mat. v. 35. Index Expurgi% 
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. : had been employed in ſeveral miſſions, and a cele> | 


© brated Preacher of France, in the preſence of an Hugo- 


\ $3044 


„ not Gentleman; for whoſe fake the Abbot took occa- 

ſion to ſpeak of Images in the ſame moderate ſtrain, 

in which our Catholic thinks fit to treat them in his 
preſent addreſs to Proteſtants; * That they were 
, W © placed in their Churches, not for the people to 

it 


4 adore, or put their truſt in them, but to edify 
e their ſenſes, by the repreſentation of holy things. 
4 But the Abbot's diſcourſe gave offence both to the 
Frier and the Preacher; they inſiſted on an higher 
degree of veneration; urged the ſtories of their 
A miraculous Images, and the extraordinary devotion 
that was paid by the Pope, the Biſhops, and the 
cir WW © whole Church, to ſome of them, which had been 
el · 3 « known to ſpeak, or were brought down from 

heaven, or made by the hands of Apoſtles and 
ned © Angels; or had been conſecrated on the account 
re of ſome particular Virtues, and were carried for 


rien © that reaſon in proceſſions, and worſhipped on 
the WW Altars, as well as the ſacred reliques; whoſe mi- 
the © © racles could not be conteſted by any, but obſtinate 
d. Heretics, who would ſooner renounce the teſtimo- 
cor: © ny of their ſenſes, than be convinced of their er- 
im- rors. In ſhort, the Capuchin declared, that the 
hinkW © authority of the Church was the ſole rule of faith; 
it to and that to reſiſt it, was a manifeſt rebellion, and 


's gol « worthy of the laſt puniſhment [e].“ And this 
rimi· opinion, after all, maintained by the Frier, is the 
not o genuine notion of Image-worſhip, which prevails at 
this day in the Romiſh Church, and eſpecially in Italy, 
as I have fully demonſtrated by the facts above recited. 
I have ſaid in my Lerter, That ſeve- ES 
ral of the antient Heroes were more De author's 
= © worthy of veneration, than ſome of een 
the modern Saints, who have diſpoſ- mA 
ſeſſed them of their Shrines ; and that and marty-s. 
* I ſhould ſooner pay divine honours to 1 
„ ©3554 17: e 
[i] Memoires de M. de Marolles, par, 2, p. 146. 
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* the Founders of Empires than to the Founders of 
« Monaſteries.“ This our Author aggravates into a 


ſee the Heathen Temples converted into Chriſtian 


wilfully miſrepreſents, my meaning; for as to the 


of it, I reverence them as highly, as they ought to 
be reyerenced by any Chriſtian; yet ſhall never be in- 


proofs of the excellence of the Chriſtian doctrine, 


9 ? ; — 
* y 


* 
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heavy charge againſt me; as if I were offended, to 


Churches, and had actually preferred the Pagan Dei- 
ties before the Martyrs of Chriſt [I]. Where, accord- 
ing to his cuſtom, he either widely miſtakes, or 


genuine Saints and Martyrs of the Chriſtian Church, 
that is, all thoſe, who, in paſt ages, have lived agree- 
ably to the rules of the Goſpel, or died in the detence 


duced to worſhip them: I conſider them as illuftrious 
and ſhining examples of piety and fortitude to all uc- 


ceeding ages. But as for the Popiſh Saints, I believe 
ſeveral of them to be wholly fictitious ; many more 


to have ſpent their lives contemptibly ; and ſome of an 


them even wickedly, And out of theſe three Claſſes, 1 ] 
let our Author chuſe where he will; out of the fai. of 
tious, the contemptible, or the wicked : I ſhall venture WE? ſhi 
to affirm once more, that I would ſooner worſhip We exi 
Romulus, or Antonine, than any of them: ſooner pay Ch 
my devotion to the Founders, than to the Diſturver' WW tim 


ot kingdoms; fooner to the Benefactors, than to the flay 


Perſecutors of mankind; and this is the whole, that! Pag 
have ever meant. . | H 

| But the Anſwerer calls it a notorious {WM of g 
Fictitious falſhood to y, That many of their 
ſaints. « Saints were never heard of but in ; fauc 
their Legends; or had no other merit 
« but of throwing kingdoms into convulſions, for 
« the ſake of ſome gainful impoſture [n]]. Yet I pref 
have produced ſeveral inſtances. of the firſt fort, Wi 
which every reaſonable man mult think decifive; n © th 
the caſe of Evouia, St. Viar, Amphibolus, 1 


» [7] Pref. p. 12, 73. 
12 Pref, p. 14 
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but no ſuch Saints, he ſays, were ever honoured in 
their Church: by which he means nothing more, 1% 
as he himſelf explains it, than, that, they never. 
; = were formally canonixed, and entered into the Roman : 
. = Martyrology In]: which is nothing to the purpoſe; Ji 
. © fince, as I have ſhewn from unqueſtionable authority, > 
they were all honoured with Altars and Images, and | il 
odenly worſhipped in Catholic Countries, as Saints and 1 
„ Martyrs; and that Veronica in particular, though the x 
name only of a picture, was advanced into a perſon, 
e by the Authority of Pope Urban; and placed as ftuch Ji} 
to © upon an Altar, in the face of all Chriſtendom, in Sz. 376 
n- © Peter's at Rome [o]. Yet all men, who know any ⁵ 
us thing of Hiſtory, either ſacred or profane, muſt ne- is 
ne, ceſſarily be convinced, that the whole ſtory, not onyx 
ic ot the Saint, but of the picture alſo, which they ex- Ji 
eve poſe on certain Feſtivals with the greateſt pomp, and | [ 
ore for the original of which different Cities contend, is an 
fa a mere cheat and forgery. FCC N || 
es, | It is a thing confeſſed, and lamented by the graveſt | || 
iti of their own Communion, that the names and wor- 
ture ſhip of many pretended Saints, who never had a rea! 
ſnip {We exiſtence, had been fraudulently impoſed upon the } il 
pay Church. In the Catacombs of Rome, which, in the } 
ver times of Heatheniſm, was the burial-place of the JI 
the ſlaves, and poorer Citizens, and where the bones of 1 
hat! Pagans and Chriſtians lie jumbled promiſcuouſly to- | 
© gether, if they happen to find a little phial, or piece Il 
rious W2 of glaſs tinged with red, at the mouth of any particu- Ii 
their lar hole, they take it preſently, as the learned Mont. 
ut in faucon informs us, for a certain proof of Martyrdom ; 1 
mer! and by the help of the next inſcription, that they 4 
s, fot can pick up from ſome neighbouring Grave-ſtone, | 
Let 1 preſently create a new Saint and Martyr to the Popiſh Y 
ſort, Church, Mabillon, as I have obſerved, wiſhes, that 
re; NW © they would be more ſcrupulous on this head; and 1 
onica: g“ not forge fo many fabulous ſtories of Saints, with= } 
ball: to 2 
8 p. 14, 15. 5 
] See Letter, p. 27. 
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_— * out any certain name; nor impoſe Paganiſh in- 
( ſcriptions for Chriſtian, upon the Church [p].“ 
=_— Our Catholic himſelf, in this very work, where 
he is labouring to give the moſt ſpecious turn to 
every part of their worſhip, is forced to allow ſuch 
a confuſion and jumble among the Martyrs and their 
-reliques, as approaches very nearly to what I am now 
affirming : he ſays, © That many of their Saints hay- 
« ing borne the ſame name, it eaſily happens, that 
it the reliques, which belong to one, are attributed 
« to another; and that there are many antient 
t Martyrs, whoſe names at preſent are unknown: 
« yet whoſe reliques have all along been honoured 
tt in the Church; and that it was eaſy for the igno- 
« rance of ſome, or the vanity of others, to attri- 
_ & bute to them the names of other Saints [q].“ The 
old Athenians were called ſuperſtitious by the Apoſtle, 
for erecting an Altar to the unknown God; but our 
Papiſts, we ſee, by their own confeſſion, ered? Altar; 
to unknown Saints, and unknown reliqu es. 
It may not be amiſs to obſerve in this place, That 
the Papiſts, in their verſions of the Scriptures into 
the modern tongues, have contrived, by various fal- 
ws Afifications, to make them ſpeak the language of their 
| Miſſals and Breviaries, in order to ſanctity their no- 
vel rites by the authority of the Apoſtles; and make 
the people believe, that they had been practiſed from 
the times even of the Goſpel. Thus, to countenance 
this practice of beatifying or making Saints in the 
church, they have rendered a paſſage of St. Fame: 
V. 11. not as it ought to be, Behold how we account 
thoſe bleſſed; but, Behold how we BEA Tir thoſe, who 
have ſuffered with conflancy : and in favour alſo of 
their proceſſions; where it is ſaid, Heb. xi. 30. that 
the walls of Fericho fell down, e they had compaſſed 
it about ſeven days: their verſions render it, after 4 
'  PROCESSION of ſeven days around it. And, to give the 
ag : „ | better 


i 7 Mabill. Ner Ital. p. 23. 
171 Cathol, Chriſtian, p. 246, 


! 
* 
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better colour to their trade of Pilgrimages, St. Paul, 
according to their verſions, requires it, as the quali- 
fication of a good widow, that ſhe have lodged Pil. 
GRIMs, 1 Tim. v. 10. and St. Fohn praiſes Gaius, tor 
having dealt faithfully with PILGRIAS— 3 John, ver. 

* | 


hut to purſue the objections of our Catholic; he 
> declares my account of St. Oreſte, whoſe name 1 
” ſuppoſe to have been derived from the mountain 
Soracte, on which his Monaſtery now ſtands, to be ridi- 
culous beyond meaſure: yet Mr. Addiſon, who was 
no ridiculous Author, has related it as a certain fact; 
which he borrowed probably from ſome of their 
” own writers, or at leaſt from ſame of the Antiquaries 
of Rome, among whom I heard the fame ſtory. But 
if the notion of fifirious Saints be ſo notoriouſly 
© falſe, as he aſſerts it to be, let him tell us, if he can, 
in what Hiſtory we may find the facts of thoſe very 
© Saints, Whom ! have named, and whom their Church: 


3 2 as genuine; St. Oreſte, Bacco, Quirinus, - 
x mala: and Redempta, Concordia, Nympha, Mercws | 
o rius [rj]. 5 „ +. 
l. The creation of Saints is become aas ; 1 
ir com mon almoſt, as the creation of Car- Canonixa- 3 
o- dinals; there having ſeldom been a Pope, ions. — 
ke who did not add ſome to the Calendar. J 
m Benedidt XIII. canonized eight in one Sum mer; and 19 
ice his Succeſſor Clement XII. the laſt Pope, four more. 
the During my ſtay at Rome, I ſaw the Beatiſication of 
nes one Andrew Conti, of the family of the Pope then 
unt reigning, Innocent XIII. for this is another ſource JR 
vho of ſupplying freſh Saints to the Church; when, to hun- 
of mour the ambition of the Pope, or the other Princes - ⁵ 
hat of that Communion, this honour is conferred on | 
ps Ses a treatiſe intituled, Popery an enemy to Scripture, where = 

| the learned and ingenious Author, Mr, Serces, has given a | 

4449) large collection of theſe falfiications, 


: made to ſupport their 
ſeveral frauds and innovations, e „3 


£ 8 


= 9 Vid. Plutar, in rit- Romuli, Dibnyſ. Halicar, 1, 2. p. 1:4 hi 
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ſome of their name and family: and as there muft 
be a teſtimony of miracles; wrought by every-per- 
- fon ſo canonized or beatified, either when living or 
dead, ſo I was curious to inquire, what miracles 
were aſcribed to this beatified Andrew; which I found 
to be nothing elſe, but a few” contemptible ſtories, 
delivered down by tradition, which ſhewed only 
the weakneſs of the man; and the abſurdity of be- 
lieving, that God ſhould exert his omnipotence for 

the production of ſuch triftes. Eh 
As to the proof of miracles, which is eſſential to 
theſe Canonixations, every one will conceive, how 
eaſy it muſt be in a function contrived to ſerve the 
intereſt of the Church, and the ambition of its rulers, 
to procure ſuch a teſtimonial of them, as will be 
_ fafficient for the purpoſe. In the Deifications of an- 
tient Rome, the atteſtation alſo of a miracle was held 
neceſſary to the act. In the caſe of Romulus, one 
Julius Proculus, a man faid to be of a worthy and 
upright: character, took a ſolemn oath, © that Ro- 
« mulas Himſelf appeared to him, and ordered him 
4 to inform the Senate of his being called up to 
* the aſſembly of the Gods, under the name of Qui- 
„ rinus []; and in the Deification of the Caſars, a 
teſtimony upon oath, of an Eagle's flying out of the 
al pile, towards heaven, which was ſuppoſed to 
convey the ſoul of the deceaſed, was the eſtabliſhed 
proof of their Divinity [t]. Now as theſe pagan Dei- 
Feations are the only patterns in hiſtory, for the Po- 
piſh Canonizations; ſo the invention of miracles ish 
the ſingle art, in which modern Rome is allowed to BY 
excel the antient. 5 „ 2 
In the Feſuits College at St. Omar's, the 
Thomas Father, who ſhewed us the Houſe, hap-Ft 
' Becket. pening to produce ſome relique, or memo- Þ 
rial of St. Thomas, which he treated with Þ 
much reverence, one of our company are . 
2 ; en Tt oy 


t] Dio Call, p. 598, 842. 
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Wuhat Thomas he meant? Upon which I unwarily ſaid. 
It is Thomas Becket, who is worſhipped as a great 
t Saint, on this ſide of the water“. Yes, Sir,” re- 
plied the Feſuit, with a ſevere look, © if there is 
« any faith in hiſtory, be deſerves to be eſteemed a 
great Saint.” But I may venture to affirm in E g- 
land, what I did not care to diſpute in a College of 
Feſuits, that this celebrated Thomas had more of the 
rebel than of the Saint in bim ; was a Prelate of a 
moſt daring, turbulent, ſeditious ſpirit; inflexibly 
obſtinate, inſatiably ambitious, intolerably inſolent; 


4 -whoſe violence the Pope himſelf endeavoured in vain 
* to moderate; as it appears from ſuch monuments, 
e as the Pa piſts themſelves muſt allow to be authentic, 
by a collection of Becket*s own Letters, preſerved ſtill in 


the Vatican, and printed ſome years ago in Bruſſels 
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Prom theſe Letters, I ſay, it appears, that not on- 

ne ly the King, and the whole body of his Barons, but 
even the Biſhops, Abbots, and Clergy, openly con- 

demned his behaviour as highly raſh, rebellious, and 

= criminal [w]. Yet this man is now adored, as one 


0 of the principal Saints and Martyrs of the Romiſh 
ut Church. Spy | Ro 1 N 5 
„ Let our Catholic tell us alſo, if he . 
= © pleaſes, what opinion his Church enter- Garnetzhe ' 


tains of Garnet the Feſuit, who was privy Feſuit. 
to the Gunpowder-plot, and hanged for | 
his treaſon : if he dares to ſpeak his mind, he will de- 
© clare him to be a Saint and Martyr of Chriſt; for ſuch 
he is held to be at Rome and St. Omer's: yet all Pro- 
teſtants will rank him, I dare ſay, among thoſe Saints, 
whom I juſtly call the diſturbers of Kingdoms; and 
who merited the honour of their Sainzſhip, not by 


ſpread- 


emo | | 5 | be 6-4: 
with [6] Vid. Epiſt. & Vit. Div. Thom, 2 Vol. 4to. Bruxellis, 
4 me, 682, J. 1. Ep. 4, 43.——-it. vid. I. 2, 1. 94, Ce. | 

What ww} See our Author's Prefatory Diſcourſe at length, p. Ixx. 


eg. for further Proofs of the Vileneſe, and even Villainy, of 
Pu capital Romiſh Saint. wha 5 


2. het E Conlocuatey between 
HK ading the light of the Goſpel, but ſcattering 
ebrands and deſtruction through the world. 


Dur Author cannot comprehend; why | 

ee I ſhouid bring in the adoration of the Hof h 
of Pe hoſt, among the other articles ot my charge; 8 
0 fince, by my own confeſſion, I find no jn 
reſemblance of it in any part of the pagan worſhip [x], WF 
But T have given a-good reaſon or my nof finding WR 

it there, which might have taught him alſo, Why! th 
brought it in; becauſe it was too abſurd for te w. 
Practice even of the Heathens; who thought, tha ou 
none could ever be ſo mad, as to make it a point of C 
religion, to eat their God This I ſhewed from the ot 
authority of Tully; whom I prefer therefore, he ſays, WH 55 
to the Apoſtles and Evangelifts : as if rooſe ſacred 4 
Writers had expreſly declared the ſacramental bread WR « , 
to be God; which all Proteſtants deny, in that grois T 
and ridiculous ſenſe, in which the Papiſts interpret x « 
them. 1 


But as it is not m y preſent purpoſe to 
 Tranſub- examine the real merit of Tranſubſtanti. WH 
ftantiation. ation, ſo 1 ſhall take notice only of one WF to n 

argument that he alleges for it, which, fartl 

if it has any force, muſt be allowed indeed to be con WF tant 
clufive; that „the unerring authority of the Church H 
« has declared it to be true, and injoined the belief I and | 
«* of it; and after ſuch a deciſion, that it is the « wo 
part of an Infidel, rather than a Senne, to ask, 4 u 
He can this be [Y]?“ | 4 5n 
| | This is the laſt reſort of Pagety 3 che BW « the 
Implicie © ſum of all their reaſoning ; to reſolve WM « thz 
* All religion into an implicit faith, and 1 ſtant 
laviſn obedience to the authority of the N of 35 

Church; which by innumerable texts of Scripture, 1ays i expol 
our Author, is declared to be the indiſpenſable aut) 7 6ng 
mT Een [a]. We may pare ourielves then hi 

the 


LX] See Pref. p. 75. ü 
| 5 See Gatholic Chriſtian, p. 32, 47, „ 
Ibid. p. 47. #7 
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Popery and Paganiſm. 85 
the pains of thinking and inquiring; drop the pe- 
rilous task of ſtudying the Scriptures; the Church, 


like an indulgent mother, takes all that trouble upon 
herſelf; warrants her doctrines to be divine; and 


enſures our ſalvation, on the ſingle condition of take- 


ing her word for it. 3 | 3 
But all Proteſtants muſt ſee the horrible effects of 


5 i ſuch a principle; an Inquiſition ready to ſatisfy all 
| WE their doubts; a priſon and tortures prepared for thoſe, 


© WE who dare to ask their prieſts, what Nicodemus asked 
tour Saviour, How can theſe things be? Thus our 
WE Catholic, in mentioning the caſe of a Proteſtant 
x converted to their faith, who may happen to be poſ- 
„ ſeſſed ſtill with ſome ſcruples, declares, that he 
el WE © has nothing to fear in conforming himſelf to the 


r „ Guides al.“ 


As to my 6th and 7th inſtances of their Paganiſm, 
ſince our Catholic has offered nothing upon them 


worth the pains of conſidering, I ſhall refer the reader 
to my Letter, without troubling him with any thing 
tant article of their miracles, 

Here he begins to grow warm again, Wt 
and declares, * That I am always offend- Miracles. 
ed with miracles, where-ever I meet ö 
jn favour of my friends the Freethinkers, and ſnevr 
the Fewiſh and Chriſtian miracles to be no better, 
than thoſe of the Pagans [O]. This is the con- 
| ſtant refuge of baffled zealots, to throw the odium 
| of infidelity and free-thinking on thoſe, who dare to 


- 
* 


the offence, which the freedom of this very Letter 


, Ta] Ib. p. 65, 66. | £ ER 
= 5 Pref, Pe a, 17. . | 


4 authority of the Church; but very much, in make- 
ing any ſcruple to hear and obey his ſpiritual 


| farther about them, and proceed to the more impor- - 


* with them; and is ſorry, that I do not ſpeak out 


2 
- — 9 FN 
— e 
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expoſe their impoſtures. But he hoped perhaps to 
find ſome even of our own Church ready to join with 
him in the cry ; ſince he appears to be no ſtranger to 
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Had given to certain men, who are too apt to con- 4 
ider their own opinions, as the ſtandard of Chriſtian Po 


faith; and to treat even the defenders of- our religion 


or” deſerters, if they do not ſubmit to act under their | * 


direction, and defend it by their principles. Theſe 

men imagined, that I had attacked the Popiſh miracle; W 

with a gaiety, that ſeemed to contema all miracles, WM he, 
and particularly thoſe of our Saviour; by invading MW 


the force of thoſe rules, which Mr. Leſſie had eſtabliſh- : ip ; 
ed, as the criterion of true miracles: whereas the 


truth of the matter is, as I have often declared it to 1, 
my friends, that, at the time of writing the Letter, 1 4 
| had never read Mr. Leſiie's treatiſe, nor ſo much as 1 
knew, what his rules were sn. 5 ; 
. My only view was, to expoſe the for- of! 
Avutbot's gery of the Popiſh miracles in the ſtrong- of 
ew, eſt manner that I was able; and, in ſpite ¶ the 
2 a of all the evidence, which they pretend WM, 
-acls, to produce for them, to ſhew, that they I den 
ſtood upon no better ground, than thoſe vac. 
af their Pagan Anceſtors. I had obſerved, not only dou 
from books, but from experience, what theſe Ca- ¶ neg 
villers perhaps were not ſo well appriſed ef, that I the 
the pretence of miracles was the grand ſupport of the WM nir 
 Romiſh Church, and what gave a ſanction to all their N and 
other frauds; that their conſtant appeal to a divine ¶ one 
power, exerting itſelf miraculouſly amongſt th:m, ¶ con 
gave them not only their chief advantage againſt view 


= - Proteſtants, but furniſhed the Dezfts alſo with the eder 


moſt obvious arguments againſt revelation itſelf: for, N each 
«« Theſe pious cheats, as Mr. Leſſie ſays, are the ſorclt ¶ com 
« diſgraces of Chriſtianity ; which have bid the Þ 
* faireſt of any one, contrivance, to overturn the cer- Brop} 
e tainty of the miracles, of Chriſt, and the whole first 
& truth of the Goſpel, by putting them all 2 tbef 
3 — b 


| -— * For our Author's opinion of Mr. Leſlie's criterion of uu 
| miracles, ſee his Prefatory Diſcourſe at length, p. Iii. 


9 
8 


fore of theſe cheats, was to ſap the foundation of 

| Popery, and overturn the main pillar, on which its 

| power ſubſiſts: which was the real motive of my 

ir WW dwelling longer on this, than on any other article, as 
ſe our Catholic obſerves (AJ. 


le; | That my ſentiments therefore on this 1 
es, head may neither be miſtaken, nor ſu- His pinion 
ng ſpected; and that I may give ſatisfaction, #1 relation to 
Jas far as I am able, to all, whom, by "7c. 
the W any freedom of expreſſion, I may poſſi- 


— 


, my writings; I take this occaſion to declare, that 
I look upon miracles, when accompanied with all 


for- of the facts, faid to be performed, and of the dignity | 

ng- of the end, for which they were performed, to be 

pite the moſt deciſive proofs, that can be given, of the 

tend truth and divinity of any religion. This was evi- 

oy | dently the caſe of the Fewiſh and of the Chriſtian mi- 
0 


doubt a * the ſenſes of thoſe, who were the wit- 
neſſes of them; and for the nobleſt end, for which 


their Wand Chriſtian diſpenſatlons are but different parts of 
vine Bone and the ſame Scheme; mutually illuſtrating and 
hm, confirming each other's authority: and from this 
painlt N view of them, in which they ſhould always be con- 
h the ſidered, as neceſſarily et Ken and dependent on 
; for, each other, we ſee the weakneſs of that objection, 
74 commonly made to the Moſaic part, on the account 


0 firſt opening, of an univerſal Syſtem; which, from the 
on 


ime of Moſes, was gradually manifeſted to the world 


ame FX + | by 
of un [+] See Leſlie's Short Method with the Deiſts, p. 24. Vol, I, 
Mü. ff his Works. 25 Ce rant: Abe 


Le. Preface, p. 4. 


ts ame foot [e].“ To deſtroy the authority there- 


© bly have offended, either in this, or in any other TY 


the circumſtances proper to perſuade us of the reality 


racles; wrought in ſuch a manner, as could leave no 


the Deity can be conceived to interpoſe himſelf; the 
uni verſal good and ſalvation of man, For the Fewiſh 


wt its being calculated for the uſe only of a peculiar” 
People; whereas, in truth, it was the beginning, or 
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88 De Conformity beteveen 
by the ſucceſſive miſſions of the Prophets, till that 
fulneſi of time, or coming of the Meſſiah, when life and 
immortaliiy were brought to light by the Goſpel, or the 
5 good and happineſs of man perfectly revealed 
That Miracles have ever been thought the moſt 
authentic proofs of a divine miſſion, ſeems to be de- 
clared by the ſenſe of all nations, ſince there never 
was a religion pretending to be divine, which did not 
ſupport that pretenſion by an appeal to them: yet 
the innumerable forgeries of this ſort, which have 
been impoſed upon mankind in all ages, are ſo far 
from weakening the credibility of the Fewiſh and 
_ Chriſtian miracles, that they ſtrengthen it. For 
| how could we account for a practice ſo #niverſat, of 
Forging miracles for the ſupport of falſe religions, if 
on ſome occaſions they had not actually been wrought, 
for the confirmation of a true one? Or how is it pol- 
Able, that ſo many ſpurious copies ſhould paſs upon 
the world, without ſome genuine original, from 
Which they were drawn; whoſe known-exiſtence, and 
tried ſucceſs, might give an appearance of probability 
to the counterfeit? Now, of all the miracles of anti- 
quity, there are none that can pretend to the cha- 
racter of originals, but thoſe of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment ; Which, though the oldeſt by far, of all others, 
of which any monuments now remain in the wor.d, 
have yet maintained their credit to this day, through 


the perpetual oppoſition and ſcrutiny of ages; whillt 
all the rival productions of fraud and craft have long 
ago been ſucceſlively exploded, and ſunk into utter 
contempt. An event, that cannot reaſonably be 
"aſcribed to any other cauſe, but to the natural force i 
and effect of truth, which, though defaced for a time 
by the wit, or depreſſed by the power, of man, is, 
luxe ſtill to triumph, in the end, over all the falſe m- 
We micry of art, and the vain efforts of human policy. | 
| -- Ihave charged the Popiſh Church, in my Letter, it 


with many inſtances of forged miracles; to which this 


a 
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Author does not think fit to make any - 1 
„ bprrticular reply; but contents himſelf Popiſh mi- 

h with a general anſwer, which muſt needs racles. 
we be thought curious: for he obſerves, | 
= WW © That whether the miracles, which I have pitched 
oe upon, be true or falſe, there is nothing at leaſt 
de. © beatheniſhin them; and conſequently nothing that 
” © © ſhews the conformity, which I pretend to demon- 
= © ſtrate, between Popery and Paganiſm [e].“ Which 
© is, in effect, to ſay, that allowing them to be forged, 


= 

S 

4 * 
e 


„vet they were not forged by Pagan, but by Chriſtian | 
fr £7725; not for the purpoſes of Pagan, but of Chriſtian b 
ang aberſtition, ſo that 1 cannot with any propriety call | 
rer bem heatheniſſ.— But are they not all copied from | 
o! the patterns of Paganiſm? Are they not applied to j 
„if the fame purpoſes of fraud and deluſion ; to keep ' 
ght, their people in a ſlaviſn ſubjection to an idolatrous 
pol. worſſip; and to acquire wealth and power to the 
pon © prieſthood ? This certainly is downright Paganiſm, 
om end the moſt deteſtable part of it. 

= He proceeds, however, to aſſert with his uſual gra- 
and <P þ ö . a gra- 
ry vity. © That God has been p.caſed, in every age, to 
anti. © work moſt evident miracles in their Church, by 
cha. 0 the miniſtry of his Saints; in raiſing the dead to 
ea. life; in curing the blind and the lame; in caſting 
pers out devils; in healing inveterate diſeaſes in a mo- 
ord, ment, atteſted by the moſt authentic monuments; 
ough * which will be a ſtanding evidence to all nations, 
hit © that the Church, in which they are wrought, is 


not that Idolatrous Pagan Church, which I pre- 
© © tend it to be, but the true Spouſe of Chriſt---[f].” 
This is the conſtant voice of all the Roman Apologiſis; 
= that © the Catholiciſm of their Church is demon- 
= « ſtrated by the notoriety of their miracles [g].“ 


* But ſince the end of all miracles is to convert unbe- 
ſe mi- lievers; if their miracles be really wrought by the 
better, 1 Pref. p. 18. EK | 
þh this Ib. 18, 19. : 1 2 
Au- Bellarm. de Eccleſ. Milit. I. 4. c. 14 ; 


4.) 


* ” 
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2 90 The Conformity betaween 
power of Chriſt, why are they not wrought, like 2) 
- miracles of Chriſt, in open day-light; in the midſt of 
_ unbelieving nations; not for the acquiſition of gain 
or power to particular perſons, but for the benevolent 
ends of conferring ſome general good, by reforming 
mens lives, enlightening their underſtandings, and 
promoting truth and peace and charity amongſt men? 
Why are none of them wrought in Proteſtant coun. 
tries, for whoſe converſion they are always alleged; 
but huddled over among their own bigotted votaries, 
Prepared by an habitual credulity, to receive any im- 
Poſture, that their Prieſts can invent [Y]? | 
110 Wuile St. Thomas's Shrine flouriſhed at 
Hhecket'? Canterbury, his Saintſhip was demon- 
'® miracles, ſtrated by perpetual miracles [i]; in 
and, Which, as the Hiſtorians of thoſe times 
tell us, he far outdid not only all other Saints, but 
even our Saviour himſelf, There were two volumes 
of them preſerved in the Church of Canterbury; and 
another book in France, in which there was an ac- 
count of two hundred and ſeventy. Peter of Blois, 1 
celebrated writer of that age, after drawing a parallel 
between Thomas the Apoſile, and Thomas the Martyr, 
Lays, „I do not pretend to compare a Martyr with an 
* Apoſile; for an Apoſtle is greater: but it is glorious v 
for us to have a Marty, who bears the name of aſt o 
« Apoſtle, and who equals or ſurpaſſes him in his mir: B 
cles. That great Apoſtle cannot take it amiſs, that tie h 
« Holy Spirit ſhould enable others to work greater «© 
Wonders, and in greater number, than him, ſince is 
the Lord both of the Apoſiles and Martyrs is con- i 
e tent to be outdone by them himſelf in this part 
3j ! 
I'] See in our Author's Prefatory Diſcourſe at length, p. xc, 
* a remarkable Story related by M. de Marolles, which will ſh-viſe 
dow eaſily people poſſeſſed with a ſuperſtitious regard for mi; 
racles, can perſuade themſelves, that they can ſee, what, 1 
truth, has no exiſtence. . 2 
[i] Vide Vit. S. Thomæ Epiſtolis prefix. Vol. I. 142. 8e 
| 2 alſo, our Author's Prefatory Diſcourſe, p. xciil, 11% 


— bros 


— 


-Popery and Pagani, 9 1 


5e « cular; Te ſhall do, ſays he, not only theſe works, 
of WW *© that I do; but greater works than theſe ſhall ye do 
in © „[E]. Which prediction, as they declare, was 
nt lirerally fulfilled by St. Thomas: Whoſe blood, being 
no collected with care immediately after his death, 
nd © * not only cured all diſtempers, but raiſed even great 
n! © numbers of the dead to life: and when the quan- 
in- c tity was found inſufficient for the demand, that 


; 
d; © was made of it, they were forced to ſupply it with 
ies, © water; the leaſt drop of which, when tinged with 


im- « the Martyr's blood, and ad miniſtred to the ſick, or 
« infuſed into the mouths of the dead, had all the 
dat « ſame effects; ſo that it was ſent abroad into all 
on- 4 parts of the Chriſtian world, as an infallible cure 
in « for all kinds of diſeaſes [I]. 
mes The fame of theſe miracles drew Kings and Princes 
but from abroad, and infinite crouds at home, with daily 
mes offerings to his Shrine; but this harveſt was no ſoon- 
and er over, than the power of the Saint 1 
v ac- with the gain of the Prieſt; and all his 255 ſaint's 
is, 4 miracles ceaſed, when the honour of his 1 „ 
ralel Altar ſtood moſt in need of their ſupport; fall rather: 
r, ſo that the place where he was former⸗ 
chan ly worſhipped, and where ſuch mighty wonders 
rious were once wrought, is now ſhewn as a monument 
of u only of the folly and ſuperſtition of our Anceſtors. 
mir But though he works no miracles in England, where 
at the his bones lie depoſited; he works them till in foreign 
reater i countries, and will continue to do ſo, as long as there 
ſince is a Popiſh Church and a Prieſthood, who. find their 
con intereſt in ſupporting them. For, as Ladantius juſtly * |} 
parti obſerves, © Among thoſe who ſeek power and gain . + 
cular from their religion, there will never be wanted an 
p. 2 W to forge and to La for it Lil. 3 bh 
ill nen | | They 
for mi 5 | 
hat, 1! NJ To. xiv. 12. 


J] La vie de St. 8 442. 4to. It, Vita nales, Fo bo 
430. Se. Pet. Bleſenſ. Epiſt. 17, & 46. Baron. Ann. 1173. 
No. 7. Speculum Sanctor. ap. Labbe Mad Nov. offs + 
1 Lactan. de falſ. N „ 
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92 The Conformity between 
They tell us indeed of many miracles of the greateſt 
kind, wrought by their Miſſionaries in India: but 
they all reſt upon no other authority, than the ſuſpect- 

ed relations of thoſe Miſſionaries ; and are even con- 
| + tradicted by ſome of their graveſt writers, A Royal 
| Profeſſor of Salamanca, in one of his public lectures, 
fays, „It does not appear to me, that the Chriſtian 
« faith has been propounded to the Indians in ſuch a 

„ manner, as would reaſonably induce them to re- 
„ ceive it; for I. hear of no miracles performed 
|, © amongſtthem, nor of ſuch examples of the Chriſti- 
e an life, as there ought to be; but, on the contrary; 

of much ſcandal and impiety. . e 
Another learned Jeſuit, who had ſpent many years 

| among the. Indians, in a treatiſe on the method of 
converting them, ſays; © What ſignifies all our 
« preaching? What ſtreſs can we lay upon it? We 

„„ , DL OS 

But, among all the boaſted miracles of theſe Miſſi - 
onaries, they have never ſo much as pretended to the 
gi of Tongues; which is the firſt thing neceſſary to 
j the converſion of barbarous nations; and without 
| Which all their preaching, and even miracles them- 
ſelves, would be uſeleſs, Yet St. Xaverius himſelf, 
| the Apoſtle of the Indies, and one of their great Saints 
and worker; of miracles, laments, in ſeveral of his let- 
ters, the inſuperable difficulties, which he had to 
ſtruggle with in his Miſſion [o], and his incapacity 
of doing any good in thoſe countries, for the want of this 
gift [p]- And in Japan , 45d where, accord- 
ing to his account, a plentiful harveſt was open to 
im, and great numbers diſpoſed to become Chriſtians; 
God grant, ſays he, that I may ſoon learn their 
language, fo as to be able to x things diyine, 
| and do ſome ſervice at laſt to the Chriſtian cauſe. 

For at preſent, indeed, I am nothing better than 


6 I 


er” Hoſpinian. de Origin, Jeſuitar. p. 230% 
1 „ Xaverii Epiſt. I, To ; 5 ; $430 
P} Ibid. 1. 14. 8 
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«aq ftatue-among them'; and, while they are talkin 
„ and inquiring many things about me, am quite 
« dumb through my ignorance of their tongue: but I 

am now ating the boy agam in learning the ele- 
« ments of it [Al. ET, 11 

From the principles of our Religion, ang 
the authority of the primitive Fathers, Miracles 

| we are exhorted 70 try the Miracles by how to be 

» their end and tendency, and the nature of iy d. 

that doctrine, which is propoſed to be 

eſtabliſhed by them. And if by this Rule we examine 
the Popiſh Miracles, even ſuch as are authorized by 
the Bulls of Popes, condemning all as Heretics, who 
do not believe them, we ſhall find them pretended to 
be wrought for no other end, but the propagation 
of Enthuſiaſm and Monkery, and the confirmation of 
doctrines and rites, which are not only «/ſeleſs, but 
apparently hurtful to mankind.  * 

The 7eſuit Maldonatus, in his Comment on Matt. 

vii. 22. obſerves, © That St. Chryſoſlom, Ferom, Eu- 
„ themins, Theophylact, prove by ſeveral inſtances, 

e that real miracſes had been performed by thoſe, _ 
who were not Catholic Chriſtians.” St. Chryſoſtom 
declares, © that miracles are proper only to excite 
* {luggiſh and vulgar minds; that men of ſenſe have 
“ no occaſion for them; and that they frequently 
« carry ſome untoward ſuſpicion along with them 
« [r].” „ We are to take notice, ſays St. Jerom, 
te that ſome are ſaid to have the gift of the Spirit, 
«* who do not hold the truth of the Goſpel ; Which 
= © may ſerve to ſilence thoſe Heretics, who, if they 

can but work a miracle, fanſy preſently, that they _ 

= © have demonſtrated the truth of their faith Þs].”_ 

= © If miracles, ſays St. Auſtin, are wrought in the 

= © Citholic Church, its Catholiciſm is not thereby 

1 CTY a qt. 
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b r] Vide Chry ſoſt. Oper. Edit. Benedict. Ta LY 27 1. a. 376. 
b. » 8. 296. As 205, 455. 1 1 ; 4 - 
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| 94 We Conformity between 
| * manifeſted, becauſe miracles are wrought in it; 
 *. but the miracles themſelves are to be received, be- 
s cauſe they are wrought in a Church that is Ca- 
commanded, not to give credit to them, when 
« the performers of them teach things contrary to 
true piety It!!) | | 5 
II agreeably then to the injunctions of the Apoſtles, 
and Primitive Fathers, we ſit down to examine the 
pretended miracles of Rome, we ſhall find them al- 
ways the moſt numerous, and the moſt confidently 
_ atteſted, in proportion to the abſurdity of the doc- 
trine or practice, in whoſe favour they are alleged; 
as in the caſe of Tranſubſtantiation, Purgatory, the 
worſhip of Images. Reliques, Crucifixes, Indulgences, 
|” and all the zricks of Monkery; as if miracles were of 
no other uſe, but to ſubvert the reaſon and ſenſes. of 
mankind, and confound all the diſtinctions between 
right and wrong: but if there be any rule of judg- 
ing of their reality, or any power in man todiſcern 
|” truth from falſhood, we muſt neceſſarily conclude, 
from the nature and end of the Popiſh miracles, that, 


| 

* : 
i 

\ #3 

| 
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them, they were all, without exception, either wrought 
by wicked Spirits; or forged by wicked men. 

I have now run through every Ks that ſeemed 
worthy of any notice in my Adverſary's Preface ; 
| whereT have the ſatisfaction to obſerve, that though 
be accuſcs me ſo freely of ſlander and falſhood, yet 


| fats, on which I ground my charge of their Pa- 
Fganiſm. It was upon the ſtrength of theſe facts, that 
I I firſt offered my Letter to the judgment of the 
public; and the favourable reception which it has 
wet with, ſhews, that it is not thought trifling, and 
| foreign to the purpoſe, as he affirms it to be; but, 


* N — ; * . — o ; q 
tion, which it profeſſes to illuſtrate. It is a folly there- 
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E tholic.” And Theodoret tells us, © that we are 


whatever teſtimonies may be brought to ſupport 


„be has not denied ſo much as one of the numerous 


| on the contrary, pertinent, and deciſive of the que- 


fore 


” 


© os 
SE "IE Is ERS 


N 


ERF 800 


— Sort in A - — — * MATa EDEN nn 
8 Fea 3 9 © © 9 3 0 V TY Hz . 3 — 
C . Rds 0 ODE Ss. a — RA A Gare eas : f N d 
I NE ge" OO Ih I nd ”_ S n J ͤ Ä—ꝙJI——I ͤ ˙ LA P2%7 A PP < 8 9 3 
2 4 , r eee eee n 12 x77 75 {at} Y-x% We. * * = ng - - * 8 A AI ne COTE WI A Nl TY OBO g I ee N * "Jn 


% 


| | Popery ond Paganiſm. - of 
fore to attack the credit of it, till he comes prepared 
| to overthrow the facts, on which it is built; for, 
while theſe are allowed to be firm, the inference is 


WH undeniable, & That Popery has borrowed its principakt ' 
„ © ceremonies and doctrines from the ritua.s of Pa- 1 
Naſa” Ee © P83: 
„ The truth of this charge is fo evident to all, who _ 
e know any thing of Antiquity, that though a Min- 
. i | ary, as we may imagine, would be glad to conceal ie 
y We even from Papiſts, and much more from Proteſtants, 9 
whom he is endeavouring to convert, yet all theie 
; on writers, who have any candour and learning, |} 
be mazke no fcruple to acknowledge it. M. de Marolles _: 
„, informs us, how he once far priſed a great Archbiſhop | 
ok of France, by a frank declaration, that Popery has | 
of taken its principal ceremonies and doctrines from Pa- 
en ganiſm: which he afterwards demonſtrated to him J 
g- u large, by a particular deduction of it through ma- 
rn ny of the fame inſtances, on which I have inſiſted in 
le, my Letter [a]. The learned De Chou alſo thus 
at, WE concludes his book on the Religion of the old Roman. 
ort © If we conſider the caſe attentively, we fhall find 3 
ht very many inſtitutions of our religion to have been 
© © borrowed from the ceremonies of the Egyptian 
ned and the Gentiles-- all which our Prieſts now make 
ce; K& © uſe of in our myſteries, by referring to the only 
zgh true God, Feſus Chriſt, what the ignorance, falle 
yet IE „ religion, and ſenſeleſs ſuperſtition: of the Pagans - 


rous had applied to their Gods, and to mortal men after 
pa- © their conſecration [w].“ e 
that {© Our Catholic however concludes his 7 
the Work in a very different ſtile: and, in a Je anfier. 
has kind of triumph for an imagined victo- * abſurs 7 
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and 5 ry, undertakes by my own way of rea- triumph, h 3 
but, ſoning, to demonſtrate the ſame Con ” 
que- ry between the Engliſh and Romiſh Church, which» | 7 
gere- „„ 5 


[4] Monk, de ls Feuillade, Archbiſop d Embrun--Ses Mew", 
mares de Marolles, par. 2. p. 29. 1 
Lo] De religione Veter. Romanor, ad fin. 57 
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1 have attempted to ſhew between Popety and Pagans 
n; from the number of obſervances, which our Church 
fill retains from the old Religion of Rome: in conſe- 
quence of which, he fays, © if my argument be 
+ right, our Proteſtancy at laſt will be found to be 


nothing better than heatheniſh Idolatry.” 
But if we recolle& the definition, which I have 
given above, of Popery, the queſtion will be reduced 
to a ſhort iſſue; by conſidering only, whether any of 
"thoſe particulars, which prove their religion to be 
paganiſh, are retained till in ours ; whether we have 
any incenſe, holy water, or lamps in our Churches; 
any votive offerings hanging round our pillars; any 
iniraculous images; any adoration of Saints; any altars 
nn the ſtreets, the way-ſides, and tops of hills; any pro- 
« cefſions,, miracles, or moykery amongſt Us : if, after all 
dur reformation, we retain any of theſe, we are fo 
far undoubtedly as criminal as they; but if none of 
them can be found upon us, we are clear at leaſt 
from all that Pagan idolatry, which glares out ſo ma- 
nifeſtly from every part of the Popiſ worſhip. 
All that he can object to us on this head, amounts 
to no more than this; That there are ſeveral ob- 


« uſe in common with the Church of Rome.” We 
own it: but take them all to be ſuch, as we may re- 
tain with innocence. We profeſs to retain all, that 

is truly Chriſtian ; all, that is injoined by the Goſpel, 
or by juſt inference deducible from it. But if, beſides 
all this, they can diſcover any thing amongſt us, that 
they can claim as their own, or that may properly be 
called Popiſh; 1 ſhould. willingly reſign it to them; 
and conſent to any expedient, that may remove us 
ariber ſtill from Popery, and unite us more cloſely with 
all ſober Proteſtants. - But whether any thing of this 
bort be remaining in our preſent eſtabliſhment, or 
bo far any of the inſtances, which he declares to 
= have been borrowed from Rome, may want a review, 
or farther reformation, as it is not the part of a fri 
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„ ſervances retained in our ſacred Offices, which we 
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mity to their perſons. 
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bats may to determine, ſo I ſhall refer it, as I ought, 


to the judgment of my Superior | 
. Our Author adds, that he hopes his pains may be 
of ſome uſe, as well to admoniſh all ſerious Papiſis, 
of the fraud and foppery of their own worſhip, as 
to deter Proteſtants from running over to a Churc 

ſo notoriouſly corrupt and Heatheniſo. My averſion 
to Popery, ſays he, is grounded, not only on its pa- 


| pani/m and. idolatry, but on its; being calculated for 
the ſupport of deſpotic power, and inconſiſtent with 


the genius of a free government, ; This I take to be 


its real character, which I do not however extend 
| 'to the partzealar profeſſors of it; many of whom T 
| know to be men of great probity, politeneſs, ang 


humanity ; who, through the prejudice of education, 
do not either ze the conſequences of what they are 


which would neceſſarily be ruinous to the Liberty of 


* 


Thus much, concludes he, 1 thought myſelf obli- 


| ged to ſay, that, while % Papiſis look upon me as. | 


| an enemy, they may conſider me, at leaſt, as a fair 
one; an enemy to the 1do/atrous and ſlawiſb principles 


| 9 N 1 8. 
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| of their Church; but free from all prejudice or en- 


3 8 3 : 1 2 a he" : 


trained to profeſs ; or, through a miſtaken point of 
{ honour, think it their duty to adhere to the religion 
of their Anceſtors, With theſe I can live, not only 
in charity, but in frienaſbip; without the leaſt inclina- 
tion to offend them any farther, than by obſtructing 
all endeavours to introduce a religion amongſt us, 
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I! - Gracechurch-ſtreet, with large. Allow- | 
3 _ ance to ſuch as take a Number to Gee ; 
. away. 
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